
Married Bliss And Mechanical
Breakdowns While Living Aboard
Trawler
Living aboard a trawler can be an unforgettable adventure that allows you to

explore the open waters and experience a unique lifestyle. However, like any

other mode of transportation, mechanical breakdowns can disrupt your married

bliss and throw unexpected challenges your way. In this article, we will dive into

the complexities of maintaining a trawler while living aboard, highlighting both the

joyous moments and the frustrations that come with it.

1. Embracing the Freedom of Living Aboard

Living aboard a trawler offers unparalleled freedom and the opportunity to

connect with nature on a daily basis. Imagine waking up to breathtaking sunrises

and falling asleep under a sky full of stars. You can watch dolphins playfully swim

alongside your trawler or discover hidden islands that are only accessible by

water. This lifestyle allows married couples to strengthen their bond while

embracing the simplicity of life and the beauty of the open sea.

2. The Challenges of Mechanical Breakdowns

Despite the idyllic image painted above, living aboard a trawler is not always

smooth sailing. Mechanical breakdowns can test the patience and resilience of

even the happiest married couples. These breakdowns can occur at the most

inconvenient times, far away from shore or during an important journey. From

engine failures to electrical issues, these challenges require problem-solving skills

and a deep understanding of the inner workings of your trawler. However,



overcoming them can bring couples closer together and build a trust that is hard

to replicate in any other scenario.
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3. The Importance of Regular Maintenance

Prevention is key when it comes to avoiding mechanical breakdowns. Regular

maintenance and thorough checks can significantly reduce the likelihood of facing

unexpected issues while living aboard. This involves taking good care of the

engine, generator, and other crucial systems. From changing oil and filters to

inspecting belts and hoses, couples must understand the importance of

dedicating time to these tasks. By ensuring your trawler is in optimal condition,

you can reduce the chances of being stranded in the middle of the ocean due to

preventable breakdowns.

4. Problem-Solving as a Team

When a breakdown occurs, couples must rely on their problem-solving skills and

work together as a team. It is essential to remain calm and communicate
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effectively while assessing the situation. This can involve troubleshooting the

issue, making temporary repairs, or even seeking professional help if necessary.

As a married couple living aboard a trawler, you will continuously learn and grow

from these experiences, solidifying your bond and creating lasting memories that

can be shared for a lifetime.

5. Embracing the Adventure, Despite the Challenges

While mechanical breakdowns can be frustrating, it's important to remember that

they are part of the adventure of living aboard a trawler. Embracing the

challenges that come along with this lifestyle will make the joyful moments even

more rewarding. By maintaining a positive attitude and relying on each other's

strengths, couples can navigate through the difficulties and emerge with a

stronger marriage and a deep appreciation for the life they have chosen.

Living aboard a trawler offers a unique and fulfilling experience for married

couples seeking a different way of life. Despite the occasional mechanical

breakdowns, the blissful moments and the sense of freedom make it all

worthwhile. By embracing the challenges, maintaining regular maintenance, and

working together as a team, couples can overcome any obstacle that comes their

way and create memories that will last a lifetime.
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A funny memoir of falling in love, getting married, and moving aboard a boat.

A young woman meets an amazing guy, falls in love, and they move in together.

Straightforward enough, right? Except he lives on a boat—a 38-foot trawler,

docked in Chicago. Their relationship is intensified by living in a tiny space, and

by the never-ending quirks of the boat, who becomes a third party in the

marriage. There are electrical failures, pump failures, big waves, and freezing

winters . . . not to mention the attack goose. Felicia Schneiderhan has a fine

literary sensibility and manages to be both funny and deeply serious in writing

about boats and love and relationships. This book will delight any boater, or any

land-dweller dreaming of escape.

“Newlyweds Afloat is a love story between a woman, a man, and his boat. Felicia

Schneiderhan recounts with humor and skill the story of her transformation from a

Chicago apartment dweller to a newly married river rat on Chicago’s waterways.

With an eye for the absurd, she reveals the ups and downs, joys and challenges,

and day-to-day logistics of living aboard a 38-foot trawler named Mazurka—even

in winter. Newlyweds Afloat is full of high-seas drama and flat water reflection plus

cats and lots and lots of heart. I could not stop reading it.”

—Julie Buckles, author of Paddling to Winter

“Newlyweds Afloat is a wife’s story of learning to be the other woman, with a man

who loves his boat. This detailed account takes an honest look at many of the

difficulties of life aboard a trawler, and learning to love his boat as much as he
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does.”

—Ed Robinson, author of Leap of Faith: Quit Your Job and Live on a Boat
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