
Prepare Yourself: The Serious Implications
For The Future Of Irregular Warfare
In today's ever-changing world, it is crucial to stay informed about the potential
shifts that may occur in the world of warfare. One such area that requires our
attention is irregular warfare. This unconventional form of warfare poses serious
implications for the future, and it is imperative to understand its nuances and
potential consequences.

What is Irregular Warfare?

Irregular warfare refers to conflicts that deviate from traditional military
operations. It involves the use of unconventional tactics, such as guerrilla
warfare, terrorism, and insurgencies. Unlike conventional warfare, which follows a
set of defined rules and doctrines, irregular warfare is characterized by
asymmetrical strategies that target the weaknesses of state forces.

The Rise of Irregular Warfare

In recent years, the world has witnessed a significant increase in irregular
warfare. This can be attributed to various factors, including globalization,
technological advancements, and political instability. Non-state actors, such as
insurgent groups and terrorist organizations, have taken advantage of these
factors to wage irregular warfare against states.
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Impact on Security

The implications of irregular warfare for global security are immense. Unlike
conventional warfare, which is confined to specific battlefields, irregular warfare
can emerge anywhere and anytime. This poses a significant challenge for states,
as they need to adapt their security measures to combat these unconventional
threats.

The Future Implications

1. Technological Advancements

The rapid advancement in technology has a profound impact on irregular warfare.
Non-state actors have access to sophisticated weaponry, cyber capabilities, and
communication tools, empowering them in their mission. As technology continues
to evolve, it is likely that irregular warfare will become even more complex and
challenging to counter.

2. Hybrid Threats

The future of irregular warfare will witness an increase in hybrid threats, where
state and non-state actors collaborate or blur the lines between conventional and
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irregular tactics. This poses significant challenges for traditional military forces, as
they need to adapt to an ever-changing and unpredictable environment.

3. Psychological Warfare

Psychological warfare plays a crucial role in irregular warfare. Non-state actors
often exploit psychological vulnerabilities to influence public opinion and gain
support. In the future, we can expect an increase in propaganda, misinformation,
and manipulation as tools in irregular warfare.

4. Urban Warfare

With the majority of the global population residing in urban areas, it is likely that
future irregular warfare will be concentrated in cities. Urban warfare poses unique
challenges due to the dense population, complex infrastructure, and limited
maneuverability. States will need to develop strategies that minimize collateral
damage and protect civilian lives.

The Way Forward

As irregular warfare continues to evolve, it is crucial for states to adapt and
develop new strategies to counter these threats effectively. This includes
investing in intelligence capabilities, cyber defenses, and unconventional warfare
training. Additionally, international cooperation is vital in combating irregular
warfare, as it often transcends national borders.

The future of irregular warfare is uncertain and challenging. As non-state actors
continue to exploit new technologies and tactics, states must remain vigilant and
proactive in their approach to security. By staying informed and adaptive, we can
mitigate the implications of irregular warfare and ensure a safer future.
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In this monograph Bill Knarr and Mark Nutsch recount how the Special
Operations Forces (SOF) command and control evolved with all of the Village
Stability Operations (VSO) dimensions culminating ultimately in the creation of
the Special Operations Joint Task Force. With the 2018 National Defense
Strategy calling for expanding the competition space below the level of armed
conflict, VSO provides a timely and relevant example of how SOF can contribute
to this vision. Just like terrorism, great power competition will play out in countries
with weak sociopolitical systems. The inherently political character and joint,
interagency, international/multinational, and corporate nature of VSO can be
replicated in many parts of the world for sustainable strategic effect. This
monograph develops the concepts for SOF on how to contribute more effectively
and efficiently to the counterterrorism fight, but readers would do well to think
about VSO principles and command and control in the context of great power
competition.
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