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About Wendy Scudamore

In the world of small scale outdoor pig breeding, Wendy Scudamore is a name

that stands out. With years of experience and a passion for raising happy and

healthy pigs, Scudamore has become a go-to expert for anyone interested in

starting their own pig breeding venture. In this comprehensive guide, we will delve

into the essentials of small scale outdoor pig breeding, drawing from Scudamore's

expertise and knowledge.

The Basics of Small Scale Outdoor Pig Breeding

Small scale outdoor pig breeding refers to the practice of raising pigs in a natural

and environmentally friendly manner. This method prioritizes the well-being and

welfare of the animals, providing them with ample space for rooting, grazing, and

socializing. Unlike intensive indoor systems, small scale outdoor pig breeding

allows pigs to roam freely, promoting their physical and mental health.

Benefits of Small Scale Outdoor Pig Breeding

There are numerous advantages to embracing small scale outdoor pig breeding,

both for the pigs and the breeders themselves. Firstly, pigs raised in natural

outdoor environments tend to have reduced stress levels, leading to better overall

health and stronger immune systems. They also have access to a varied diet,

which improves the taste and quality of the meat.
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From a breeder's perspective, small scale outdoor pig breeding can be a fulfilling

and profitable venture. The demand for ethically-produced and high-quality pork

continues to rise, and by employing sustainable practices, breeders can tap into

this market, often commanding higher prices for their products.

Getting Started with Small Scale Outdoor Pig Breeding: Wendy

Scudamore's Top Tips

If you're considering starting your own small scale outdoor pig breeding operation,

there are several key steps to take. Wendy Scudamore shares her top tips to

ensure success in this exciting venture:

1. Research Pig Breeds and Select the Right One for Your Needs

Before diving into pig breeding, it's crucial to research different pig breeds and

understand their characteristics. Some breeds are better suited for outdoor

environments, while others thrive indoors. Consider factors such as size,

temperament, growth rate, and meat quality before making your final decision.

2. Prepare Adequate Housing and Fencing
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Outdoor pigs require suitable housing and fencing to ensure their safety and well-

being. The housing should provide shelter from extreme weather conditions, while

the fencing should be strong and secure, preventing the pigs from escaping and

keeping predators out.

3. Focus on Proper Nutrition and Feeding

Providing a balanced diet is crucial for the health and growth of your pigs. Consult

with a veterinarian or animal nutritionist to design a feeding plan that meets their

nutritional requirements. Consider supplementing their diet with fresh fruits and

vegetables, allowing them to express their natural foraging instincts.

4. Implement a Rotational Grazing System

To prevent overgrazing and maintain a healthy environment, implement a

rotational grazing system. This involves dividing your land into separate paddocks

and moving the pigs from one to another periodically. This allows the land to

naturally regenerate and reduces the risk of parasite infections.

5. Regular Veterinary Care and Health Monitoring

Regular veterinary check-ups are essential to ensure the overall health and well-

being of your pigs. Establish a relationship with a trusted veterinarian who can

provide vaccinations, conduct health checks, and treat any illnesses or injuries

that may arise.

6. Plan for Breeding and Raising Piglets

If your goal is to breed piglets, ensure you have the necessary facilities and

resources for farrowing and raising the young ones. This includes separate

housing for the sows during gestation and farrowing, as well as appropriate care

and nutrition for the piglets once they are born.



The Joys and Challenges of Small Scale Outdoor Pig Breeding

While small scale outdoor pig breeding can be a highly rewarding endeavor, it

does come with its fair share of challenges. From managing land and resources

to potential predators and disease prevention, breeders need to be prepared for

the unexpected. However, with careful planning, ongoing education, and a

genuine love for the animals, these challenges can be overcome, and the joys of

watching happy and healthy pigs thrive can outweigh any difficulties.

Small scale outdoor pig breeding offers a sustainable and ethical approach to

producing high-quality pork. With guidance from industry expert Wendy

Scudamore, this ultimate guide has provided valuable insights and tips for anyone

interested in entering the world of pig breeding. By prioritizing the welfare of the

animals, embracing sustainable practices, and remaining dedicated to ongoing

learning, small scale outdoor pig breeding can be a fulfilling venture that

contributes positively to both animal welfare and the market for quality pork.
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Small-scale Outdoor Pig Breeding is a comprehensive guide to breeding and

rearing pigs in natural conditions without compromising their well-being. The book

provides support for novice pig-keepers hoping to breed their own pigs. Moreover,
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it also acts as a valuable reference for more experienced breeders and offers

information about different breeds of pigs and their respective needs. Topics

covered include: choosing a breed; selecting a boar; hogging and mating;

gestation care; farrowing; and hand rearing. This invaluable reference guide to

breeding and rearing pigs is aimed at all pig-keepers, whether novice or more

experienced, and also smallholders, farmers and rare breed enthusiasts. Fully

illustrated with 77 colour photographs and diagrams.
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