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Over the years, Australian cricket has experienced its fair share of ups and
downs. From being a dominant force in the sport to facing controversies that
shook the nation, the Australian cricket team has seen it all. From ball-tampering
scandals to periods of underperformance, the resilience of the team and the
passion of its fans have remained constant.

Australia's Golden Era

In the late 1990s and early 2000s, Australian cricket enjoyed an unparalleled
golden era. Led by legends like Steve Waugh and Ricky Ponting, the team
dominated world cricket. With remarkable talents such as Shane Warne, Glenn
McGrath, Matthew Hayden, and Adam Gilchrist, Australia set new standards of
excellence. They consistently achieved victories at home and abroad, making
their mark as one of the most formidable cricket teams in history.
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The Dark Period - Ball-Tampering Scandal

However, Australian cricket was shaken to its core in March 2018, when the
infamous ball-tampering scandal emerged during a Test match against South
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Africa. Steve Smith, then captain of the Australian team, along with David Warner
and Cameron Bancroft, were found guilty of attempting to alter the condition of
the ball with sandpaper. The scandal caused shockwaves across the cricketing
world and led to severe punishments for the players involved.

The Rebuilding Phase

After the ball-tampering scandal, Australian cricket faced a challenging rebuilding
phase. The team had to regain the trust of their fans and reestablish their
reputation. New leadership under Tim Paine saw a shift towards a more
disciplined and respectful approach to the game. Young talents like Marnus
Labuschagne, Pat Cummins, and Josh Hazlewood emerged as future stars,
helping the team slowly regain its form and confidence.

Summer of Riches

Fast forward to the summer of 2021, and Australian cricket staged an incredible
comeback. The team's hard work and dedication paid off as they clinched victory
after victory against strong opponents. The Ashes series against England
showcased Australia's dominance, with the team winning comprehensively. The
Australian cricket team showed exceptional batting and bowling performances,
reaffirming their position as a force to be reckoned with in international cricket.

Looking Ahead

As Australian cricket moves forward, there is a renewed sense of optimism and
excitement. The dark days are in the past, and the team is focused on building a
sustainable future. With a blend of experienced players and young talents,
Australian cricket seems well-equipped to face any challenge that comes their
way.

In



Australian cricket's journey from years of struggle to a summer of riches has been
a rollercoaster ride. From the highs of their golden era to the lows of the ball-
tampering scandal, the team has endured it all. However, their resilience,
determination, and love for the game have enabled them to overcome adversity
and emerge stronger. The future holds great promise for Australian cricket, and
fans around the world eagerly await what lies ahead.
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Watching Warne, McGrath and Langer leave the field for the last time after the
2007 Ashes whitewash, Michael Hussey knew that life was going to get tough for
the Australian cricket side. With these stars retiring and more to follow, he
wondered how the team could ever recover.

This is the inside story of how it did.

No-one foresaw quite how far Australia would fall, or for how long. For the next
seven years, disasters on the field were echoed by failings in the boardroom and
at the management table. Twenty20 loomed large, three coaches came and went,
Ricky Ponting made way for Michael Clarke. The Argus review argued for
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fundamental change in the team. England took their revenge on the pitch and
India asserted its dominance off it.

Somehow, though, out of the worst of the chaos in 2013 emerged the sweetest of
triumphs: a team of old campaigners and emerging youngsters shook off the
recent past to repeat the 5-0 Ashes sweep at home. Australian cricket was back.

One of Australia's sharpest cricket writers, Daniel Brettig watched all this unfold at
close quarters. Drawing upon the frank reflections of a host of key figures in
Australian cricket and his own observations from behind the scenes, he
seamlessly weaves together events on and off the field into a fascinating insider's
account of the lows and highs of recent Australian cricket.

Whitewash to Whitewash tells a tale that is in turns ludicrous, uproarious and
heroic – and the great comeback stories of modern times.

'Multitudes of books are written about sport. Too few are as thorough, entertaining
and, in places, brave as Daniel Brettig's.' Adelaide Advertiser
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