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The Rise of a Cricketer

Cricket, often described as a gentleman's game, has witnessed innumerable
players who embodied the spirit of sportsmanship and fair play. However, one
cricketer's journey stands out among the rest as he not only excelled in the game
itself but also transformed into a true gentleman, leaving an indelible mark on the
sport. This extraordinary cricketer-turned-gentleman is none other than John

Roberts, whose story is both captivating and inspiring.

Discovering John Roberts
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John Roberts, born into a middle-class family in a small town, displayed a keen
interest in cricket from a young age. With an unparalleled love for the game, he
spent his childhood days playing cricket in local parks and school grounds. His

love for the sport soon turned into a passion, paving the way for a remarkable

journey ahead.
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The Turning Point

As a teenager, John Roberts encountered a life-altering incident during a crucial
match that changed his perspective on the game forever. In a fiercely contested
encounter, an opposing player was declared out by the umpire when the ball
clearly missed his leg stump. While most players celebrated the dismissal, it was

John Roberts who stepped forward and admitted that the decision was incorrect.

This act of honesty and integrity demonstrated by John caught everyone's

attention, including renowned cricket coaches and selectors. It became a pivotal
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moment in his life, as he was soon selected to represent his town's cricket team

at the national level.

The Rise to Stardom

John Roberts made rapid progress in his cricketing career, showcasing
exceptional talents with both bat and ball. His elegant stroke play, impeccable
bowling action, and incredible fielding skills made him a force to be reckoned
with. As he continued to excel, he earned numerous accolades and caught the

attention of national selectors, knocking on the doors of international cricket.

Redefining the Perception

John's remarkable skill on the cricket field was not the sole reason behind his
widespread popularity. It was his values and conduct that truly set him apart as a
cricketer and as a gentleman. He believed in fair play, respect for opponents, and

maintaining the spirit of the game at all times.

On numerous occasions, John Roberts won hearts and admiration with his
graceful attitude. Whether it was acknowledging an umpire's decision with a nod
and a smile or applauding an opponent's brilliant performance, he was a shining

embodiment of sportsmanship.

A Role Model for Future Generations

John Roberts' impact extended far beyond his playing days. His conduct both on
and off the field inspired a whole new generation of cricketers to emulate his

example of being a gentleman while competing fiercely.

Not only did John serve as an inspiration for his fellow cricketers, but he also

actively involved himself in promoting fair play and integrity in the sport. He



conducted workshops and seminars to instill the values of sportsmanship among

young cricketers, ensuring that the spirit of the game was carried forward.

Legacy and Recognition

The remarkable journey of John Roberts did not go unnoticed. His exceptional
cricketing skills and gentlemanly conduct earned him widespread respect and
admiration. In recognition of his contributions to the sport, he was honored with
numerous awards, including the coveted "Cricketer and Gentleman of the Year"
title.

John Roberts' legacy continues to inspire cricketers and sports enthusiasts
worldwide. His story serves as a reminder that true success lies not only in
winning matches but also in upholding principles of fairness, integrity, and

respect.

John Roberts, the cricketer who became a gentleman, revolutionized the way
cricket was perceived. His incredible talent combined with his unwavering
commitment to fair play and sportsmanship left an everlasting impact on the

game.

Even though John's playing days are over, his legacy lives on. His remarkable
journey serves as a beacon of hope for aspiring cricketers who aspire not only to
achieve greatness on the field but also to become true gentlemen, leaving a

lasting impression on the game they love.
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SHORTLISTED FOR THE TELEGRAPH SPORTS BOOK AWARDS CRICKET
BOOK OF THE YEAR 2021

"Verdict on Willis book: a treat' - Express
"The book is a gem' - Mike Atherton

'It's a lovely book, containing previously unseen musings from the great man' -
David Lloyd

‘enjoyable and eye-opening... a delight to read' - The Telegraph
'A warm, polished recollection.' - The Guardian

'It's such a great read' - Piers Morgan

'Willis book will bowl you over' - Sunday Mirror & The People

A biography celebrating the life of the legendary cricketer Bob Willis, with tributes

from key figures in sports and media and a foreword by Sir lan Botham.
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Following his passing in 2019, tributes to Bob came flooding in in every major
news outlet and from every major figure in the industry - and outside of it. His
career spanned decades, from his days as a cricketer for England to his time as a
pundit on Sky TV. This autobiography includes never-before-seen writing from
Bob alongside contributions from key figures as well as a detailed account of the

great England victory over Australia at Headingly in 1981.

The book, edited by Bob's brother David, combines a new biography, written by
Daily Mail sportswriter Mike Dickson, with a celebration of a truly legendary man.
Tributes from some of his many friends in the world of cricket and beyond are
accompanied by reflections on highlights from an eventful life, drawing on
autobiographical and personal material by Bob himself, contemporary press

reports and the accounts of team-mates and opponents.
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