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In the tumultuous history of the 20th century, certain events have left an indelible
mark on nations and shaped the course of history. Among them, the Armenian
Operation Nemesis is a lesser-known chapter that reverberated through time,

forever altering the fate of a people.

The Background of the Armenian Genocide

Before delving into the intricacies of Operation Nemesis, it is crucial to
understand the backdrop against which it unfolded. The Armenian Genocide, as it
is widely recognized today, took place between 1915 and 1923, during the
waning years of the Ottoman Empire. Driven by a desire to homogenize the
empire and eliminate ethnic and religious diversity, the Ottoman leadership
targeted the Armenian population, resulting in the systematic extermination and

forced migration of millions.

Operation Nemesis: Seeking Justice for the Armenian Genocide

Amidst the devastation of the genocide, a secret and fiercely determined group
called Operation Nemesis emerged. Comprised of Armenian survivors and
intellectuals, their mission was to exact justice on those responsible for the
genocide. This organization believed that assassinations of the orchestrators and
masterminds behind the Armenian Genocide would not only restore justice but

serve as a warning against future atrocities.
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The Key Players and Their Motivations

Operation Nemesis was led by dedicated individuals who had witnessed the
horrors of the Armenian Genocide firsthand. One such figure was Soghomon
Tehlirian, who assassinated Talaat Pasha in Berlin in 1921. Tehlirian had lost his

family in the genocide and sought to avenge their deaths.

Another prominent figure in Operation Nemesis was Arshavir Shirakian,
responsible for the assassination of the former Ottoman Interior Minister,
Mehmed Talaat. Shirakian believed that it was his duty to protect the surviving

Armenian population by targeting the architects of their suffering.

The Legacy of Operation Nemesis

The impact of Operation Nemesis cannot be overstated. By targeting those
directly responsible for the Armenian Genocide, this clandestine group ensured
that a measure of justice was meted out. Furthermore, their actions sent
shockwaves throughout the world and shed light on the extent of the atrocities

committed during the genocide.
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In the aftermath of Operation Nemesis, some of its members faced trial, while
others evaded capture and lived out their lives in exile. Nevertheless, their actions
and the moral dilemma they posed continue to fuel debates and discussions in
the field of Armenian studies, forcing us to question the boundaries of justice and

the role of retaliation in the face of genocide.

Voices of Survivors and Withesses

While Operation Nemesis sought justice through targeted assassinations, it is
essential to amplify the voices of survivors and witnesses who shared their
harrowing experiences. The oral history collected in Armenian studies provides a

nuanced understanding of the genocide and its long-lasting effects.

Through firsthand accounts, we gain insight into the horrors faced by Armenian
men, women, and children during the forced death marches, mass killings, and
widespread deportations. Their voices give context to the dire situations they

endured and the resilience they exhibited in the face of unimaginable cruelty.

Preserving Armenian Culture: A Testament to Survival

Another crucial aspect of Armenian studies is the preservation of Armenian
culture, which emerged as a testament to survival in the aftermath of the
genocide. Despite the devastation, the Armenian people have managed to keep

their rich history, language, music, and traditions alive through generations.

The Armenian Operation Nemesis remains an important chapter in history that
demands attention and understanding. By examining the voices and legacy of
Operation Nemesis, we gain insights into the complexities of justice, retribution,
and the resilience of a people determined to preserve their cultural identity.

Delving into Armenian studies allows us to confront the past, honor the memory



of the victims, and work towards a world where atrocities such as the Armenian

Genocide are never repeated.
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Sacred Justice is a cross-genre book that uses narrative, memoir, unpublished
letters, and other primary and secondary sources to tell the story of a group of
Armenian men who organized Operation Nemesis, a covert operation created to
assassinate the Turkish architects of the Armenian Genocide. The leaders of
Operation Nemesis took it upon themselves to seek justice for their murdered

families, friends, and compatriots.

Sacred Justice includes a large collection of previously unpublished letters, found
in the upstairs study of the author's grandfather, Aaron Sachaklian, one of the
leaders of Nemesis, that show the strategies, personalities, plans, and dedication
of Soghomon Tehlirian, who killed Talaat Pasha, a genocide leader; Shahan
Natalie, the agent on the ground in Europe; Armen Garo, the center of Operation
Nemesis; Aaron Sachaklian, the logistics and finance officer; and others involved

with Nemesis.
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Marian Mesrobian MacCurdy tells a story that has been either hidden by the

necessity of silence or ignored in spite of victims' narratives—the story of those

who attempted to seek justice for the victims of genocide and the effect this effort

had on them and on their families. Ultimately, this volume reveals how the

narratives of resistance and trauma can play out in the next generation and how

this resistance can promote resilience.
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