
How Do Waves Behave? Here's How They Are
Measured - Fun Physics Lessons for Kids and
Children

Waves are not only found in the ocean but also occur in many other places, such
as when you throw a stone into a pond or even in the vibrations that produce
sound. Understanding how waves behave and how they are measured can be
fascinating! In this article, we will explore the world of waves and learn some
exciting physics lessons suitable for kids and children.

What Are Waves?
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Before we dive into how waves behave, let's understand what waves are. Waves
are the transfer of energy without the transfer of matter. They can be thought of
as ripples or disturbances that travel through a medium or space. The medium
can be a solid, liquid, or gas, and even empty space can be a medium for certain
types of waves.
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There are two main types of waves: transverse waves and longitudinal waves.
Transverse waves move perpendicular to the direction of the wave, like ocean
waves. Longitudinal waves, on the other hand, move parallel to the direction of
the wave, like sound waves.

How Do Waves Behave?

The behavior of waves can be described using several properties:

1. Amplitude

The amplitude of a wave is the maximum displacement or distance from the
equilibrium position of the medium. In simpler terms, it represents the height of
the wave from its resting position. The greater the amplitude, the more energy the
wave carries.
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2. Wavelength

Wavelength is the distance between two corresponding points on a wave, such
as the distance between two crests or two troughs. It is usually measured in
meters or any other unit of length.

3. Frequency

The frequency of a wave is the number of complete waves passing a given point
in a specific unit of time, usually measured in hertz (Hz). In simpler terms, it
represents the number of waves that occur in a second. High-frequency waves
have a shorter wavelength compared to low-frequency waves.

4. Speed

The speed of a wave is the distance it travels per unit of time. It is calculated by
dividing the wavelength by the time it takes for one wave to pass. The speed of a
wave mainly depends on the properties of the medium it is traveling through.

How Are Waves Measured?

Now that we know the basic properties of waves, let's explore how they are
measured:

1. Measuring Amplitude

The amplitude of a wave can be measured by finding the difference between the
highest and lowest points of a wave. For example, if you are measuring the
amplitude of an ocean wave, you can measure the distance from the crest
(highest point) to the trough (lowest point).

2. Measuring Wavelength



Wavelength can be measured by finding the distance between two corresponding
points on a wave, such as two crests or two troughs. You can use a ruler or
measuring tape to carefully measure the distance.

3. Measuring Frequency

The frequency of a wave can be measured using a device called an oscilloscope.
An oscilloscope can display the wave shape and provide the frequency value
directly. Alternatively, you can count the number of wave crests that pass a given
point in a known time interval to calculate the frequency.

4. Measuring Speed

The speed of a wave can be determined by dividing the distance it travels by the
time it takes. For example, if you want to measure the speed of a sound wave,
you can measure the distance between the source and the receiver and divide it
by the time it takes for the sound to travel.

Waves behave in fascinating ways and can be measured using various properties
such as amplitude, wavelength, frequency, and speed. By understanding these
concepts, kids and children can gain a deeper appreciation for the world of
physics and the role waves play in our everyday lives. Remember, whether it's
the crash of ocean waves or the sound of your favorite music, waves are all
around us!
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This book explains important theories in wave physics. However, facts presented
here are child-friendly in order to encourage active learning. You can read this
book for your child or you may allow your little one to read independently. Either
way, there shouldn’t be any pressure involved so effective self-pace learning is
achieved. Grab a copy now!
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