
Terrorists Or Freedom Fighters? The
Controversial Views of Steven Best
Steven Best is a prominent American philosopher and professor known for his
controversial views on the topics of animal rights, environmentalism, and political
activism. In recent years, he has garnered significant attention for his provocative
statements on terrorism and freedom fighters. This article aims to explore the
arguments put forth by Steven Best and shed light on the complexities behind
labeling individuals or groups as terrorists or freedom fighters.

The Meaning of Terrorism and Freedom Fighting

Before delving into Steven Best's perspective, it is essential to establish a
common understanding of the terms "terrorism" and "freedom fighting," as they
can be subject to interpretation.

Terrorism is broadly defined as the use of violence, intimidation, or coercion, often
targeting civilians, with the objective of promoting a particular political, religious,
or ideological agenda. On the other hand, freedom fighters are individuals or
groups who engage in armed resistance against oppressive regimes or invasions,
driven by a desire for self-determination or societal liberation.
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Steven Best's Argument

Steven Best challenges the conventional dichotomy between terrorists and
freedom fighters, arguing that the label assigned to individuals or groups depends
on one's perspective and the prevailing power structures. He posits that those
who are labeled as terrorists by dominant powers may be viewed as freedom
fighters by oppressed populations.

1. Contextual Relativity

According to Best, the categorization of terrorism and freedom fighting cannot be
viewed in isolation but must be examined within the context in which these
actions occur. What may be seen as acts of terrorism in one situation may be
considered justified acts of resistance in another. For example, some argue that
the African National Congress (ANC) in South Africa, initially labeled as a terrorist
organization, eventually became recognized as freedom fighters who helped
dismantle apartheid.

2. Power Structures

Best contends that the perception of terrorism or freedom fighting is heavily
influenced by power structures and the dominant narrative. When governments or
dominant powers engage in violence, it is often justified as necessary for
maintaining national security. However, when marginalized groups or individuals
resort to violence as a means of self-defense or resistance against oppression,
they are often labeled as terrorists.
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3. Propaganda and Labeling

Another aspect of Best's argument is the role of propaganda in shaping public
opinion and determining who is labeled a terrorist or a freedom fighter.
Governments and media outlets play a significant role in defining these terms,
often using them to advance political agendas or maintain control over
marginalized populations.

Public Reaction and Criticism

Steven Best's views have sparked intense debate and garnered both support and
criticism. Proponents argue that his perspective challenges the dominant
narrative and encourages a deeper understanding of the complexities
surrounding political violence. They believe it is essential to question the validity
of labels imposed on individuals or groups, as these labels can often perpetuate
injustice and maintain power imbalances.

However, critics argue that Best's arguments risk downplaying the atrocities
committed by certain groups and individuals labeled as terrorists. They contend
that acts of violence targeting innocent civilians can never be justified, regardless
of the intentions behind them or the level of oppression faced.

The Importance of Critical Thinking

While the debate surrounding terrorism and freedom fighting continues, it
highlights the importance of critical thinking and questioning prevailing narratives.
Understanding the diverse perspectives and complexities surrounding political
violence is crucial for creating a more nuanced approach to global conflicts.

Steven Best's controversial views on terrorism and freedom fighters challenge the
binary classification often imposed on individuals or groups involved in political
violence. By emphasizing the relativity of these terms and the influence of power



structures, he encourages society to question the dominant narrative and
promote a more nuanced understanding of complex geopolitical issues.
Ultimately, the debate surrounding terrorism and freedom fighting calls for critical
thinking and a willingness to challenge preconceived notions.
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The first anthology of writings on the history, ethics, politics and tactics of the
Animal Liberation Front, Terrorists or Freedom Fighters? features both academic
and activist perspectives and offers powerful insights into this international
organization and its position within the animal rights movement. Calling on
sources as venerable as Thomas Aquinas and as current as the Patriot Act—and,
in some cases, personal experience—the contributors explore the history of civil
disobedience and sabotage, and examine the philosophical and cultural
meanings of words like "terrorism," "democracy" and "freedom," in a book that
ultimately challenges the values and assumptions that pervade our culture.
Contributors include Robin Webb, Rod Coronado, Ingrid Newkirk, Paul Watson,
Karen Davis, Bruce Friedrich, pattrice jones and others.
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