Native Americans in the American
Revolution - Unveiling Their
Forgotten Role

The Oft-Overlooked Participation of Native Americans

When we think of the American Revolution, images of brave colonists fighting for
their independence against British rule come to mind. However, there is a
significant yet often forgotten group of individuals who also played a crucial role in

the war: Native Americans.

Native American Tribes: Divided Loyalties

Native American tribes were in a unique position during the American Revolution.
Their allegiances were divided, with some tribes siding with the colonists and
others with the British. The reasons behind their choices varied but mostly

stemmed from their own self-interest, territorial disputes, and conflicting alliances.

The Contributions of Native American Tribes

Despite the complexities surrounding their allegiances, Native American tribes

made substantial contributions in the American Revolution.
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1. Scouts and Guides

Native Americans had an intimate knowledge of the land. Both sides sought their
expertise as scouts and guides, taking advantage of their ability to navigate and

survive in the wilderness.

2. Guerrilla Warfare Tactics

Native American warriors were masters of guerrilla warfare tactics, utilizing hit-
and-run strategies and ambushes. They proved to be effective combatants and

played a crucial role in weakening British forces.

3. Communications and Intelligence

Native American tribes provided valuable intelligence to both sides, acting as
messengers and spies. Their knowledge of the region and linguistic skills made
them indispensable in gathering information and intercepting enemy

communication.

4. Maritime Operations

Native Americans also participated in maritime operations during the revolution.
Tribes such as the Oneida and Tuscarora assisted the colonists in naval battles

against the British, showcasing their adaptability and versatility.

Notable Native American Figures in the American Revolution
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Several influential Native American leaders emerged during the American

Revolution, leaving a lasting impact on the outcome of the war.

1. Joseph Brant - Mohawk

Joseph Brant, a Mohawk chief, fought alongside the British and led devastating
raids against American settlements in the frontier regions. His leadership skills

and military tactics made him a formidable opponent.

2. Chief Cornplanter - Seneca

Chief Cornplanter, a Seneca chief, initially sided with the British but later switched
allegiance to the Americans. His diplomatic skills were instrumental in negotiating

peace treaties and maintaining indigenous rights.

3. Captain Molly - Cherokee

Captain Molly, a Cherokee woman, disguised herself as a man and fought
alongside the colonists against the British. She exhibited valor and bravery,

serving as an inspiration to many.

The Legacy of Native American Contributions

While Native Americans' contributions to the American Revolution are often
overlooked, their involvement was integral to the success of the colonists. Their
military strategies, knowledge of the land, and cultural strengths were invaluable

assets.

However, despite their significant role, Native Americans were largely excluded
and marginalized in the aftermath of the revolution. Their land was continuously
encroached upon, and their rights were disregarded, leading to centuries of

systemic injustice.



It is essential for us to acknowledge and honor the contributions of Native
Americans in the American Revolution. By recognizing their forgotten role, we can
begin to rectify the historical narrative and strive for a more inclusive

understanding of our nation's past.

The rich tapestry of American history is indeed made up of diverse threads, and it
is high time we untangled and unraveled every strand, including the invaluable

contributions of Native Americans.
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There has not been an all-encompassing narrative of the Native American
experience during the American Revolutionary War period—until now. Native
Americans in the American Revolution: How the War Divided, Devastated, and
Transformed the Early American Indian World fills that gap in the literature,
provides full coverage of the Revolution's effects on Native Americans, and
details how Native Americans were critical to the Revolution's outbreak, its

progress, and its .
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The work covers the experiences of specific Native American groups such as the
Abenaki, Cherokee, Chickasaw, Choctaw, Creek, Delaware, Iroquois, Seminole,
and Shawnee peoples with information presented by chronological period and
geographic area. The first part of the book examines the effects of the Imperial
Crisis of the 1760s and early 1770s on Native peoples in the Northern colonies,
Southern colonies, and Ohio Valley respectively. The second section focuses on
the effects of the Revolutionary War itself on these three regions during the years

of ongoing conflict, and the final section concentrates on the postwar years.
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