
How Our Continent Was Shaped By
Conquerors, Influencers, and Other Visitors
From the Past
Our continent, with its rich tapestry of cultures, traditions, and histories, has been
shaped and influenced by various conquerors, influencers, and other visitors
throughout time. From ancient civilizations to modern empires, their presence has
left an indelible mark on our land. In this article, we will explore the profound
impact these individuals and groups have had on shaping our continent's history.

1. Conquerors: Empires that Shook the Foundations

Conquerors, those ruthless leaders with ambitions of domination, have played a
significant role in shaping our continent. From Alexander the Great and Genghis
Khan to Napoleon Bonaparte and the Ottoman Empire, their conquests have
redrawn borders, toppled kingdoms, and affected the lives of countless people.
Discover the legacies they left behind and the lasting consequences of their
actions.

2. Influencers: Ideas that Transformed Societies

Influencers come in many forms – philosophers, theologians, artists, and
scientists who have challenged prevailing beliefs, stirred minds, and brought
about significant societal changes. From the philosophical teachings of Socrates
and the Renaissance thinkers to the scientific advancements of Isaac Newton
and the artistic revolution led by the likes of Picasso, delve into the transformative
ideas that have shaped our continent's cultural and intellectual landscapes.
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3. Other Visitors: Traders, Explorers, and Seekers of Fortune

While conquerors and influencers often sought power and control, other visitors
arrived on our shores with different intentions. Traders, explorers, and seekers of
fortune have not only sailed the seven seas but also paved the way for cultural
exchange, economic growth, and the discovery of new lands. Unravel the tales of
Marco Polo, Christopher Columbus, and the East India Company as we recount
their adventures and the impact they had on our continent.

The history of our continent is a complex tapestry interwoven with the triumphs,
tragedies, and lasting legacies of conquerors, influencers, and other visitors. By
understanding their impact, we gain insight into the forces that have shaped our
societies today. As we appreciate the multitude of narratives encompassing our
continent's history, we can better appreciate the diversity and resilience of our
people.
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The Lost History of Ancient America presents new evidence of transoceanic
visitors to America, hundreds, even thousands, of years before Christopher
Columbus was born. Its 20 eminent contributors are experts in a variety of fields,
from botany, biology, and prehistoric engineering to underwater archaeology,
archaeo-astronomy, and Bronze Age warfare.

In ancient times, the sea was not an impassable barrier separating our ancestors
from the outside world, but a highway taking them to every corner of it. Never
before and nowhere else has so much evidence proving the impact made on
America by overseas visitors been assembled.

You will learn about:

A chain of stonewalls across southern Illinois that has stood for the last two
millennia.

A profusion of plants flourishing throughout the United States and Canada
that originated more than 20 centuries ago.
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Underwater ruins recently found off the coast of Oregon.

Bronze Age oil wells in Pennsylvania.

And much, much more.

The Lost History of Ancient America ends the debate between cultural
diffusionists--who have always known that our ancient ancestors did not consider
the sea an impassable barrier--and cultural isolationists, who have been equally
certain that humans lacked the know-how and courage for global navigation until
a little more than 500 years ago.
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