
Learn How to Make a Sailor Traditional Ditty
Bag and Sea Bag - Your Essential Guide to
Crafting Practical and Stylish Nautical
Accessories
Are you a sailing enthusiast or perhaps someone who admires the nautical
lifestyle? If so, you might be interested in creating your very own sailor traditional
ditty bag and sea bag. These iconic maritime accessories not only serve a
practical purpose but also exude a rustic charm that is hard to resist. In this
comprehensive guide, we will take you through the step-by-step process of
making these bags from scratch. So put on your sea legs and get ready to
embark on a crafty adventure like no other!

What Is a Sailor Traditional Ditty Bag?

A sailor traditional ditty bag, also known as a ditty kit or ditty box, is a small
handheld bag traditionally used by sailors to store their personal belongings while
at sea. These bags are usually made from durable materials such as canvas or
cotton duck cloth, ensuring their longevity in harsh maritime conditions. Sailors
would typically use these bags to keep their sewing tools, personal grooming
items, and other essentials during their voyages. Today, ditty bags have become
popular among maritime enthusiasts and make for stylish and functional
accessories.

The Versatile Sea Bag

While the ditty bag is perfect for storing small items, the sea bag is its larger and
sturdier counterpart. Just like the ditty bag, the sea bag is typically made from
durable fabrics like canvas or duck cloth. Its larger size allows sailors to carry a



significant amount of clothing, bedding, or other necessities. Sea bags often have
a drawstring closure system, making it easier for sailors to access and secure
their belongings. Whether you are planning a sailing adventure or simply
appreciate their practicality, learning how to make a sea bag is a valuable skill.
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Materials and Tools You'll Need

Before you dive into the crafting process, gather the following materials and tools
to ensure a smooth journey:

1. Canvas or cotton duck cloth

2. Thread in a color of your choice

3. Sewing needles

4. Scissors

5. Measuring tape
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6. Ruler

7. Sewing machine (optional)

8. Drawstring cord or rope

9. Grommets (optional)

Step-by-Step Guide: Making a Sailor Traditional Ditty Bag

Step 1: Measuring and Cutting the Fabric

Start by determining the desired size of your ditty bag. Measure and mark the
dimensions onto the canvas or duck cloth, keeping in mind that you will need
extra fabric for the seam allowance. Use a ruler and scissors to carefully cut out
the fabric pieces according to your measurements.

Step 2: Sewing the Bag

Take the two main fabric pieces and place them together with the right sides
facing each other. Pin the edges together to secure them in place. Using either a
sewing machine or a needle and thread, sew the side seams together, leaving the
top open. The seam allowance should be around half an inch.

Step 3: Adding the Drawstring Closure

To create the drawstring closure system, fold over a small portion of the fabric
near the top opening, creating a hem. Sew along the fold to secure it in place.
Leave a small gap in the stitching to insert the drawstring later.

Step 4: Attaching the Grommets (Optional)

If you want to add a professional touch to your ditty bag, consider attaching
grommets to create reinforced holes for the drawstring to pass through. Using a



grommet kit and following the manufacturer's instructions, install the grommets at
the top corners of the bag.

Step-by-Step Guide: Making a Sea Bag

Step 1: Measuring and Cutting the Fabric

Similar to the ditty bag, measure and mark the desired dimensions onto the
canvas or duck cloth. Remember to account for the seam allowance and the
larger size of the sea bag. Cut out the fabric pieces accordingly.

Step 2: Sewing the Bag

Place the fabric pieces together with the right sides facing each other. Pin the
edges and sew the side seams, leaving the top open. The seam allowance
should be around half an inch, just like the ditty bag.

Step 3: Attaching the Drawstring Closure

Fold over a portion of the fabric near the top opening to create a hem, similar to
the ditty bag. Sew along the fold, leaving a small gap for the drawstring. As the
sea bag requires sturdier closure, consider using a thicker drawstring cord or
rope.

Step 4: Adding Handles (Optional)

To make carrying the sea bag more convenient, you can add handles to the
sides. Cut out two long strips of fabric and sew them onto the bag's sides,
ensuring their strength and durability. This step is ideal for those planning longer
voyages or carrying heavier loads.

Congratulations! You have now learned how to create your very own sailor
traditional ditty bag and sea bag. These nautical accessories are not only
functional but also carry a sense of maritime history and charm. Whether you are



an avid sailor or simply love all things nautical, making these bags allows you to
embrace the seafaring spirit in a tangible and creative way. So gather your
materials, set sail on your crafty adventure, and enjoy the delightful process of
making these timeless maritime accessories!
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A tradition from the days of sail, with easy-to-follow text and full-color pictures on
the making of a sailor's ditty bag and sea bag. This ebook can be viewed
electronically on almost any device - Kindle, iPhone/iPad, Android devices, and
on your computer with the free Kindle app!
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"La Vie De Lazarillo De Tormes", or simply "Lazarillo de Tormes" as it is
commonly known, is a Spanish literary masterpiece that dates back to
the 16th century. Written...
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