
New York City And The Revolutionary Politics
Of The Spanish Caribbean: Unveiling the
Untold Stories of Liberation and Struggle
When we think of New York City, we often envision towering skyscrapers, bustling
streets, and a melting pot of cultures. However, what many may not know is that
beneath the iconic facade lies a vibrant history intertwined with the revolutionary
politics of the Spanish Caribbean. This article aims to shed light on the untold
stories of liberation and struggle that played out in the city during pivotal moments
in the history of the Spanish-speaking Caribbean countries.

Revolutionary Ideals Take Root

In the early 19th century, several Spanish Caribbean countries, including Cuba,
Puerto Rico, and the Dominican Republic, were still under Spanish colonial rule.
As the fight for independence gained momentum in these regions, New York City
became a crucial hub for revolutionary thinkers and activists.

Spanish-speaking intellectuals and political exiles flocked to the city, seeking
refuge from oppressive regimes and forming tight-knit communities. Establishing
newspapers, organizing secret societies, and hosting political meetings, these
individuals worked tirelessly to mobilize support for their home countries'
independence movements.
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The Role of Exile Newspapers

One of the most impactful contributions of the Spanish Caribbean community in
New York City was the establishment of exile newspapers. These publications
served as a platform for spreading revolutionary ideas, challenging Spanish
colonial rule, and connecting communities separated by geographical barriers.

El Independiente, published in New York City between 1896 and 1899, was one
such influential newspaper. Through its pages, the paper disseminated stories of
resistance, highlighted the atrocities committed by Spanish authorities, and called
for international solidarity with the struggle for independence.

Political Activism and Solidarity

New York City not only provided a physical safe haven for Spanish Caribbean
exiles but also served as a breeding ground for political activism and solidarity.
Throughout the 20th century, numerous solidarity movements emerged,
advocating for the independence and self-determination of the Spanish-speaking
Caribbean countries.
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The Puerto Rican Nationalist Party played a pivotal role in this movement. In the
1930s and 1940s, New York City became a center for organizing protests,
advocating for Puerto Rican independence, and demanding the release of
political prisoners. The 1950 arrest of Puerto Rican Nationalist Party leader Pedro
Albizu Campos by the United States government further fueled the activism,
leading to massive demonstrations in the streets of New York City.

Influential Figures

Several influential figures of the Spanish Caribbean independence movements
found refuge and support in New York City. These individuals played crucial roles
in shaping the political landscape of their respective countries and garnering
international attention for their causes.

Juan Pablo Duarte, known as the founding father of the Dominican Republic,
spent several periods of exile in New York City during the 1840s. It was during his
time in the city that he organized support for the independence movement and
set the stage for the eventual liberation of the Dominican Republic.

Antonio Maceo, a prominent military leader and key figure in Cuba's fight for
independence, sought refuge in New York City following his exile from the island.
He utilized his time in the city to mobilize support for the Cuban cause, including
raising funds and forming alliances with other independence movements.

Legacy and Modern-day Impact

The legacy of New York City as a hub for the revolutionary politics of the Spanish
Caribbean lives on today. Spanish-speaking communities continue to maintain
their cultural identity and honor the struggles of their ancestors through
celebrations, cultural events, and political activism.



Every year, the National Puerto Rican Day Parade takes place in New York City,
attracting thousands of participants and spectators. The parade serves as a
reminder of the ongoing struggle for independence and recognition, while also
showcasing the vibrant Puerto Rican culture and heritage.

Beyond the parade, organizations such as the Center for Puerto Rican Studies
(Centro) and the Dominican Studies Institute (DSI) continue to document and
preserve the history and contributions of the Spanish Caribbean communities in
New York City.

New York City has long been a battleground for revolutionary ideas and political
activism in the Spanish Caribbean. Throughout history, the city has provided a
safe haven and platform for exiles, played host to influential figures, and served
as a catalyst for solidarity movements.

As we celebrate the vibrant diversity and cultural richness of New York City, let us
also remember the untold stories of liberation and struggle that have shaped the
city's history, ensuring that the revolutionary politics of the Spanish Caribbean are
never forgotten.
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The gripping history of Afro-Latino migrants who conspired to overthrow a colonial
monarchy, end slavery, and secure full citizenship in their homelands

In the late nineteenth century, a small group of Cubans and Puerto Ricans of
African descent settled in the segregated tenements of New York City. At an
immigrant educational society in Greenwich Village, these early Afro-Latino New
Yorkers taught themselves to be poets, journalists, and revolutionaries. At the
same time, these individuals—including Rafael Serra, a cigar maker, writer, and
politician; Sotero Figueroa, a typesetter, editor, and publisher; and Gertrudis
Heredia, one of the first women of African descent to study midwifery at the
University of Havana—built a political network and articulated an ideal of
revolutionary nationalism centered on the projects of racial and social justice.
These efforts were critical to the poet and diplomat José Martí’s writings about
race and his bid for leadership among Cuban exiles, and to the later struggle to
create space for black political participation in the Cuban Republic.

In Racial Migrations, Jesse Hoffnung-Garskof presents a vivid portrait of these
largely forgotten migrant revolutionaries, weaving together their experiences of
migrating while black, their relationships with African American civil rights leaders,
and their evolving participation in nationalist political movements. By placing Afro-
Latino New Yorkers at the center of the story, Hoffnung-Garskof offers a new
interpretation of the revolutionary politics of the Spanish Caribbean, including the
idea that Cuba could become a nation without racial divisions.

A model of transnational and comparative research, Racial Migrations reveals the
complexities of race-making within migrant communities and the power of small
groups of immigrants to transform their home societies.
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