
Fighting For Emancipation In The
War For Independence: The Untold
Stories of Freedom Fighters
The War for Independence remains a pivotal moment in history, marking the birth

of a nation and the fight for freedom from oppressive colonial rule. However,

amidst the tales of heroism and valor, there are untold stories of individuals who

fought for emancipation – freedom from slavery and inequality. This article sheds

light on these unsung heroes and their contributions to the struggle for

independence.

The Path to Emancipation

In the pre-Revolution era, slavery was an integral part of many American

colonies, particularly in the southern regions. The fight for emancipation began

simmering alongside the broader struggle against British rule. Slaves, freedmen,

and abolitionists started organizing networks and movements to challenge the

institution of slavery, seeking equal rights and liberties.
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A Forgotten Hero: Crispus Attucks

One of the earliest and most influential individuals in the fight for emancipation

was Crispus Attucks. Born into slavery in Massachusetts, Attucks eventually

escaped and became a prominent figure in the revolutionary period. He played a

vital role in the Boston Massacre, where he was the first casualty, and his tragic

death became a rallying cry for change.

The Abolitionist Movement Gains Momentum

As the Revolutionary War progressed, the call for emancipation grew louder. The

groundwork laid by earlier pioneers like Attucks gave rise to a flourishing

abolitionist movement. Figures like Benjamin Franklin and Thomas Paine

advocated for the abolition of slavery, using their influential writings to stoke public

opinion against the practice.

The Revolutionary Figures Standing Up for Freedom

While the focus of the War for Independence was primarily on political and

military affairs, there were numerous individuals within the revolutionary ranks

who actively fought for emancipation. Each had their role in challenging the status

quo and advocating for equality:

1. Thomas Jefferson
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Jefferson, the principal author of the Declaration of Independence, penned the

infamous words, "All men are created equal." Although a slaveowner himself, his

views planted the seeds for future debates on the emancipation of slaves.

2. Alexander Hamilton

Hamilton, known for his financial expertise, recognized the economic

contradictions of a nation fighting for freedom while upholding the institution of

slavery. He became an influential supporter of gradual emancipation and urged

for freeing slaves in his home state of New York.

3. Paul Cuffe

Cuffe, a free African American and successful businessman, used his resources

to fund expeditions that transported freed slaves back to Africa. His efforts

highlighted the importance of self-emancipation and self-determination.

4. Mercy Otis Warren

Warren, a passionate writer and political activist, advocated for the rights of both

women and African Americans. Through her writings, she challenged the notion

of "freedom for all" while excluding marginalized groups.

The Impact of Emancipation on the Revolutionary Cause

The fight for emancipation not only had moral and philosophical implications but

also proved influential in strengthening the Revolutionary cause. As enslaved

individuals rallied behind the movement for independence, they brought with them

valuable military skills and a determination to ensure their liberation. The inclusion

of free and enslaved African Americans played a crucial role in tipping the scales

in favor of American victory.

Emancipation: A Continuing Battle



While the Revolutionary War marked a significant step towards the eventual

abolition of slavery, the struggle for full emancipation continued long after

independence was won. It would take decades of activism, political debates, and

a devastating Civil War before the Emancipation Proclamation finally outlawed

slavery throughout the United States.

The War for Independence was not only a battle against British oppression but

also a pivotal moment in the fight for emancipation. The contributions of

individuals like Crispus Attucks, along with the efforts of abolitionists and

revolutionary leaders, played a significant role in shaping the path towards

freedom and equality. These unsung heroes deserve to be remembered and

honored for their invaluable contributions in the quest for emancipation.
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A surprising look at the roles of African Americans in the Revolutionary War: “An

elegant and passionate writer, Alan Gilbert pulls no punches.”—Historian
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We think of the American Revolution as the war for independence from British

colonial rule. But, of course, that independence actually applied to only a portion

of the American population—African Americans would still be bound in slavery for

nearly another century.

 

Drawing on first-person accounts and primary sources, Alan Gilbert asks us to

rethink what we know about the Revolutionary War, to realize that while white

Americans were fighting for their freedom, many black Americans were joining the

British imperial forces to gain theirs. Further, a movement led by sailors—both

black and white—pushed strongly for emancipation on the American side. There

were actually two wars being waged at once: a political revolution for

independence from Britain, and a social revolution for emancipation and equality

—planting the seeds for future freedom.

 

“The personal stories of those who fought on the patriots’ side in an all-black

regiment and on the loyalist side in exchange for a promise of freedom are

fascinating and informative.”—Booklist
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