
Racing Classic Motorcycles: First You Have to
Finish - The Ultimate Guide for Classic
Motorcycle Enthusiasts
Classic motorcycles have always had a special place in the hearts of motorcycle
enthusiasts. The thrill and nostalgia they bring on the race track are unmatched,
making racing classic motorcycles a unique and exhilarating experience.
However, to fully enjoy this racing journey, you must understand that finishing a
race is just as important as winning it. In this comprehensive guide, we will
explore the essential aspects of racing classic motorcycles, including preparation,
maintenance, safety, and tactics.

Preparing for the Race

1. Learn about the Motorsport: Before diving into motorcycle racing, it is crucial to
understand the rules, regulations, and different racing disciplines. Familiarize
yourself with the classic motorcycle racing community to gain insights and
contacts who can guide you throughout your journey.

2. Choose the Right Motorcycle: Each classic motorcycle has its unique strengths
and characteristics. Decide on the type of racing you want to pursue and choose
a motorcycle that suits the race category. Research the models, performance
specifications, and modifications required to enhance the bike's capabilities.
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3. Regular Maintenance: Maintaining a classic motorcycle is vital for both its
performance and longevity. Regularly check and service the engine, suspension,
brakes, electrical systems, and tires. Stay updated with the manufacturer's
guidelines and perform routine maintenance tasks such as oil changes, filter
cleaning, and valve adjustments.

Staying Safe on the Track

1. Protective Gear: Safety should always be your highest priority. Invest in high-
quality safety gear such as a helmet, leather racing suit, gloves, boots, and back
protectors. Ensure that the gear fits properly and offers optimal protection.
Regularly inspect and replace damaged or worn-out safety equipment.

2. Practice Defensive Riding: Classic motorcycle racing can be visually
captivating and intense. However, always remember to ride defensively and
anticipate the moves of fellow racers. Avoid rash overtaking and maintain a safe
distance from other riders to prevent accidents.

3. Track Familiarization: Before the race, take time to familiarize yourself with the
racing track. Walk or cycle around the circuit to understand its layout and corners.
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Memorize braking points, apexes, and exit strategies to optimize your
performance on the track.

Strategy and Tactics

1. Start Slowly: Classic motorcycle racing requires patience and strategy.
Gradually increase your speed and familiarize yourself with the bike's handling.
Starting slowly will help build confidence and adapt to the track conditions. Focus
on mastering one corner at a time, gradually increasing your pace on subsequent
laps.

2. Understand Race Dynamics: Every race has its unique dynamics, with riders
battling for positions at various points along the race. Observe the behavior of
fellow riders and identify their weaknesses to plan your overtaking maneuvers
wisely. Study their lines, body positioning, and cornering techniques to gain an
advantage.

3. Consistency is Key: Consistency is crucial in classic motorcycle racing.
Maintain a steady pace throughout the race, avoiding extreme acceleration or
braking. A smooth riding style minimizes the risk of accidents caused by sudden
changes in speed or direction.

Racing classic motorcycles is an exhilarating passion that combines nostalgia,
speed, and a sense of camaraderie within the motorcycle community. Remember,
winning is not all about being the first to cross the finish line; it's about enjoying
the entire racing experience. Prioritize safety, prepare your motorcycle diligently,
and develop the skills necessary for racing success. With perseverance,
dedication, and an understanding of the essential aspects highlighted in this
guide, you can embark on an unforgettable journey in classic motorcycle racing.
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The story of a classic motorcycle racer who was fortunate enough to be able to
ride many of the best classic machines between 1976 & 2016, at the highest
level, and on many of the most famous road racing courses in the world. There
are tales of success, friendships, and the loss of racing pals. Machine preparation
and mechanical failures feature heavily, and the story recounts the author's
frustrations and joys. Andy Reynolds maintained and built many of the bikes he
raced, and ultimately retired from riding to become both a machine scrutineer and
a sponsor. All aspects of motorcycle racing are covered in the author's easy-to-
read and entertaining narrative. Altogether a fascinating adventure story for any
motorcycle enthusiast. Come into the world of Classic Racing Motorcycles – but
bring your cheque book and medical insurance!
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