
JUSTIFYING AMERICA WARS: The Shocking
Truth Revealed!
The Historical Context of America's Involvement in Wars

For centuries, the United States of America has engaged in numerous military
conflicts around the world in the name of defending its interests, supporting its
allies, and spreading democracy. These wars have shaped the very foundation of
the nation, fueling debates about the validity of their justifications. Let's dive into
the historical context behind America's involvement in wars and uncover the
shocking truth that lies beneath.

The Revolutionary War: Fighting for Independence

One of the earliest wars the United States fought was the Revolutionary War, a
conflict that spanned from 1775 to 1783. The American colonies sought
independence from British rule, justifying their actions with the belief that all
individuals are entitled to certain inalienable rights, including life, liberty, and the
pursuit of happiness. By challenging British authority, the colonies aimed to
establish a nation where these rights were protected.

The Civil War: Preserving the Union

Fast forward to the mid-19th century, and the United States found itself torn apart
by the Civil War, which lasted from 1861 to 1865. The war began as a result of
disagreements over slavery, states' rights, and the role of the federal government.
The Union, representing the northern states, justified their military actions by
aiming to preserve the nation and abolish slavery, thereby ensuring equality and
justice for all Americans.
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World War II: Defending Democracy

One of the most significant wars in American history was World War II, fought
from 1939 to 1945. The United States entered the war after the surprise attack on
Pearl Harbor by the Japanese. Justifying their involvement, the U.S. aimed to
defend democracy and protect global stability against the aggressive expansion
of fascist regimes. The war resulted in the liberation of concentration camps, the
establishment of the United Nations, and the strengthening of America's position
as a global superpower.

The Cold War: Containing Communism

Following World War II, the United States found itself embroiled in the Cold War,
a protracted ideological battle against the Soviet Union. The U.S., adopting the
policy of containment, justified its military interventions around the world, such as
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the Korean War and the Vietnam War, by aiming to prevent the spread of
communism. Both wars, despite their controversial nature, were seen as part of a
broader effort to protect American interests and preserve democracy.

The War on Terror: Ensuring National Security

Post 9/11, the United States launched the War on Terror, an ongoing military
campaign against various terrorist groups and nations believed to support
terrorism. Justifying these wars through the need to ensure national security, the
U.S. aimed to eliminate threats and defend its citizens from further attacks. This
led to military operations in Afghanistan, Iraq, and other regions, all with the
ultimate goal of safeguarding the American way of life.

The Controversies and Debates

While the United States has consistently provided justifications for its involvement
in wars, controversies and debates have surrounded these actions. Critics argue
that some wars were driven by ulterior motives, such as geopolitical interests or
control over valuable resources. Additionally, the immense human and economic
costs of war have led many to question the validity of justifications provided.

The Importance of Constant Reflection and Evaluation

As citizens, it is crucial to engage in constant reflection and evaluation of the
justifications provided for America's wars. Understanding the historical context
and the underlying geopolitical dynamics can help debunk myths and contribute
to a more informed discourse. By questioning the motives behind military
interventions, we can hold our leaders accountable and strive for a more peaceful
world.

In



The history of America is intertwined with a multitude of wars, each justified in its
own way. From fighting for independence to defending democracy and ensuring
national security, the United States has embarked on military campaigns with
varying degrees of controversy. By examining the historical context and engaging
in critical discussions, we can better understand the rationale behind these wars
and work towards a more peaceful future.
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This book examines the justifications for, and practice of, war by the US since
1990, and examines four case studies: the Gulf War, Kosovo, Afghanistan and
Iraq.

The author undertakes an examination of presidential speeches and public
documents from this period to determine the focal points on which the respective
presidents based their rhetoric for war. The work then examines the practice of
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war in the light of these justifications to determine whether changes in
justifications correlate with changes in practice. In particular, the justificatory
discourse finds four key themes that emerge in the presidential discourses, which
are tracked across the case studies and point to the fundamental driving force in
US motivations for going to war. The four key themes which emerge from the
data are: international law or norms; human rights; national interest; and egoist
morality (similar too, but wider than, 'exceptionalism'). This analysis shows that
9/11 resulted in a radical shift away from an international law and human rights-
focused justificatory discourse, to one which was overwhelmingly dominated by
egoist-morality justifications and national interest.

This book will be of much interest to students of US foreign policy, humanitarian
intervention, Security Studies, and IR theory.
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