
Race, Class and the Legacy of Slavery:
Unveiling the Ethnography of Political
Violence in 21st Century
When we talk about race, class, and the legacy of slavery, it's impossible to
ignore the deep-rooted problems that persist in our society. From social inequality
to political violence, the effects of these interconnected issues are far-reaching
and demand our attention. This article dives deep into the ethnography of political
violence, examining how race, class, and the legacy of slavery continue to shape
our world in the 21st century.

The Legacy of Slavery: A Stain on History

The transatlantic slave trade and the institution of slavery have left an indelible
mark on the world. The racial inequalities that were perpetuated for centuries still
echo through every aspect of society. From economic disparities to systemic
racism, the legacy of slavery continues to haunt us.

The inherent belief in superiority and inferiority based on race has led to a
perpetuation of racial hierarchies, keeping marginalized communities at a
disadvantage. The effects of slavery are not confined to the past; they are deeply
ingrained in our present reality.
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The Intersection of Race and Class

Race and class are inextricably linked, with one often exacerbating the difficulties
faced by the other. The economic disparities that emerged from slavery have
created a vicious cycle of poverty and social inequality that continues to affect
communities of color disproportionately.

As we delve deeper into the intersection of race and class, it becomes evident
that opportunities and resources are not distributed equally among different racial
and socio-economic groups. The effects of this imbalance can be seen in
education, employment, housing, and access to healthcare – areas where
systemic discrimination continues to thrive.

Unveiling the Ethnography of Political Violence

Political violence is a manifestation of the complex relationship between race,
class, and the legacy of slavery. It is a direct result of the social and economic
inequalities that have plagued our society for centuries.

Understanding the ethnography of political violence requires us to analyze the
historical context and the power dynamics that underpin these acts. From police
brutality targeting communities of color to racially motivated hate crimes, every
act of violence serves as a stark reminder of the deep-rooted divisions that exist
within our society.

The Power of Education and Awareness
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Breaking the cycle of racial inequality and political violence requires education
and awareness. By shining a light on the ethnography of political violence, we
can empower individuals and communities to challenge the status quo and fight
for justice.

Education is a powerful tool in dismantling the systems of oppression that
perpetuate racial and class-based disparities. By learning about the history, the
legacies, and the ongoing struggles faced by marginalized communities, we can
foster empathy, understanding, and ultimately, create a more inclusive and
equitable society.

The intertwined issues of race, class, and the legacy of slavery continue to shape
our world. Understanding the ethnography of political violence is crucial in
unraveling the complexities of these issues and finding solutions to create a more
just society.

By addressing the causes and consequences of racial inequality and systemic
violence, we can work towards a future where the legacy of slavery no longer
haunts us. Education, awareness, and collective action are the keys to breaking
free from the chains of the past and forging a path towards a brighter future.
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In 1991 the Somali state collapsed. Once heralded as the only true nation-state in
Africa, the Somalia of the 1990s suffered brutal internecine warfare. At the same
time a politically created famine caused the deaths of a half a million people and
the flight of a million refugees.

During the civil war, scholarly and popular analyses explained Somalia's
disintegration as the result of ancestral hatreds played out in warfare between
various clans and subclans. In Unraveling Somalia, Catherine Besteman
challenges this view and argues that the actual pattern of violence—inflicted
disproportionately on rural southerners—contradicts the prevailing model of
ethnic homogeneity and clan opposition. She contends that the dissolution of the
Somali nation-state can be understood only by recognizing that over the past
century and a half there emerged in Somalia a social order based on principles
other than simple clan organization—a social order deeply stratified on the basis
of race, status, class, region, and language.
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