
Re-Cultivating Agricultural Science: What
We’ve Learned in 40 Years of Innovation

For the past four decades, agricultural science has experienced a remarkable
transformation. From the advent of innovative technologies to the development of
sustainable farming practices, the field has been continuously evolving to address
the challenges faced by the agricultural industry. In this article, we will delve into
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the significant advancements and valuable insights gained over the years,
ultimately highlighting the importance of re-cultivating agricultural science for a
sustainable future.

1. Embracing Sustainable Agriculture

The need for sustainable agricultural practices has become increasingly evident
in recent years. The negative impacts of conventional farming methods on the
environment and human health have pushed scientists and farmers to explore
sustainable alternatives. Through extensive research, agricultural science has
successfully promoted practices such as organic farming, integrated pest
management, and precision agriculture. These methods reduce the use of
harmful chemicals, conserve water resources, and minimize soil erosion,
ultimately contributing to a healthier and more resilient farming system.
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2. Harnessing the Power of Biotechnology

Advancements in biotechnology have revolutionized agriculture by introducing
genetically modified organisms (GMOs) and gene editing techniques. The ability
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to modify plant DNA has improved crop yield, resistance to pests and diseases,
and tolerance to extreme environmental conditions. While controversial, these
technologies have proven crucial in addressing food security challenges and
mitigating the effects of climate change. Continued research will enable the
responsible use of biotechnology to enhance agricultural productivity sustainably.

3. Innovations in Crop Protection

Effective crop protection is essential for ensuring high-quality yields. Over the
years, agricultural science has made significant progress in developing improved
pesticides, biocontrol agents, and disease-resistant crop varieties. Through the
application of integrated pest management principles, farmers have been able to
reduce chemical inputs while effectively managing pests and diseases. These
innovations have not only safeguarded crop health but also minimized the
negative consequences of pesticide use on the environment and human health.

4. Precision Agriculture and Digital Innovation

The advent of precision agriculture has marked a turning point in the way crops
are managed. By utilizing technologies such as GPS, drones, and remote
sensing, farmers can optimize irrigation, fertilizer application, and crop monitoring
on a personalized and site-specific level. This precise approach significantly
enhances resource efficiency, reduces wastage, and increases overall
productivity. Furthermore, data-driven agriculture is empowering farmers with
valuable insights, enabling them to make informed decisions and overcome
challenges.

5. Adapting to Climate Change

Climate change poses a major threat to agricultural systems worldwide, impacting
crop growth and altering weather patterns. Agricultural science has played a vital
role in understanding and mitigating the effects of climate change on farming



practices. Research has led to the development of climate-resilient crop varieties,
water management strategies, and adaptation techniques. By embracing these
innovations, farmers can better cope with extreme weather events, optimize
productivity, and ensure food security in the face of uncertain climatic conditions.

6. Sustainable Soil Management

The importance of soil health in agricultural productivity cannot be overstated.
Agricultural science has emphasized the significance of sustainable soil
management practices, such as conservation tillage, crop rotation, and cover
cropping. These techniques enhance soil fertility, prevent erosion, and promote
biodiversity. By adopting sustainable soil management practices, farmers can
optimize nutrient cycling, reduce reliance on synthetic fertilizers, and protect the
long-term viability of their land for future generations.

The past four decades have witnessed tremendous advancements and
invaluable insights in agricultural science. Sustainable agriculture, biotechnology,
innovative crop protection measures, precision farming, climate change
adaptation, and soil management have all been integral to improving the
efficiency and sustainability of farming. By re-cultivating agricultural science and
embracing these key learnings, we can ensure a prosperous future for the
agricultural industry, safeguarding the environment, and meeting the global
demand for food sustainably.
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Beginning in 1971 with research conducted in the Northern Territory of Australia,
the book presents an integrated story through research conducted in the northern
highlands of Thailand and much of the developing world, with an emphasis on
Asia. With the benefit of 40 years hindsight, a uniting theme in the work is elicited,
which progressively integrates broader aspects of personal development, some
of which are alluded to in the text.
The initial works tend to be routine technical experiments, which gradually give
way to contextual works, development experiences and holistic appreciation of
the role of agricultural science. Half of the chapters include a personal reflective
comment, which becomes integrated with the research itself as the thesis
develops, until it culminates in an embracing final observation of the real
outcomes of four decades in the service of agricultural science.

Forty years of research and development reveals how international aid can be
more effective by integrating reductionist approaches into the multi-disciplinary
context of international agricultural development. Thus integration of technical,
social, environmental, policy and historical research in the poorer countries
generates new knowledge as its product.
Lindsay Falvey FTSE, an international agriculturist, has variously been; Dean and
Chair of Agriculture at the University of Melbourne, adviser to all major
agricultural development agencies and several governments, and CEO of
international consulting companies. He is a Fellow of the Academy of
Technological Sciences & Engineering, a Life Member & Fellow of Clare Hall at
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the University of Cambridge, and a recipient of the Centenary Medal of Australia,
among other honours. His Ph.D., as well as his higher and honorary doctorates
all relate to international agriculture.
This, Prof. Falvey’s 11th book on an agricultural theme, summarizes his 40 years’
work.
Re-cultivating Agricultural Science
What I’ve Learned in 40 Years of Professional Life
IID
Lindsay Falvey
Institute of International Development, Adelaide
This reveals routine practices as self-defeating if they are based only on
transplanting of research approaches from more-developed countries. Specific
research in Thailand relates disciplines and finds a common base with traditional
worldviews of integrated life.
The interaction between technological research and cultural worldviews
introduces a polemic that highlights ineffectual and hypocritical approaches. The
work shows that single-focus assumptions can consume excessive resources in
international development for little benefit and oftentimes much harm.
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