
How Modern Extremists Abuse The Medieval
Past - Uncovering the Disturbing Truth
The Rise of Modern Extremism: A Dangerous Game

Extremism has seeped into various facets of our world, taking advantage of
historical events and periods to substantiate its twisted ideologies. In recent
years, one surprising period that has captured the imagination of modern
extremists is the medieval era. The medieval past, with its vastly different societal
structures and ideals, has become a tool manipulated by extremists to fuel their
narratives of hatred and division.

How did the medieval past become a breeding ground for extremism?
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The Romanticized Middle Ages: A Misleading Perspective

When we think of the medieval period, we often conjure images of chivalry,
knights in shining armor, and fairytale castles. Unfortunately, this romanticized
perspective of the middle ages has been exploited by extremists to legitimize
their actions and ideologies.

The abuse of the romanticized medieval past

Extremists skillfully utilize the romanticized version of the middle ages to convey
a sense of purity and righteousness. They paint an idyllic picture of a bygone era,
filled with uncompromising values and religious purity. By identifying with such an
era, they seek to justify their extremist beliefs and actions under the cloak of
tradition and honor.

Distorting History: How Extremists Rewrite the Narrative

One of the most disturbing tactics employed by modern extremists is the
distortion of historical events. They selectively cherry-pick details from the
medieval past to fit their narratives, conveniently ignoring the complexity and
diversity of the era. This manipulation of history perpetuates a simplistic, black-
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and-white understanding of the middle ages, which only serves to further their
extremist agendas.

The Crusades: A Case in Point

The Crusades—a series of religious wars fought between Christians and Muslims
—proved to be a fertile ground for extremists seeking justification for their actions.
These modern extremists manipulate and frame the Crusades as a clash of
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civilizations, intended to signal that an ongoing conflict between opposing
religious groups is necessary.

The Medieval Witch Hunts: Fueling Modern Misogyny

Another example of historical manipulation is the misrepresentation of medieval
witch hunts. Extremist groups, particularly those advocating misogyny, seize upon
this dark chapter in history to validate the oppression of women in the modern
world. By mischaracterizing the reasons behind these witch hunts, they falsely
portray women as threats to societal stability, echoing sexist views and justifying
discriminatory practices.

Confronting the Manipulation: Education is Key

To combat the dangerous manipulation of the medieval past by modern
extremists, education plays a pivotal role. By disseminating accurate historical
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knowledge and promoting critical thinking skills, we can equip individuals with the
tools to recognize and challenge extremist ideologies.

Engaging students in critical discussions

In schools and universities, it is imperative to engage students in meaningful
discussions about history and its relevance today. By exploring the complexities
of the medieval period, students can develop a nuanced understanding of the
era, dismantling the misconceptions extremists seek to perpetuate.

The Responsibility of Media and Internet Platforms

The role of media and internet platforms in countering extremist propaganda
cannot be underestimated. These platforms need to prioritize responsible content
management, ensuring that extremist narratives do not gain traction. By actively
promoting fact-checking and providing accurate historical context, media outlets
and technology companies can deter the spread of misinformation perpetuated
by modern extremists.

Encouraging critical media consumption

As consumers of media, we share the responsibility of engaging critically with the
information we encounter. By fact-checking and seeking multiple perspectives,
we can resist falling prey to distorted narratives and actively combat the influence
of extremists.

: Shattering the Illusions



The manipulation of the medieval past by modern extremists is a dangerous
phenomenon that cannot go unchallenged. By recognizing the romanticized
perspective and distortion of history, we can unveil the twisted agendas behind
these extremist narratives.

Education, critical thinking, and responsible media consumption have the
potential to dismantle the foundations on which extremist ideologies thrive. By
empowering individuals with knowledge and the tools to discern fact from fiction,
we can strive toward a future that rejects hate, division, and the abuse of history.
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Amy S. Kaufman and Paul B. Sturtevant examine the many ways in which the
medieval past has been manipulated to promote discrimination, oppression, and
murder. Tracing the fetish for “medieval times” behind toxic ideologies like
nationalism, antisemitism, Islamophobia, misogyny, and white supremacy,
Kaufman and Sturtevant show us how the Middle Ages have been twisted for
political purposes in every century that followed. The Devil’s Historians casts
aside the myth of an oppressive, patriarchal medieval monoculture and reveals a
medieval world not often shown in popular culture: one that is diverse, thriving,
courageous, compelling, and complex.
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