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Evarts before the alumni, we pay tribute to a great leader, his accomplishments,
and the impact he made on the American justice system. Join us as we delve into
the life and legacy of this extraordinary Chief Justice.

The Early Life and Education of Chief Justice Chase

Charles Salmon Chase, commonly known as Chief Justice Chase, was born on
January 13, 1808, in Cornish, New Hampshire. Raised in a modest family, his
early life wasn't easy. However, his thirst for knowledge and determination
propelled him forward.
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Chase began his education at Dartmouth College, where he demonstrated
exceptional intellectual abilities. His passion for law led him to study at the
Cincinnati College, where he quickly established himself as a prominent legal
scholar. This solid foundation laid the groundwork for the remarkable career that
would follow.

A Life Committed to Public Service
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Chief Justice Chase's commitment to public service was unparalleled. He served
as the Governor of Ohio, Senator, Secretary of the Treasury, and ultimately, as
the sixth Chief Justice of the United States Supreme Court. This long and
illustrious career speaks volumes about his dedication to his country and the
pursuit of justice.

As the Secretary of the Treasury under President Abraham Lincoln, Chief Justice
Chase played a crucial role in shaping the nation's financial policies during the
American Civil War. His efforts to establish a national banking system and issue a
uniform currency were instrumental in stabilizing the economy during those
challenging times.

A Trailblazer in the Fight Against Slavery

One of Chief Justice Chase's most significant contributions to the nation was his
relentless fight against slavery. In fact, he became widely known as one of the
leading abolitionists of his time. His role as an attorney in groundbreaking cases
such as "Jones v. Van Zandt" and "Prigg v. Pennsylvania" helped pave the way
for the eventual abolishment of slavery in the United States.

Furthermore, Chase's dedication to equality extended beyond the courtroom.
During his tenure as Chief Justice, he supported the passage of the Thirteenth
Amendment, which officially abolished slavery throughout the United States. His
unwavering commitment to justice and his tireless efforts to combat racial
discrimination have left an indelible mark on the American legal system.

A Visionary Chief Justice

Chief Justice Chase was not only a highly esteemed jurist but also a visionary
leader. During his tenure, he played a pivotal role in expanding the scope of the
Supreme Court's power and influence. Chase's judicial decisions, particularly in



cases such as "Ex parte Milligan" and "Texas v. White," helped shape the legal
landscape and established important precedents that continue to be guiding
principles to this day.

In addition to his impact within the legal realm, Chief Justice Chase was also a
staunch advocate for women's rights. He actively supported the suffrage
movement and expressed the belief that women should have the same political
rights and opportunities as men, making him an influential figure in the fight for
gender equality.

Legacy and Honors

Chief Justice Chase's legacy is one of great accomplishment, resilience, and
unwavering commitment to justice. His contributions to the nation continue to be
celebrated, and numerous honors bear his name, including the Chase County,
Kansas, and the Salmon P. Chase College of Law at Northern Kentucky
University.

The impact Chief Justice Chase had on the American justice system cannot be
overstated. His tireless efforts to combat slavery, expand the power of the
Supreme Court, and promote equality have reverberated through history, leaving
a lasting impression on the fabric of American society.

In , Chief Justice Chase was a visionary leader, an ardent advocate for justice,
and a champion of equality. His contributions to the nation and the legal realm
continue to shape and inspire generations to come. This eulogy delivered by
William Evarts is a tribute to a remarkable individual, Chief Justice Chase, whose
dedication and integrity continue to serve as a shining example for all.
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