
Does Fair Play Really Pay O�? The
Surprising Link Between Fair Play
and Contemporary Security Studies
Fair play is often considered a fundamental principle in sports and games,

promoting equality, ethical behavior, and respect for rules and opponents.

However, its relevance goes beyond the confines of sports. In contemporary

security studies, fair play has emerged as a crucial element in international

relations, conflict resolution, and peacekeeping efforts.

Fair Play and International Relations

In the complex world of international relations, fair play takes center stage.

Nations aim to maintain fairness in their interactions with other countries,

respecting sovereignty, territorial integrity, and human rights. By adhering to the

principles of fair play, countries can foster trust, cooperation, and peace among

themselves.

However, fair play in international relations is not merely an ideal. It is a strategic

choice that countries make based on a cost-benefit analysis. Treaties, alliances,

and diplomatic norms serve as the rules of the game. Countries that consistently

abide by these rules are more likely to receive cooperation and respect from other

nations, creating stability and order in the international system.
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Fair Play in Conflict Resolution

The concept of fair play extends to conflict resolution as well. When engaged in

negotiations or mediations to resolve conflicts, fair play becomes a guiding

principle. Fair and impartial facilitation by mediators builds trust and encourages

the conflicting parties to engage in good faith negotiations.

By promoting fairness, transparency, and inclusiveness, fair play becomes a

critical tool for addressing grievances, reconciling differences, and achieving

sustainable peace agreements. It helps mitigate power imbalances and ensures

that all parties are heard and treated equitably throughout the process.

Fair Play in Peacekeeping Operations

Peacekeeping operations, undertaken by international organizations such as the

United Nations, rely heavily on fair play to achieve their objectives. These

operations deploy military personnel to conflict zones to maintain or restore

peace, protect civilians, and facilitate the political processes of reconstruction and

stability.
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Fair play principles are embedded within the code of conduct for peacekeepers,

ensuring their impartiality, professionalism, and respect for human rights.

Peacekeepers act as neutral arbiters, building trust and credibility among warring

factions. They become mediators between conflicting parties, implementing fair

procedures and enforcing the rule of law.

The Payoff: Advantages of Fair Play in Contemporary Security

Studies

Now that we have explored the role of fair play in various aspects of

contemporary security studies, it is essential to understand the benefits that arise

from embracing this principle:

1. Enhanced Trust and Cooperation

When countries and actors engage in fair play, trust and cooperation naturally

flourish. By adhering to agreed-upon rules and norms, they build confidence in

the reliability and predictability of their counterparts. This, in turn, facilitates

stronger partnerships and collaborative efforts in addressing security challenges.

2. Conflict Prevention and Management

Fair play acts as a preventive measure against conflicts by promoting fairness,

equality, and justice. By addressing underlying grievances and providing a

platform for peaceful resolutions, fair play reduces the likelihood of violence. In

cases where conflicts arise, fair play principles guide their management, offering

a framework for negotiation, mediation, and post-conflict reconciliation.

3. International Legitimacy and Influence

Countries that consistently practice fair play earn international legitimacy and

influence. Their commitment to principles such as human rights, democracy, and

the rule of law enhances their reputation on the global stage. This, in turn, allows



them to shape international norms, influence decision-making processes, and

gain support for their initiatives.

4. Sustainable Peace and Security

The ultimate payoff of fair play in contemporary security studies is the

achievement of sustainable peace and security. By embracing fair play, nations

contribute to the long-term stability of the international system. Peacekeeping

operations, conflict resolution efforts, and cooperation on security issues become

more effective, leading to a safer and more prosperous world.

While fair play may initially seem like a concept limited to sports, its relevance in

contemporary security studies cannot be overstated. From international relations

to conflict resolution and peacekeeping operations, fair play offers numerous

advantages. By embracing fair play, countries and actors can build trust, prevent

conflicts, enhance their influence, and ultimately contribute to sustainable peace

and security in the world.
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This book examines the permissibility and effectiveness of targeted killing in

campaigns against terror.

Targeted killing has become a primary counterterrorism measure used by several

countries in their confrontation with lethal threats. The practice has been

extensively used by the US in Afghanistan, Iraq, Pakistan, Yemen and Somalia,

and by Israel in the West Bank and Gaza. Several studies have already explored

the difficult balance between achieving security while maintaining the liberties

and rights of a country’s civilians. This book goes a step further by seeking to

examine whether maintaining those liberties by complying with legal standards

and minimizing unintended deaths can be more effective for national security.

Using targeted killing applied by Israel, in particular, as well as the United States

during the first decade of the twenty-first century as case studies, this book

explores that question and ultimately assesses whether compliance with legal

standards can strengthen a state in its campaign against terrorism and thus

provide stronger security. The book focuses on civilian-related criteria,

hypothesizing that minimizing civilian casualties will maximize effectiveness in an

asymmetric war setting. The s are not limited to a specific tactic or theater, and if

adopted might have far-reaching implications for how asymmetric warfare is

strategized.

This book will be of much interest to students of counter-terrorism, law, Middle

Eastern studies, and security studies.
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