
Terrorism in the Cold War -
Unveiling its Dark Secrets!
During the Cold War, the world witnessed a surge in not only political tensions but

also in acts of terrorism. The complex environment created by the conflict

between the United States and the Soviet Union led to a weaponization of

terrorism to serve political ends. In this article, we delve into the dark secrets of

terrorism in the Cold War era, exploring the key players, their motivations, and the

impact on global security.

Understanding the Cold War

The Cold War was a period of intense ideological and geopolitical rivalry between

the United States and the Soviet Union, spanning from the late 1940s to the early

1990s. The collapse of Nazi Germany and the subsequent division of Europe into

democratic and communist spheres of influence set the stage for a long-standing

conflict.

The Cold War was characterized by intense espionage, proxy wars, and the threat

of nuclear annihilation. Both superpowers sought to expand their ideological

influence and undermine the other's position globally. Terrorism became a means

to achieve political objectives in this tense atmosphere.
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Terrorist Organizations in the Cold War

The Cold War witnessed the emergence of various terrorist organizations, often

linked to or supported by one of the superpowers. Here are a few notable ones:

1. Red Army Faction (RAF)

The RAF was a far-left terrorist organization active in West Germany during the

1970s and 1980s. Initially formed to protest against the Vietnam War, the RAF

escalated their activities, targeting Western government officials, corporations,

and NATO facilities. The organization was influenced by Marxist-Leninist ideology

and had connections to communist groups in the Soviet Union.

2. Revolutionary Cells (RZ)

Active in West Germany, the RZ aimed to overthrow the capitalist system. The

organization targeted military and industrial facilities, engaging in actions such as

bombings, robberies, and assassinations. The RZ maintained contacts with

Palestinian militant groups, with support from Eastern Bloc countries.

3. Irish Republican Army (IRA)
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The IRA sought to end British rule in Northern Ireland and establish a united

independent Ireland. Their campaign included bombings, assassinations, and

guerilla warfare tactics. Despite being primarily focused on Irish issues, the IRA

received limited support from communist countries, exploiting the Cold War rivalry

to gain weapons and funding.

The Motivations Behind Terrorism

Terrorism during the Cold War era was driven by a range of motivations, often

intertwined with political and ideological factors.

1. Anti-Imperialism and National Liberation

Movements fighting against imperialism and seeking national liberation found

support from the Soviet Union and other communist countries. The struggle for

independence in colonized territories, particularly in Africa and Asia, often

transformed into violent campaigns, resorting to terrorist tactics to weaken the

colonial powers.

2. Ideological Conflicts

The Cold War was essentially a battle of ideologies – capitalism versus

communism. Extremists on both sides saw terrorism as a means to destabilize

the enemy and promote their own ideology. Radical leftist groups aimed to create

a socialist revolution, while right-wing extremists fought against communism,

perceiving it as an imminent threat to their way of life.

3. Proxy Wars and Geopolitical Struggles

The superpowers' involvement in proxy wars heightened tensions across the

globe. The ideological and geopolitical struggles often led to the sponsorship of

terrorist organizations as a form of asymmetric warfare. Superpowers utilized



terrorist groups to weaken each other's spheres of influence, bolster local proxies,

and secure strategic advantages.

Implications for Global Security

The Cold War and its use of terrorism had far-reaching implications for global

security, some of which are still felt today.

1. Proliferation of Terrorist Tactics and Networks

The techniques and tactics developed during the Cold War by various terrorist

organizations continue to influence contemporary groups. The shared knowledge

and experiences paved the way for the spread and evolution of terrorist networks

worldwide, threatening global security far beyond the original conflict.

2. Weaponization of Radical Ideologies

The weaponization of radical ideologies during the Cold War era set a dangerous

precedent. It demonstrated how political and ideological grievances could be

exploited to justify acts of violence and pushed individuals towards radicalization.

This trend continues to be witnessed in modern terrorism, reinforcing the need for

effective counter-terrorism measures.

3. Legacy of Proxy Conflicts and Tensions

The proxy conflicts fought during the Cold War era left behind deep-rooted

tensions and unresolved disputes. These conflicts contributed to the

destabilization of regions, leading to ongoing violence and the rise of new terrorist

organizations. The legacies of the Cold War continue to shape geopolitics and

pose challenges to global security.

The Cold War era witnessed the convergence of politics, ideology, and terrorism.

As superpowers battled for supremacy, terrorist organizations emerged, serving



as tools to achieve political objectives. Understanding the motivations behind

terrorism during this period is crucial to grasp the broader implications on global

security. Today, as we face new threats, it is vital to address the consequences of

the Cold War's dark secrets and work towards a more secure and peaceful world.
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Accounts of the relationships between states and terrorist organizations in the

Cold War era have long been shaped by speculation, a lack of primary sources

and even conspiracy theories. In the last few years, however, things have evolved

rapidly. Using a wide range of case studies including the KGB's Abduction

Program, Polish Military Intelligence and North Korea's 'Terrorism and

Counterterrorism', this book sheds new light on the relations between state and

terrorist actors, allowing for a fresh and much more insightful assessment of the

contacts, dealings, agreements and collusion with terrorist organizations

undertaken by state actors on both sides of the Iron Curtain.

This book presents the current state of research and provides an assessment of

the nature, motives, effects, and major historical shifts of the relations between
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individual states and terrorist organizations. The articles collected demonstrate

that these state-terrorism relationships were not only much more ambiguous than

much of the older literature had suggested but are, in fact, crucial for the

understanding of global political history in the Cold War era.
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