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The Mighty Fleet: United Kingdom's Naval Power
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World War Two witnessed some of the most intense naval battles in history, with
nations around the globe deploying their mighty fleets to secure victory. Amongst
them, the United Kingdom stood tall with its formidable and masterfully designed
fighting ships. In this article, we delve into the fascinating world of the United

Kingdom's naval power during the years 1937-1945.

The period between 1937 and 1945 was a crucial juncture for the United
Kingdom's naval forces, as they faced numerous challenges and played a pivotal
role in World War Two. This article provides an in-depth account of the United

Kingdom's fighting ships and their impact on the war effort.
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2. The War Begins: The United Kingdom's Fleet in 1937

In 1937, the United Kingdom possessed a powerful fleet, consisting of
battleships, aircraft carriers, cruisers, destroyers, and submarines. Each vessel

played a specific role in the defense and offense of the British Empire.
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2.1 Battleships
The United Kingdom's battleships, such as the renowned HMS King George V

and HMS Prince of Wales, were the backbone of their naval power. These
massive ships were armed with heavy artillery and capable of withstanding

considerable damage.

2.2 Aircraft Carriers

Considered game-changers in naval warfare, aircraft carriers like HMS Ark Royal
and HMS lllustrious enabled the United Kingdom to project air power across vast
expanses of the seas. Their aircraft launched devastating attacks on enemy

ships, effectively controlling the battlegrounds.

2.3 Cruisers

Cruisers, like the HMS Belfast and HMS Liverpool, were versatile ships used for
various roles, including escorting convoys, protecting key strategic locations, and
engaging in surface battles. These ships formed a vital part of the United

Kingdom's naval strategy.

2.4 Destroyers

With their speed and agility, destroyers played a crucial role in protecting larger
ships, patrolling waters, and launching torpedoes at enemy vessels. The United
Kingdom's destroyers, such as HMS Jervis and HMS Kelly, earned a fearsome

reputation during the war.

2.5 Submarines

The United Kingdom's submarines, including HMS Tuna and HMS Tigris, silently
prowled beneath the waves, disrupting enemy supply lines and launching surprise
attacks. Their stealth and deadly precision struck fear into the hearts of enemy

forces.



3. The United Kingdom's Naval Impact on World War Two

The United Kingdom's naval forces played a pivotal role in securing victory for the
Allies during World War Two. Their fighting ships were at the forefront of key

battles and operations, leaving an indelible mark on history.

3.1 The Battle of the Atlantic

The Battle of the Atlantic was one of the most critical campaigns of the war,
where the United Kingdom's naval forces successfully defended vital supply
routes against German U-boats. The courage and resilience of the British ships

turned the tide in favor of the Allies.

3.2 The Mediterranean Theater

In the Mediterranean, the United Kingdom's naval forces, spearheaded by
battleships and cruisers, played a crucial role in protecting Allied convoys,
capturing strategic locations, and supporting ground operations. Their presence

ensured the success of key missions.

3.3 The D-Day Landings

During the D-Day landings in June 1944, the United Kingdom's naval forces
provided essential naval bombardment, transport, and protection for the invading
troops. The combined effort of their fighting ships resulted in the successful Allied

invasion of Normandy.

4. Legacy and Remembrance

The United Kingdom's fighting ships of World War Two left an enduring legacy
that continues to be respected and remembered today. Their bravery, innovation,
and unwavering commitment to victory played a vital role in shaping the outcome

of the war.



5.

The United Kingdom's fighting ships were instrumental in ensuring victory during
World War Two. From battleships and aircraft carriers to cruisers, destroyers, and
submarines, these vessels showcased the power and resilience of the British
Empire. Their impact on key battles and operations remains ingrained in history,

forever immortalizing their place in the annals of naval warfare.
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This book, the first in the "Fighting ships of World War Two" series, contains
reference information about all fighting ships and boats of Royal Navy and Navies
of Commonwealth, served, built or ordered in days of the Second World War.
Articles contain information about designing, building and service of all ships and
their technical data and modernization. Texts are accompanied by many photos
and side view drawings. The book also contains information about organization of

Royal Navy, British ship-based airplanes and naval weapons.
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