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The world had barely recovered from the aftermath of the First World War when
another dark cloud cast its shadow over humanity. The years between 1939 and
1945 witnessed one of the most catastrophic events in history – World War II.
This article delves into the inferno that engulfed the globe during those years and
explores the devastating consequences it had on societies, economies, and
individuals.

The Rising Storm

"December 7, 1941 - a date which will live in infamy" - these were the words
spoken by President Franklin D. Roosevelt after the surprise attack on Pearl
Harbor by the Imperial Japanese Navy. This marked the beginning of a global
conflict that soon escalated as major powers got entangled in a web of alliances
and rivalries.
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The conflicts in Europe, North Africa, the Pacific, and countless other regions
shaped the course of history. The fighting was relentless, as armies clashed on

FREE

http://dl.neutronbyte.com/pdf-file/Wa18oYTP/e/wjkK/OPMw/WymrA/Inferno-The-World-at-War-1939-1945-Max-Hastings.pdf
http://dl.neutronbyte.com/pdf-file/Wa18oYTP/e/wjkK/OPMw/WymrA/Inferno-The-World-at-War-1939-1945-Max-Hastings.pdf
http://dl.neutronbyte.com/pdf-file/Wa18oYTP/e/wjkK/OPMw/WymrA/Inferno-The-World-at-War-1939-1945-Max-Hastings.pdf


land, sea, and air. People's lives were forever shattered, and entire cities were
reduced to rubble.

The Carnage on European Soil

Europe became the epicenter of the war, with Hitler's Nazi Germany rapidly
conquering countries and imposing its brutal rule. The Holocaust, an unspeakable
tragedy, unfolded with the systematic persecution and genocide of millions of
Jews, along with other minority groups.

Millions more died on the battlefronts as Allied forces fought to liberate occupied
nations and end Hitler's reign of terror. The Invasion of Normandy, also known as
D-Day, served as a turning point in the war, as Allied troops launched a massive
assault on the beaches of France.

The Pacific Theatre and the Atomic Bomb

While Europe experienced unimaginable suffering, the Pacific witnessed its own
horrors. The Empire of Japan sought to expand its influence, leading to fierce
fighting with the Allies. The Battle of Midway, the island-hopping campaigns, and
the infamous kamikaze attacks were just a few of the events that defined this
theatre.

However, it was the deployment of the atomic bombs on the Japanese cities of
Hiroshima and Nagasaki that forever changed the face of warfare. These
bombings, which resulted in the deaths of hundreds of thousands of civilians, led
to Japan's surrender and the end of the war.

The Aftermath and the Lessons Learned

The war exacted an immeasurable toll on human lives, causing unprecedented
suffering and leaving scars that still haunt us today. However, out of this inferno



came important lessons that shaped the world's approach to conflict and
cooperation.

The establishment of the United Nations, the Universal Declaration of Human
Rights, and the Nuremberg Trials were all attempts to prevent such a cataclysm
from happening again. The war had reshaped boundaries, economies, and
political systems, giving rise to the bipolarity of the Cold War.

Remembering the Inferno

While the world has moved on from those dark years, it is vital to remember the
horrors and sacrifices of those who came before us. From the soldiers who fought
bravely on the frontlines to the civilians who endured unimaginable hardships,
their stories must be etched into our collective memory.

Only by understanding the inferno that was World War II can we strive to build a
more peaceful and just world. It is a testament to the resilience of humanity that
we continue to learn, adapt, and grow from the devastating events that took place
between 1939 and 1945.
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From one of our finest military historians, a monumental work that shows us at
once the truly global reach of World War II and its deeply personal
consequences.

World War II involved tens of millions of soldiers and cost sixty million lives—an
average of twenty-seven thousand a day. For thirty-five years, Max Hastings has
researched and written about different aspects of the war. Now, for the first time,
he gives us a magnificent, single-volume history of the entire war.

Through his strikingly detailed stories of everyday people—of soldiers, sailors and
airmen; British housewives and Indian peasants; SS killers and the citizens of
Leningrad, some of whom resorted to cannibalism during the two-year siege;
Japanese suicide pilots and American carrier crews—Hastings provides a
singularly intimate portrait of the world at war. He simultaneously traces the major
developments—Hitler’s refusal to retreat from the Soviet Union until it was too
late; Stalin’s ruthlessness in using his greater population to wear down the
German army; Churchill’s leadership in the dark days of 1940 and 1941;
Roosevelt’s steady hand before and after the United States entered the war—and
puts them in real human context.

Hastings also illuminates some of the darker and less explored regions under the
war’s penumbra, including the conflict between the Soviet Union and Finland,
during which the Finns fiercely and surprisingly resisted Stalin’s invading Red
Army; and the Bengal famine in 1943 and 1944, when at least one million people
died in what turned out to be, in Nehru’s words, “the final epitaph of British rule” in
India.
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Remarkably informed and wide-ranging, Inferno is both elegantly written and
cogently argued. Above all, it is a new and essential understanding of one of the
greatest and bloodiest events of the twentieth century.
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