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Lee Douglas Southall Freeman was not just another historian. His ideas and

writings had a profound impact, elevating him to become one of the most

influential historians in American history.

In this article, we will delve into the life and legacy of Lee Douglas Southall

Freeman, exploring his contributions, perspectives, and unique approach to

American history.
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Early Life and Education

Born on October 30, 1915, in Lynchburg, Virginia, Freeman's passion for history

manifested at an early age. As a young boy, he found solace in the local libraries,

immersing himself in history books and biographies.

Freeman's academic journey began atHampden-Sydney College and continued

at the University of Richmond, where he completed his bachelor's and master's

degrees. Later, he attended Yale University, earning a Ph.D. in 1940, cementing

his aspirations to become a respected historian.
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Rise to Prominence

Freeman's rise to prominence unfolded through his groundbreaking research and

thought-provoking interpretations of American history. His distinctive writing style

captivated readers, combining rigorous analysis with vivid storytelling.

In 1947, Freeman published his magnum opus, "R. E. Lee: A Biography," which

became an instant success. This comprehensive biography of the Confederate

general, Robert E. Lee, received widespread acclaim for its meticulous research

and unbiased portrayal.

Following this triumph, Freeman went on to pen numerous influential works,

shaping the historical narrative of important figures, such as George Washington

and Franklin D. Roosevelt. His keen eye for historical accuracy garnered him

immense respect within academic and literary circles.

Award-Winning Historian

Freeman's prolific career was decorated with various accolades, demonstrating

his expertise and contribution to the field of American history. In 1958, he was

appointed as the official historian of Virginia, a position he held for nearly 30

years.

Furthermore, Freeman was an esteemed member of several prestigious

organizations, including the Virginia Historical Society, the Board of Visitors of the

Army War College, and the Advisory Board of the National Institute of Social

Sciences.

Recognizing his exceptional contributions, Freeman received the Pulitzer Prize for

History in 1935 and 1958, becoming the only historian to receive this honor twice.



He also received the Presidential Medal of Freedom, confirming his status as a

revered historian and intellectual.

Critical Analysis and Debates

While Freeman's works were widely acclaimed, they were not immune to criticism

and debates. Some critics argued that his interpretations lacked a fresh

perspective, often presenting a traditional view of history.

Additionally, Freeman's staunch defense of Confederate leaders and his

sympathetic approach towards the Confederacy raised eyebrows. Critics alleged

that his personal biases influenced his writings, leading to a skewed

representation of historical events.

Nevertheless, many historians agreed that Freeman's vast body of work remained

valuable in understanding the complexities of American history, even if it didn't

always align with contemporary interpretations.

Legacy and Enduring Influence

Lee Douglas Southall Freeman left an indelible mark on American historiography.

His meticulous research, captivating storytelling, and deep understanding of his

subjects paved the way for generations of historians.

Today, Freeman's works continue to be studied and analyzed, providing

invaluable insights into crucial periods of American history. His writings serve as a

benchmark for historical research, reminding future scholars of the importance of

factual accuracy and diligent analysis.

In , Lee Douglas Southall Freeman was more than just a historian. His passion,

intellectual rigor, and commitment to presenting the past in a comprehensive

manner make him an undisputed figure in American historiography. By actively



engaging with his books and ideas, we can uncover profound truths about our

nation's history and be inspired by the power of dedicated scholarship.
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Douglas Southall Freeman’s Pulitzer Prize–winning biography of Robert E. Lee

was greeted with critical acclaim when it was first published in 1935. This reissue

chronicles all the major aspects and highlights of the general’s military career,

from his stunning accomplishments in the Mexican War to the humbling surrender

at Appomattox.

More than just a military leader, Lee embodied all the conflicts of his time. The

son of a Revolutionary War hero and related by marriage to George Washington,

he was the product of young America’s elite. When Abraham Lincoln offered him

command of the United States Army, however, he choose to lead the confederate

ranks, convinced that his first loyalty lay with his native Virginia. Although a

member of the planter class, he felt that slavery was “a moral and political evil.”

Aloof and somber, he nevertheless continually inspired his men by his deep

concern for their personal welfare.

Freeman’s biography is the full portrait of a great American—a distinguished,

scholarly, yet eminently readable classic that has linked Freeman to Lee as

irrevocably as Boswell to Dr. Johnson.

The Fascinating History of the Former
Ottoman Territories Administered by the
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The Intricate Tale of British Rule over the Former Ottoman Territories The

aftermath of World War I brought about significant changes to the global
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pride in its comprehensive approach to various societal issues. This
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