
Explore the Uncharted Legacy of Abraham
Lincoln and Witness How Great Historians
Reappraise Our Greatest President
Abraham Lincoln, known as one of the greatest presidents in American history,
has left an indelible mark on the nation's collective memory. His leadership during
one of the country's most tumultuous periods, the Civil War, continues to inspire
and fascinate historians and scholars. In this article, we will delve into the
unexplored aspects of Lincoln's life and presidency, while also examining how
esteemed historians have reevaluated his legacy.

The Rise of Abraham Lincoln

Abraham Lincoln, born on February 12, 1809, in a humble log cabin in Kentucky,
achieved what seemed unthinkable at the time: rising from obscurity to become
the 16th President of the United States. From his early days as a self-taught
lawyer to his rise in Illinois politics, Lincoln's journey showcases the
quintessential American Dream.

As a Whig Party member, Lincoln served in the Illinois State Legislature, where
he honed his political acumen and became known for his eloquent speaking
skills. His towering figure, coupled with his magnetic personality, enabled him to
connect with people from various backgrounds. These qualities ultimately
propelled him to the national stage, campaigning against Stephen A. Douglas in
the famous Lincoln-Douglas debates of 1858.
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The Presidency and the Civil War

Lincoln's election to the presidency in 1860 came at a time of mounting tensions
between the North and the South over slavery. His victory infuriated the Southern
states, prompting their secession and the formation of the Confederate States of
America. Thus, Lincoln assumed the presidency under the shadow of an
impending conflict that would determine the fate of the nation.

His leadership during the Civil War demonstrated remarkable fortitude and
strategic thinking. Lincoln deftly navigated the complexities of the conflict, making
crucial decisions such as issuing the Emancipation Proclamation, which forever
altered the course of the war. While facing immense pressure and criticism,
Lincoln remained resolute in his conviction to preserve the Union and abolish
slavery.

Unexplored Aspects of Lincoln's Life

Despite being an iconic figure, there are still uncharted territories in Lincoln's life
and presidency that have captured the attention of historians. These areas of
exploration focus on delving beyond the well-known narratives and revealing
lesser-known facets of Lincoln's character and policies.
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For instance, recent research has shed light on Lincoln's evolving views on race
and the institution of slavery. While Lincoln is revered for emancipating the
slaves, historians have examined his earlier statements that indicate a more
pragmatic approach, where he aimed to contain slavery rather than eradicate it
entirely. This nuanced understanding of Lincoln's stance on the issue adds
intriguing complexity to his legacy.

In addition to his views on slavery, historians have also investigated Lincoln's
personal life, seeking insights into his relationships with family, friends, and
political allies. The emotional toll of the Civil War, combined with the loss of his
young son Willie, undoubtedly shaped Lincoln's presidency and his perspective
on the world he inhabited.

Reappraisal by Great Historians

The legacy of Abraham Lincoln has undergone numerous reappraisals by notable
historians, leading to a deeper understanding of his impact on American history.
These historians have challenged existing narratives, posing thought-provoking
questions and revisiting established assumptions.

One such historian is Eric Foner, whose groundbreaking work "The Fiery Trial:
Abraham Lincoln and American Slavery" won the Pulitzer Prize for History. Foner
reappraised Lincoln's approach to emancipation and the implications of the
Emancipation Proclamation, arguing for a more radical interpretation of Lincoln's
intent.

Another prominent historian, Doris Kearns Goodwin, examined Lincoln's
leadership style in her book "Team of Rivals: The Political Genius of Abraham
Lincoln". Goodwin delves into Lincoln's ability to effectively manage a diverse



cabinet, incorporating rival politicians into his team and harnessing their talents to
achieve his vision for the nation.

Furthermore, scholars such as Allen C. Guelzo have explored Lincoln's evolving
political ideology, situating him within the broader context of 19th-century
American political thought.

Abraham Lincoln's life and presidency present a treasure trove of historical
insights waiting to be explored. From his humble beginnings to his transformative
leadership during the Civil War, Lincoln's legacy has captivated the imagination of
scholars and historians for generations.

By delving into the unexplored aspects of Lincoln's life and examining the
reappraisals of great historians, we gain a more nuanced understanding of this
remarkable figure. The long-lasting impact of his presidency and his unwavering
commitment to preserving the Union and abolishing slavery will continue to
inspire and shape the course of American history.
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In these 16 essays, Lincoln scholars offer fresh perspectives and revealing new
research on the life and times of America’s greatest president.
 
Ubiquitous and enigmatic, the historical Lincoln, the literary Lincoln, even the
cinematic Lincoln have all proved both fascinating and irresistible. Though some
16,000 books have been written about him, there is always more to say, new
aspects of his life to consider, new facets of his persona to explore. Exploring
Lincoln offers a selection of sixteen enlightening and entertaining papers
presented at the Lincoln Forum symposia over the past three years.
 
Shining new light on particular aspects of Lincoln’s life and his tragically
abbreviated presidency—from his work on the campaign trail to his fraught
relationship with General McClellan to Mary Lincoln’s mental health—Exploring
Lincoln presents a compelling snapshot of current Lincoln scholarship and a
fascinating window into understanding America’s greatest president.
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