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Stretching over 6.7 million square kilometers, the Amazon rainforest is a treasure
trove of natural wonders. Its dense vegetation, lush ecosystem, and remarkable
biodiversity make it one of the most extraordinary places on Earth. In this pictorial
field guide, we will delve into the beauty of the Amazon's woody plants,
showcasing their diverse forms and highlighting their importance in this
magnificent ecosystem.

A Journey Through the Amazon's Woody Plant Kingdom

Vol VIII of the Pictorial Field Guide to the Woody Plants of the Amazon takes us
on a captivating journey through the heart of the rainforest. As we explore the
guide's stunning collection of images, we gain a deeper understanding of the vital
role that woody plants play in maintaining the Amazon's fragile balance.
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The Remarkable Adaptations

From towering giants to twisted vines, the woody plants of the Amazon adapt to
their environment in extraordinary ways. They employ various strategies to
combat the relentless competition for sunlight, nutrients, and space. Some plants
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grow enormous buttress roots that support their massive trunks, while others
develop clinging aerial roots that anchor them to neighboring trees. These unique
adaptations enable the plants to thrive in the highly competitive rainforest
environment.

An Ecosystem Within an Ecosystem

The Amazon rainforest is often referred to as the "lungs of the Earth," and the
woody plants within it act as vital organs. Through photosynthesis, they convert
carbon dioxide into oxygen, helping to regulate the planet's climate. In addition,
woody plants provide shelter and sustenance for a vast array of animal species,
forming intricate ecological relationships that contribute to the rainforest's
remarkable biodiversity.

Medicinal Marvels Hidden in Plain Sight

Beyond their environmental significance, the woody plants of the Amazon have
long been utilized by indigenous communities for their medicinal properties. By
studying the field guide, we get a glimpse into the diverse range of healing
properties these plants possess. From curative barks to leaves with powerful anti-
inflammatory effects, the Amazon's woody plants hold great potential for the
development of future medicines.

Conservation Challenges and the Role of Field Guides

The Amazon rainforest faces numerous threats, including deforestation, habitat
loss, and climate change. Field guides like Vol VIII of the Pictorial Field Guide to
the Woody Plants of the Amazon help raise awareness about the immense value
of this unique ecosystem. By showcasing the beauty and importance of woody
plants, these guides contribute to the conservation efforts aimed at preserving the
Amazon's natural wonders for generations to come.



The Pictorial Field Guide to the Woody Plants of the Amazon Vol VIII offers a
captivating glimpse into the mesmerizing biodiversity of the world's largest
tropical rainforest. Through its vivid imagery and informative descriptions, this
guide showcases the remarkable adaptations, ecological significance, and
medicinal potential of the Amazon's woody plants. By understanding and
appreciating the beauty and importance of these fascinating plants, we can
contribute to the preservation of this invaluable ecosystem.
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Volume I of A Pictorial Field Guide to the Woody Plants of the Amazon focuses on
the fruits of all known Guianan plants covering about one-hundred families, 546
genera, and over 2,000 species. Moreover, the fruits of a few major edible-fruit
producing families that occur in the larger Amazon and not in the Guianas are
also included, such as a number of Anacardiaceae, Annonaceae, Lecythidaceae,
Myristicaceae, and Sapotaceae. This catalogue is restricted to woody plants only,
i.e. trees and shrubs reaching over 1.5 m in height when full grown, lianas, vines,
(hemi)-epiphytic climbing shrubs, and (sub)-ligneous epiphytes. Volumes II – IX of
A Pictorial Field Guide to the Woody Plants of the Amazon treat 114 plant families
in alphabetical order. This Flora Neotropica depicts and describes over 1,000
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genera and nearly 10,000 species of woody plants that are known to occur in the
larger Amazon.. Volume VIII covers the families RUBIACEAE - SAPINDACEAE,
as follows:

RUBIACEAE Juss. - 11
RUTACEAE Juss. - 98
SAPINDACEAE Juss. - 110
INDEX OF ALL PLANT FAMILIES & GENERA TREATED - VOL. N°/page(s) - 152
INDEX OF VERNACULAR NAMES USED IN BRAZIL – 161

Each family is headed by a short family description based mainly on the more
practicable field characters of leaves, inflorescences, flowers, and fruits. The
section Notes includes remarks on habit, secretory systems, and seed dispersal -
only when one may generalize on family level. Following a family description,
each genus within the family is numbered and mentioned together with the
author’s name. A genus description is given when more than one species within
the genus are described. Each genus is followed by the species in alphabetical
order and sub-numbered. This facilitates a quick determination of both the
number of genera treated within a certain family and the number of species
treated within a certain genus. The species name is followed by the author’s
name according to up-to-date taxonomic literature, while one or more synonyms
may be added in brackets. The species descriptions, as presented in Volumes II-
IX, usually include four sections, the first word of each section being printed in
italics. The first section gives simple leaf characters as far as they are practicable
in the field, using for instance a pair of binoculars. The second section describes
main characters of inflorescence, infructescence, (fruiting) calyx, flowering and/or
fruiting pedicel. The third section describes, as detailed as possible, external and
internal characters of fruit and seed(s). The fourth section, “Notes”, gives various
remarks that may be useful in the field, such as plant habit, presence of secretory



systems, bark features, seed dispersal strategy, phenology, occurrence (based on
data from literature and samples in the Utrecht Herbarium plant collection),
habitat and soil type (data usually taken from labels), and geographical
distribution within the Guianas and the larger Amazonian region (data based on
the literature and checklists from the respective countries, label information and
the internet).
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