
Shocking Revelations: Disturbing
Research Exposes the Brutality of
Rape During Civil War by Dara Kay
Cohen!
A topic as grave and disturbing as rape during civil war demands our attention. In

this article, we will delve into the eye-opening research conducted by renowned

scholar Dara Kay Cohen, shedding light on the horrifying realities faced by

countless victims during periods of armed conflict.

The Civil War and Sexual Violence

War is hell, and during times of civil conflict, this hell extends beyond the

battlefield. While the atrocities committed during war are numerous, sexual

violence remains one of the most devastating weapons employed against

civilians, particularly women and children.

Dara Kay Cohen, a political scientist and associate professor at the John F.

Kennedy School of Government at Harvard University, has dedicated her career

to understanding the prevalence and impact of rape during civil war. Her

groundbreaking research challenges us to confront the uncomfortable truth that

sexual violence is not just an unfortunate side effect of war but a deeply

systematic and widespread tactic employed by armed groups.

Rape during Civil War by Dara Kay Cohen (Kindle Edition)

4.2 out of 5

Language : English

File size : 4867 KB

Text-to-Speech : Enabled

Screen Reader : Supported

http://dl.neutronbyte.com/pdf-file/Wa18oYTP/e/wjkK/OPMw/eMEnB/Rape-during-Civil-War-Dara-Kay-Cohen.pdf


Enhanced typesetting : Enabled

Word Wise : Enabled

Print length : 290 pages

Understanding Dara Kay Cohen's Research

Cohen's research focuses on the strategic logic behind rape during civil war,

aiming to understand the motivations of armed actors and the consequences for

victims.

One of her notable studies, published in the American Political Science Review,

analyzed the conflict in Sierra Leone, where she found that the use of sexual

violence was not driven solely by individual soldiers' desires but was often a

calculated strategy implemented by military commanders. This finding challenges

stereotypes and forces us to acknowledge the systematic nature of rape during

war.

Unmasking the Trends

Through her extensive research, Cohen reveals several crucial trends associated

with rape during civil war:

1. Sexual Violence as a Tool of War

Cohen's research demonstrates that sexual violence is used as a deliberate tool

to destabilize communities and spread fear. By subjecting women, men, and
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children to unspeakable horrors, armed groups aim to assert dominance and

control over territories.

The widespread sexual violence can be seen as a means of breaking the social

fabric of communities, leading to profound psychological, social, and economic

consequences for survivors and their societies.

2. Perpetrators and Motivations

Cohen's research emphasizes that rape during civil war cannot be attributed

solely to the immediate desires and impulses of individual soldiers. Instead, it is

frequently orchestrated by commanders seeking to reward their fighters, maintain

discipline, or terrorize the enemy.

By examining the motivations behind sexual violence, Cohen challenges the

prevailing narrative that positions rape as an unavoidable consequence of chaotic

warfare. She compels us to recognize that rape is a weapon under the strategic

control of those in power.

3. Distinct Consequences for Victims

Cohen's work also sheds light on the long-lasting consequences for survivors of

rape during civil war. She highlights the deep physical and psychological trauma

endured by victims, often leading to lasting stigmatization, marginalization, and a

loss of trust within their communities.

The scars of sexual violence persist long after the guns fall silent, exacerbating

the challenges faced by post-war societies as they strive for peace and

reconciliation.

Thanks to the tireless efforts of scholars like Dara Kay Cohen, the issue of rape

during civil war has been brought to the forefront of academic and societal



discussions. Her groundbreaking research allows us to break free from

misconceptions and confront the brutal realities faced by victims.

It is only through understanding the strategic nature of sexual violence and

acknowledging the profound consequences for survivors that we can hope to

combat this devastating tactic and work towards a more just and peaceful world.
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Rape is common during wartime, but even within the context of the same war,

some armed groups perpetrate rape on a massive scale while others never do. In

Rape during Civil War Dara Kay Cohen examines variation in the severity and

perpetrators of rape using an original dataset of reported rape during all major

civil wars from 1980 to 2012. Cohen also conducted extensive fieldwork, including

interviews with perpetrators of wartime rape, in three postconflict counties, finding

that rape was widespread in the civil wars of the Sierra Leone and Timor-Leste

but was far less common during El Salvador's civil war.Cohen argues that armed

groups that recruit their fighters through the random abduction of strangers use

rape—and especially gang rape—to create bonds of loyalty and trust between

soldiers. The statistical evidence confirms that armed groups that recruit using

abduction are more likely to perpetrate rape than are groups that use voluntary

F

R

E

E

http://dl.neutronbyte.com/pdf-file/Wa18oYTP/e/wjkK/OPMw/eMEnB/Rape-during-Civil-War-Dara-Kay-Cohen.pdf
http://dl.neutronbyte.com/pdf-file/Wa18oYTP/e/wjkK/OPMw/eMEnB/Rape-during-Civil-War-Dara-Kay-Cohen.pdf
http://dl.neutronbyte.com/pdf-file/Wa18oYTP/e/wjkK/OPMw/eMEnB/Rape-during-Civil-War-Dara-Kay-Cohen.pdf


methods, even controlling for other confounding factors. Important findings from

the fieldwork—across cases—include that rape, even when it occurs on a

massive scale, rarely seems to be directly ordered. Instead, former fighters

describe participating in rape as a violent socialization practice that served to cut

ties with fighters’ past lives and to signal their commitment to their new groups.

Results from the book lay the groundwork for the systematic analysis of an

understudied form of civilian abuse. The book will also be useful to policymakers

and organizations seeking to understand and to mitigate the horrors of wartime

rape.

The Haunting Tale of Shades Of Darkness
Ravenborn - Unlocking the Secrets that Lie
Beneath
The Enigmatic Origins The captivating universe of Shades Of Darkness

Ravenborn takes us on a journey to explore the mysterious depths of a

world unknown. With its rich...

The Fascinating Journey of "Call Me American
Adapted For Young Adults" Will Leave You in
Awe
Are you ready to embark on an extraordinary journey with "Call Me

American Adapted For Young Adults"? This captivating memoir by Abdi

Nor Iftin, adapted specifically for...

https://bookquester.com/The%20Haunting%20Tale%20of%20Shades%20Of%20Darkness%20Ravenborn%20-%20Unlocking%20the%20Secrets%20that%20Lie%20Beneath.pdf
https://bookquester.com/The%20Haunting%20Tale%20of%20Shades%20Of%20Darkness%20Ravenborn%20-%20Unlocking%20the%20Secrets%20that%20Lie%20Beneath.pdf
https://bookquester.com/The%20Fascinating%20Journey%20of%20Call%20Me%20American%20Adapted%20For%20Young%20Adults%20Will%20Leave%20You%20in%20Awe.pdf
https://bookquester.com/The%20Fascinating%20Journey%20of%20Call%20Me%20American%20Adapted%20For%20Young%20Adults%20Will%20Leave%20You%20in%20Awe.pdf


Uncover the Mysterious Secrets of The Moon
Pool Dr Goodwin! Revealing the Hidden
Wonders beneath the Earth's Surface.
Deep within the heart of a remote island lies a concealed wonder that has

captivated the minds of explorers and adventure seekers for centuries.

Known as The Moon Pool Dr...

From Couch Potato to Marathon Runner: My
Journey with Running and Me Then and Now
Running has always been a part of human history, with our ancestors

relying on their ability to run to hunt for food or escape from danger. But

for me, running was something...

The Jaw-Dropping Secrets of the Iron
Prophecy: The Iron Fey Series
About Iron Prophecy and The Iron Fey Series Prepare to be enthralled by

the mesmerizing world of Iron Prophecy: The Iron Fey series. This

fantastical journey is brought...

The Untold Story of the Heroic Actions of The
1st Squadron 4th Cavalry In The 1991 Persian
Gulf War
In the history of military operations, there are always stories of immense

bravery and sacrifice that often go untold. One such story is that of the

1st Squadron 4th...

https://bookquester.com/Uncover%20the%20Mysterious%20Secrets%20of%20The%20Moon%20Pool%20Dr%20Goodwin%21%20Revealing%20the%20Hidden%20Wonders%20beneath%20the%20Earth%27s%20Surface.pdf?k=akJ5bjFrTk5BQ0ljcFlyQnJPQnp1WjZ1cWFjTXVtZnpJVlhUelZ5eHR1MD0=:f4
https://bookquester.com/Uncover%20the%20Mysterious%20Secrets%20of%20The%20Moon%20Pool%20Dr%20Goodwin%21%20Revealing%20the%20Hidden%20Wonders%20beneath%20the%20Earth%27s%20Surface.pdf?k=akJ5bjFrTk5BQ0ljcFlyQnJPQnp1WjZ1cWFjTXVtZnpJVlhUelZ5eHR1MD0=:f4
https://bookquester.com/From%20Couch%20Potato%20to%20Marathon%20Runner%20My%20Journey%20with%20Running%20and%20Me%20Then%20and%20Now.pdf
https://bookquester.com/From%20Couch%20Potato%20to%20Marathon%20Runner%20My%20Journey%20with%20Running%20and%20Me%20Then%20and%20Now.pdf
https://bookquester.com/The%20Jaw-Dropping%20Secrets%20of%20the%20Iron%20Prophecy%20The%20Iron%20Fey%20Series.pdf
https://bookquester.com/The%20Jaw-Dropping%20Secrets%20of%20the%20Iron%20Prophecy%20The%20Iron%20Fey%20Series.pdf
https://bookquester.com/The%20Untold%20Story%20of%20the%20Heroic%20Actions%20of%20The%201st%20Squadron%204th%20Cavalry%20In%20The%201991%20Persian%20Gulf%20War.pdf
https://bookquester.com/The%20Untold%20Story%20of%20the%20Heroic%20Actions%20of%20The%201st%20Squadron%204th%20Cavalry%20In%20The%201991%20Persian%20Gulf%20War.pdf


A Comprehensive Guide to Theoretical
Aspects of Chemical Reactivity: Exploring the
Fascinating World of Chemical Reactions
Chemical reactivity is an essential concept in the field of chemistry, as it

allows us to understand how and why certain substances undergo

chemical reactions. Exploring...

Unveiling the Power of Nanostructured
Materials: An Insightful Journey with
Michael Sullivan
Nanostructured materials have emerged as a groundbreaking field of

study, revolutionizing various industries and pushing the boundaries of

scientific discovery. One prominent...

https://bookquester.com/A%20Comprehensive%20Guide%20to%20Theoretical%20Aspects%20of%20Chemical%20Reactivity%20Exploring%20the%20Fascinating%20World%20of%20Chemical%20Reactions.pdf?k=c2grYUIwalo3US80THdERWdCOGJBSG9lTU5zQ1p0N0orRHkyaG1GRlhOc2pMcjhMQmpjM2NsYmN3YWtQNWJiU3FXbEt3a3NNelduVWowQ1dJTkw4ZGc9PQ==:f4
https://bookquester.com/A%20Comprehensive%20Guide%20to%20Theoretical%20Aspects%20of%20Chemical%20Reactivity%20Exploring%20the%20Fascinating%20World%20of%20Chemical%20Reactions.pdf?k=c2grYUIwalo3US80THdERWdCOGJBSG9lTU5zQ1p0N0orRHkyaG1GRlhOc2pMcjhMQmpjM2NsYmN3YWtQNWJiU3FXbEt3a3NNelduVWowQ1dJTkw4ZGc9PQ==:f4
https://bookquester.com/Unveiling%20the%20Power%20of%20Nanostructured%20Materials%20An%20Insightful%20Journey%20with%20Michael%20Sullivan.pdf
https://bookquester.com/Unveiling%20the%20Power%20of%20Nanostructured%20Materials%20An%20Insightful%20Journey%20with%20Michael%20Sullivan.pdf

