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Tennis, a sport that originated in England in the 19th century, has become a
global sensation over the years. From casual games played in aristocratic circles
to a sport that captivates millions around the world, tennis has come a long way.
In this article, we will explore the fascinating journey of tennis and how it played a
significant role in the rise of the middle class. Let's delve into the history and
impact of tennis on society.

The Evolution of Tennis

Tennis, known as "gioco del tennis" in Italian, gained popularity in Europe during
the late 19th and early 20th centuries. While its origins can be traced back to
medieval times, it was during this era that tennis started to adopt a more
standardized format and rules. The sport quickly spread to other continents, and
as of today, it is widely played and watched worldwide.
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The Rise of the Tennis Boom

During the 1960s and 1970s, tennis gained unprecedented popularity, which
came to be known as the "tennis boom." The boom was fueled by multiple
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factors, including increased media coverage, the formation of professional
circuits, and the emergence of legendary players such as Rod Laver, Bjorn Borg,
and Billie Jean King. Suddenly, tennis became more than just a game; it became
a cultural phenomenon.

Tennis and the Middle Class
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As tennis became more accessible and started receiving extensive media
coverage, it attracted the attention of the middle class. Unlike traditional elite
sports, such as horse racing and golf, tennis offered a more affordable option for
recreational participation. Tennis clubs sprung up around the world, and
individuals from different walks of life could now become a part of this new
sporting culture. Clubs allowed people to socialize, exercise, and enjoy a sport
that was previously considered exclusive to the wealthy.
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The Impact on Social Mobility

The tennis boom created a unique opportunity for social mobility. With the
emergence of professional circuits and sponsorships, talented tennis players from
humble backgrounds now had a chance to make a living from the sport. The
success stories of players like Arthur Ashe and Serena and Venus Williams, who
came from modest beginnings, ignited aspirations in countless individuals striving
for a better life. Tennis became a symbol of hope and a means to break barriers
and achieve success.

Tennis as a Status Symbol

As the middle class embraced tennis, it also became a status symbol. Owning a
tennis racket and being a member of a prestigious tennis club became an
indicator of social standing. Tennis became a sport associated with success,
leisure, and class. The tennis attire and equipment industry boomed as
individuals eagerly adopted the sport's fashionable trends.

Tennis Today

In the modern era, tennis continues to captivate audiences and play a significant
role in society. Grand Slam tournaments like Wimbledon, the French Open, and
the US Open draw millions of viewers and showcase some of the greatest
sporting moments. Tennis has also adapted to the digital age, with live streaming,
social media engagement, and interactive fan experiences. It continues to inspire
people from all backgrounds to pursue their passion for the sport.

Quando Il Tennis Fece Boom Diventammo Ceto Medio Inseguendo Una Pallina:
The rise of tennis as a global sensation has had a profound impact on society,
particularly on the middle class. From its humble origins to becoming an icon of
social mobility and a status symbol, tennis has come a long way. It continues to
inspire individuals worldwide, providing a platform for them to chase their dreams



and strive for a better life. So grab a racket, hit the court, and be a part of the
incredible journey of tennis!

Sources:

https://www.atptour.com/en/news/tennis-culture-us-1960s

https://www.cmog.org/article/tennis-boom-1920s-and-30s

https://www.si.com/tennis/2021/01/11/best-greatest-tennis-players-moments-
history

Quando il tennis fece boom. Diventammo ceto
medio inseguendo una pallina
by Baby Professor (Paperback – March 29, 2018)

4.2 out of 5
Language : Italian
File size : 4635 KB
Print length : 64 pages
Screen Reader : Supported
Paperback : 128 pages
Item Weight : 1.06 pounds
Dimensions : 5.35 x 0.79 x 8.39 inches

Il boom del tennis negli anni '70 segna il cambiamento della società italiana
postsessantottina. Il ceto popolare - protagonista della crescita economica che
aveva accompagnato il Paese nel decennio precedente - reclamava alla
borghesia imprenditoriale, ottenendolo, il dividendo conseguito. Si faceva largo
così una nuova classe sociale, più emancipata nei diritti e nei costumi, grazie
anche alla maggiore disponibilità economica. Fu definita ceto medio. In essa il
figlio dell'operaio accedeva a livelli di istruzione più elevati e scalava le
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opportunità della gerarchia sociale. Il tennis, che fino ad allora era considerato
uno sport aristocratico, fu lo sport che accompagnò l'avanzata della nuova classe
sociale, diventando sport per tutti sulla spinta dei trionfi di Adriano Panatta e della
nazionale "operaia" che vinse la Davis nel 1976 in Cile. Le aziende tecniche di
attrezzature e abbigliamento cominciarono a fare affari d'oro, esportando in tutto
il mondo il made in Italy. Le aziende non specialistiche investirono nel tennis
perché, dal punto di vista del marketing, era il veicolo comunicazionale più
efficace. Gli indicatori erano tutti fortemente positivi. Poi l'euforia terminò verso gli
anni '90 e non fu più replicata. Il libro, nel raccontare aneddoti ed episodi di quegli
anni, analizza le tematiche del cambiamento che vide, per la prima volta, uno
sport fra i protagonisti di una rivoluzione sociale.
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