
How Hamilton's Surprising Tactics
Outwitted Napoleon's Generals in
the Peninsular War
The Peninsular War: A Crucial Turning Point

During the early 19th century, Europe witnessed a series of fierce conflicts that

would shape the course of history. One such conflict, known as the Peninsular

War, unfolded between 1807 and 1814. This war pitted Napoleon Bonaparte's

powerful French forces against the combined armies of Britain, Portugal, and

Spain, creating a battleground in the Iberian Peninsula.

While the Peninsular War had many notable participants, two names that stand

out are Hamilton Moore and Wellington. These military strategists played a crucial

role in the outcome of the war, with their collaboration leading to several

groundbreaking campaigns that stunned even the most seasoned French

generals. This article explores their joint efforts and the remarkable tactics they

deployed.

The Brilliant Mind of Hamilton Moore

Hamilton Moore, a brilliant English officer, possessed an unconventional military

mind that set him apart from his contemporaries. His ability to think outside the

box made him a formidable opponent for the French. Moore was a master of

guerrilla warfare, a tactic that involved swift strikes and hit-and-run maneuvers

rather than direct confrontations.

Hamilton's Campaigns with Moore and Wellington

during the Peninsular War
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Moore understood that traditional tactics would be futile against the mighty French

army. Instead, he sought to exploit their weaknesses by targeting supply lines,

interrupting communications, and instigating local uprisings. By avoiding large-

scale battles, Moore effectively weakened the morale and logistical capabilities of

the French forces.

The Rise of Wellington: A Strategic Alliance

Hamilton Moore's maverick tactics did not go unnoticed by his superiors, including

a young and ambitious Arthur Wellesley, later known as the Duke of Wellington.

Wellington recognized the potential in Moore's unorthodox methods and saw an

opportunity to develop a partnership that could tip the scales in their favor.

When Wellington assumed command in Portugal, he eagerly reached out to

Moore to form a strategic alliance. This partnership would prove to be a turning

point in the Peninsular War, as the combined forces of Moore and Wellington

harnessed their unique strengths to challenge Napoleon's dominance.

Surprise and Diversion: The Key to Hamilton and Wellington's

Success
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The campaigns that unfolded as a result of this collaboration were characterized

by their unpredictability. Hamilton and Wellington skillfully used surprise and

diversion to keep the French off balance and maintain the initiative in the conflict.

One of their most audacious campaigns was the ransacking of Ciudad Rodrigo.

Using ingeniously planned diversionary tactics, Hamilton and Wellington fooled

the French into thinking the attack was coming from a different direction,

successfully capturing the city. This unexpected victory not only dealt a heavy

blow to French morale but also disrupted their lines of communication and

supplies.

Another instance of their strategic brilliance was the Battle of Salamanca.

Hamilton and Wellington employed an elaborate deception plan, deliberately

weakening their left-wing and enticing the French to attack it. Once the French

committed their forces, the British and Portuguese troops, under Wellington's

command, executed a brilliant flanking maneuver, crushing the French and

securing a decisive victory.

Legacy and Impact

The innovative tactics employed by Hamilton Moore and Wellington during the

Peninsular War proved to be a game-changer in European warfare. Their

approach emphasized the importance of surprise, diversion, and unconventional

means to overcome seemingly insurmountable odds.

Furthermore, their successful campaigns served as a significant blow to

Napoleon's reputation and military might. The Peninsular War witnessed a

remarkable shift in the balance of power, as the French forces encountered

unexpected resistance and were forced to divert their attention from other crucial

fronts.



To this day, the achievements of Hamilton Moore and Wellington in the Peninsular

War remain a testimony to the power of innovative tactics and strategic alliances.

Their legacy has shaped the military doctrines of many nations and continues to

inspire future leaders and military historians alike.

In , the collaborative efforts of Hamilton Moore and Wellington during the

Peninsular War exemplify the triumph of agility and creativity over sheer force.

Their surprise campaigns and unconventional tactics were pivotal in challenging

Napoleon's dominance in Europe. Their legacy serves as a testament to the

critical role played by visionary military strategists in shaping the course of history.
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The memoir of another of the hardy and eloquent Irish soldiers that fought in the

British army during the Peninsular Wars. Hamilton’s memoirs were not intended

for a large publication and do not contain the details of camp and campaign life

that you might find in such works by Costello, Tomkinson or Kincaid. They are,

however, a collection of first rate eye-witness accounts of the battles that

Hamilton and his comrades of the 43rd regiment of Foot took part in, or was in a
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position to offer a close second-hand account of. The list of battles covered

encompasses almost all of the major engagements that the British army took part

in the Peninsular and 1815 campaign; Rolica, Vimiero, Coruña, Talavera, Busaco,

Albuera, Fuentes d’Oñoro, the sieges of Cuidad Rodrigo and Badajoz,

Salamanca, Vittoria and finally Waterloo.

A pithy eye-witness account.

Author – Anthony Hamilton – (1779 - 1844)
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