
From Frankenstein to Classics: The
Astonishing Journey of Mary Shelley
The Life of Mary Shelley

Mary Shelley, the celebrated English author, was born on August 30, 1797, in
London. She was the daughter of feminist philosopher Mary Wollstonecraft and
political philosopher William Godwin. Despite being born into a family of
intellectuals, Mary Shelley faced numerous tragedies during her early years.

At the young age of 16, Mary Shelley embarked on an encounter with destiny that
would shape the course of literary history. It began during a rainy summer in
Switzerland, where Mary Shelley and her literary companions engaged in a
storytelling contest. This contest gave birth to one of the most iconic novels of all
time: "Frankenstein; or, The Modern Prometheus."

The Birth of Frankenstein

"Frankenstein; or, The Modern Prometheus" was published anonymously in 1818
when Mary Shelley was only 20 years old. The novel tells the fascinating tale of
Victor Frankenstein, a young scientist capable of creating a living being through
the science of galvanism. The creature, often referred to as the "Frankenstein
monster," becomes an embodiment of Shelley's exploration of humanity, society,
and the consequences of scientific ambition.
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This extraordinary novel was an instant success, capturing the imagination of
readers worldwide. It gave birth to the genre of science fiction and brought Mary
Shelley into the literary spotlight. Despite the initial controversy surrounding the
novel, "Frankenstein" has withstood the test of time, becoming a beloved classic
that continues to captivate new generations.

Impact on Literature

Mary Shelley's "Frankenstein" revolutionized not only the genre of science fiction
but also literature as a whole. The novel presented deep philosophical questions
about the nature of life, the moral responsibilities of creators, and the
consequences of unchecked scientific advancement. Its exploration of themes
such as ambition, isolation, and the boundaries of humanity made it a
groundbreaking work of literature.

Beyond its immediate success, "Frankenstein" paved the way for future
generations of writers and influenced countless works that followed. Its themes
and motifs can be found in various literary works, films, and other art forms. The
novel's enduring popularity testifies to its profound impact on the world of
literature.
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Mary Shelley's Literary Legacy

While "Frankenstein" remains Mary Shelley's most famous work, her literary
career did not end there. She went on to publish numerous other novels, short
stories, and essays that showcased her incredible talent. Despite facing personal
tragedies, including the untimely deaths of her husband Percy Bysshe Shelley
and three of her children, Mary Shelley continued to write and contribute to the
literary world.

Her later works, such as "The Last Man" and "Lodore," further demonstrated her
unique storytelling ability and captivating prose. Although these works did not
achieve the same level of recognition as "Frankenstein," they showcased Mary
Shelley's versatility and depth as a writer.

Recognition and Legacy

Mary Shelley's contributions to literature have not gone unnoticed. Her work
continues to be celebrated and studied in academic settings worldwide. The
impact of "Frankenstein" on popular culture is evident, with countless
adaptations, retellings, and references in modern media.

Moreover, Mary Shelley's trailblazing spirit as a female writer in a predominantly
male-dominated literary landscape has inspired generations of women to pursue
their creative dreams. She played a significant role in shaping the literary canon
and breaking societal barriers.

In , Mary Shelley's journey from the creation of "Frankenstein" to becoming a
prominent figure in classical literature is an inspiring tale of resilience, innovation,
and intellectual brilliance. Her work forever altered the literary landscape, leaving
a legacy that continues to captivate generations. As we delve into the pages of



"Frankenstein" and explore Mary Shelley's other works, we unlock a world of
imagination, introspection, and literary genius.
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Frankenstein; or, The Modern Prometheus is the original 1818 'Uncensored'
Edition of Frankenstein as first published anonymously in 1818. This original
version is much more true to the spirit of the author's original intentions than the
heavily revised 1831 edition, edited by Shelley, in part, because of pressure to
make the story more conservative. Many scholars prefer the 1818 text to the
more common 1831 edition.
Frankenstein; or, The Modern Prometheus is a novel written by Mary Shelley
about a creature produced by an unorthodox scientific experiment. Shelley
started writing the story when she was nineteen, and the novel was published
when she was twenty-one. The first edition was published anonymously in
London in 1818. Shelley's name appears on the second edition, published in
France in 1823.
Shelley had travelled in the region of Geneva, where much of the story takes
place, and the topics of galvanism and other similar occult ideas were themes of
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conversation among her companions, particularly her future husband, Percy
Shelley. The storyline emerged from a dream. Mary, Percy, Lord Byron, and John
Polidori decided to have a competition to see who could write the best horror
story. After thinking for weeks about what her possible storyline could be, Shelley
dreamt about a scientist who created life and was horrified by what he had made.
She then wrote Frankenstein.
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