
Taxidermy Vol 14: Rugs And Robes
The Preparation And Mounting Of
Animals For The Perfect Home
Décor
If you're looking to add a touch of wildlife to your home, taxidermy can be an

intriguing option. Taxidermy involves the art of preserving and mounting animals

for display purposes. In this article, we will explore the fascinating world of

taxidermy, specifically focusing on the preparation and mounting of animals for

rugs and robes. Get ready to discover the secrets behind creating stunning and

unique home décor pieces with taxidermy.

What is Taxidermy?



Taxidermy is the scientific art of preserving animal bodies through mounting or

stuffing for display or study. By skillfully preserving the animal's skin, feathers, or

fur, taxidermists can create lifelike representations of animals in various poses

and settings.
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Although it may sound morbid to some, taxidermy has a rich history. It has been

practiced for centuries, dating back to ancient Egypt and Greece. Today,

taxidermy is a common practice among both professional experts and hobbyists

who appreciate the art form and its ability to showcase nature's beauty.

Types of Taxidermy: Rugs and Robes

Taxidermy offers numerous possibilities for showcasing animals. Two popular

options are creating rugs and robes. Rugs involve mounting an animal's hide on a

flat surface, while robes present the full-bodied animal in a lifelike pose. Let's

explore the preparation and mounting processes for both styles.

Preparing the Animal

The first step in taxidermy is preparing the animal. Proper preparation ensures a

successful and long-lasting taxidermy piece. Here's an overview of the

preparation process:

1. Skinning: Carefully remove the animal's skin while preserving the natural

shape and features. This step requires precision and skill to avoid any
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damage to the hide.

2. Fleshing: Remove any excess flesh or fat from the skin. This process helps

prevent decay and ensures a smooth and clean surface.

3. Tanning: Treat the skin to make it durable and prevent deterioration. Tanning

can be done using various methods, including chemical tanning or natural

tanning techniques.

Mounting for Rugs

Creating a rug from an animal's hide offers a unique way to showcase nature in

your home. Here's a step-by-step guide to mounting a rug:

1. Selecting the Hide: Choose an animal hide that suits your desired rug size

and design. Common options include deer, bear, or even exotic animals.

2. Taxidermy Mannequin: Obtain a taxidermy mannequin designed

specifically for rug mounts. This ensures a proper fit and secure mounting of

the hide.

3. Positioning the Hide: Properly position the hide on the mannequin to

achieve a natural-looking rug. Attention to detail is crucial to maintain the

animal's integrity.

4. Securing the Hide: Use upholstery tacks, adhesives, or special clips to

secure the hide onto the mannequin. This step ensures that the rug remains

intact and well-preserved.

Mounting for Robes

A robe mount is an excellent option for showcasing the animal's full body in a

lifelike pose. Follow these steps to create a stunning robe mount:



1. Selecting the Animal: Choose an animal specimen that displays the

characteristics you desire for your robe mount. Consider factors such as size,

species, and overall visual appeal.

2. Wire Armature: Create a wire armature that aligns with the animal's natural

pose. The armature provides a sturdy framework for attaching the preserved

skin and ensuring proper positioning.

3. Pinning and Sewing: Attach the prepared hide to the wire armature using

special taxidermy pins and sewing techniques. This step involves meticulous

work to achieve a natural and seamless appearance.

4. Finishing Touches: Once the hide is securely attached, focus on small

details, such as glass eyes, textured paint, or artificial teeth, to enhance the

overall realism of your robe mount.

Taxidermy Ethics and Legal Considerations

As with any practice involving animals, ethical considerations come into play. It's

important to ensure that the animals used in taxidermy were sourced legally and

ethically. Work with reputable sources and taxidermists who adhere to regulations

to avoid supporting illegal practices or endangering protected species.

Moreover, it's essential to respect the animal and its natural habitat. Becoming

knowledgeable about wildlife conservation and supporting sustainable practices

will contribute to the ethical aspect of taxidermy.



Taxidermy allows us to appreciate and celebrate the beauty of animals by turning

them into stunning home décor pieces. Whether you choose a rug or a robe

mount, each taxidermy creation is a unique and artful representation of nature's

wonders.

Remember to always approach taxidermy ethically, respecting animals and their

natural habitats. By adopting sustainable practices and supporting legal and
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reputable sources, you can confidently enjoy the beauty of taxidermy in your

home while also preserving wildlife for future generations to admire.
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This comprehensive guide to making rugs and robes is part of a series on

taxidermy and comprises four detailed chapters by various experts on the subject.

It is extensively illustrated with black and white photographs, diagrams and

drawings. Taxidermy Vol. 14 Rugs and Robes takes a comprehensive and

informative look at the subject, and is a fascinating read for any taxidermy

enthusiast or historian of the craft Contents Include: History of Taxidermy; Making

Fur Rugs and Robes; Game Heads and Fur Rugs; Making Rugs. This book

contains classic material dating back to the 1900s and before. The content has

been carefully selected for its interest and relevance to a modern audience.
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Woody Plants of the Amazon Vol: Unveiling
the Hidden Treasures of the Rainforest!
The Amazon rainforest is known to be one of the most diverse
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