Fighting Ships of World War Two
1937-1945: Volume II United States
of America - A Detailed Exploration
of America's Naval Power During
the Most Devastating War in History

World War Two remains one of the most defining moments in human history. The
events that unfolded during this tumultuous period impacted the lives of millions,
reshaped nations, and altered the course of warfare forever. At the heart of this
epic conflict were the fighting ships, which played a crucial role in determining the

outcome of battles and projecting power across the vast oceans.

In this article, we delve into the second volume of "Fighting Ships of World War
Two 1937-1945" focusing on the United States of America's naval fleet. Packed
with historical insights and captivating stories, this extensive examination sheds
light on the extraordinary vessels that defended American interests throughout

the war.

The USS Arizona: A Symbol of Sacrifice

One ship that stands as a poignant symbol of the American naval power during
World War Two is the USS Arizona. Commissioned in 1916, this Pennsylvania-
class battleship was a formidable force in the Pacific theater. Tragically, on
December 7, 1941, during the infamous attack on Pearl Harbor, the USS Arizona
was sunk by Japanese bombers, taking the lives of 1,177 brave sailors on board.
Today, the sunken remnants of the USS Arizona serve as a memorial and a stark

reminder of the sacrifices made to protect American freedom.
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The USS Missouri: The Mighty Mo

While the USS Arizona represents the tragic side of America's naval history, the
USS Missouri symbolizes the triumphant end to World War Two. Known as the
"Mighty Mo," this lowa-class battleship played a pivotal role in the final stages of
the war, including hosting the surrender ceremony of the Axis forces in Tokyo Bay.
Today, the USS Missouri is a museum ship, where visitors can step foot on the

very deck where history was made.

The USS Enterprise: An Unparalleled Aircraft Carrier

Another remarkable addition to the United States Navy's fleet was the USS
Enterprise, fondly called the "Big E." This aircraft carrier played a vital role in
numerous major battles, earning the distinction of being the most decorated ship
of World War Two. With its expertly trained crew and innovative carrier air wing,
the USS Enterprise was a formidable force that struck fear into the hearts of its

enemies.
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Destroyers: America's Shields on the High Seas

When it comes to naval warfare, destroyers played a pivotal role in protecting
larger vessels and undertaking offensive operations. The United States had an
array of impressive destroyer classes, including the Fletcher-class, Sumner-class,
and Gearing-class destroyers. These agile and heavily armed ships formed the
backbone of America's destroyer force, escorting convoys, engaging enemy

submarines, and providing crucial fire support during amphibious landings.

The Battle of Midway: A Turning Point

One of the most decisive naval battles of World War Two was the Battle of
Midway. Fought primarily between the Imperial Japanese Navy and the United
States Navy, this pivotal engagement marked a significant turning point in the war
in the Pacific. American aircraft carriers, including the USS Yorktown and USS
Enterprise, played a crucial role in the victory, crippling Japan's carrier fleet and

shifting the momentum of the war in favor of the Allies.

The United States of America's naval power during World War Two played an
instrumental role in securing victory for the Allies. From battleships like the USS
Arizona and USS Missouri to aircraft carriers like the USS Enterprise, these
mighty vessels held the line, projected power, and wrote history. The bravery and
sacrifice of the men and women who served on these fighting ships are a
testament to the indomitable spirit of the United States and its commitment to

freedom.

As we reflect upon this chapter of history, it is crucial to honor the memory of
those who gave their lives in defense of liberty. The legacy of America's fighting
ships of World War Two will forever be etched in the annals of maritime history,
reminding us of the courage and determination required to overcome even the

darkest of days.
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This book, the second in the "Fighting ships of World War Two" series, contains
reference information about all fighting ships and boats of United States Navy and
United States Coast Guard, served, built or ordered in days of the Second World
War. Articles contain information about designing, building and service of all ships
and their technical data and modernization. Texts are accompanied by many
photos and side view drawings. The book also contains information about
organization of US Navy and US Coast Guard, USN ship-based airplanes and

naval weapons.

Fighting Ships of World War Two 1937-1945:
Volume II United States of America-A
Detailed Exploration of America's Naval
Power During the Most Devastating War in
History

World War Two remains one of the most defining moments in human
history. The events that unfolded during this tumultuous period impacted
the lives of millions, reshaped...
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