
From the Battle�elds of the
Peninsula to the Glamour of Paris: A
Journey with The Inniskillings in
1811
Join us on a captivating journey back in time to the year 1811, as we follow the

storied adventures of the famous British Army regiment, The Inniskillings, from

the grim battlefields of the Peninsula to the glitz and glamour of Paris. This article

delves into the fascinating history of The Inniskillings, exploring their experiences,

achievements, and encounters during this eventful period. So, prepare to be

enthralled as we step into their world and relive the triumphs and challenges of

this remarkable regiment.

In the Midst of the Peninsula War

In 1811, The Inniskillings, officially known as the 27th (Inniskilling) Regiment of

Foot, found themselves embroiled in the intensifying conflict of the Peninsula War.

This brutal six-year war waged by the British against the French armies of

Napoleon Bonaparte was characterized by its strategic maneuvering, fierce

battles, and heroic acts of valor.

The Inniskillings, composed of soldiers primarily from Ireland's Innishowen

Peninsula and Enniskillen, were raised in 1689 and had already established a

formidable reputation on the battlefield. They were renowned for their bravery,

loyalty, and unwavering dedication to duty, making them a force to be reckoned

with.
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The Inniskillings in Battle

As The Inniskillings trekked through the rugged terrain of the Peninsula, they

faced numerous engagements against seasoned French troops. Their valor was

tested in pivotal battles such as Albuera, Ciudad Rodrigo, and Badajoz. These

encounters witnessed acts of extraordinary heroism and sacrifice as the regiment

stood strong against overwhelming odds.

At Albuera, The Inniskillings fought with immense bravery, holding their ground

against several enemy attacks. Despite heavy casualties, they famously repelled

wave after wave of French assaults. This remarkable display of resilience and

courage earned them lasting respect and admiration from both allies and foes

alike.

Ciudad Rodrigo and Badajoz became remarkable victories for The Inniskillings

after engaging in grueling sieges. They displayed unparalleled determination in

capturing these strategic fortresses, enduring treacherous conditions and
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relentless enemy fire. The capture of Badajoz saw The Inniskillings fighting their

way through fortified walls, their heroic actions immortalized in military history.

From the Battlefield to the Streets of Paris

After their triumphs on the Iberian Peninsula, The Inniskillings were sent on a

different kind of mission - to the heart of Napoleon's empire, Paris, in 1811. These

battle-hardened troops found themselves in a city synonymous with grandeur,

opulence, and intrigue.

While Paris offered respite from the horrors of war, it also presented the men with

a new set of challenges. Adjusting to the bustling streets and unfamiliar customs,

they soon acclimatized to this vibrant metropolis. The Inniskillings became an

intriguing presence among the military occupying the city, their distinctive red

uniforms standing out in a crowd.

Amidst Parisian Society

Parisian society was captivated by the arrival of The Inniskillings, charmed by

their gallant demeanor, and intrigued by tales of their hard-fought victories. The

regiment became synonymous with courage and military excellence, attracting

social invitations and admirers from all walks of life.

Engaging with the locals, The Inniskillings showcased their prowess at formal

balls, exchanged pleasantries with high-ranking officials, and formed connections

with influential figures. The regiment's officers, distinguished by their military

achievements, found themselves embroiled in the intrigue of Parisian salons and

political circles.

Legacy and Impact



The experiences of The Inniskillings in the Peninsula and Paris left an indelible

mark on the regiment and history as a whole. Their unwavering bravery and

achievements in battle continue to be celebrated to this day, cementing their

place among the most renowned regiments in British military history.

The Inniskillings' journey from the grim battlefields of the Peninsula to the glamour

of Paris encapsulates the essence of their remarkable story. Filled with valor,

resilience, and triumph in the face of adversity, their legacy echoes through the

annals of history, immortalizing these brave soldiers and their extraordinary

accomplishments.

In this captivating journey, we have traveled alongside The Inniskillings,

witnessing their exploits in the Peninsula and their adventures in the glamorous

city of Paris. Their indomitable spirit and unwavering dedication to duty make The

Inniskillings an emblem of courage and heroism.

So, let us remember these brave soldiers, whose footsteps we have retraced, and

ponder upon the sacrifices made by those who came before us. The Inniskillings

will forever be etched in history as a testament to the human spirit's triumph in the

face of adversity.
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A first-hand account of several engagements in the Peninsula after the advance

from the Lines of Torres Vedras and pursuit of Masséna, and including the first

siege of Badajoz, edited from the original manuscript and with an explanatory

commentary and notes by an experienced author well acquainted with both the

period and the scenes of action.

Fills a gap in the history of the Innis killings, the years 1812 to 1814 only being

covered in Charles Crowe’s war Journals, recently published by Frontline Books

as ‘An Eloquent Soldier’.

Describes the French flight from Waterloo and – rarely revealed before – the life

of a young officer in a promiscuous Paris during the earlier weeks of the

Occupation.

Contains a number of contemporary illustrations not previously published.
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