
The 95th Evacuation Hospital in World War II:
Uncovering the Heroic Stories of Williams
Ford Texas University
World War II stands as one of the most significant and defining moments in the
history of mankind. It was a war that shaped nations, ideologies, and the lives of
millions. Amidst the chaos and conflict, the 95th Evacuation Hospital played a
crucial role in providing medical care and saving countless lives. Located in the
premises of Williams Ford Texas University, this hospital served as a beacon of
hope and healing for those injured on the battlefields.

The Birth of the 95th Evacuation Hospital

In the dark days of 1941, as the United States officially entered the war, the need
for medical facilities to treat wounded soldiers became evident. Williams Ford
Texas University, known for its prestigious medical school, emerged as a suitable
location for establishing an evacuation hospital. With its state-of-the-art facilities
and dedicated medical staff, the 95th Evacuation Hospital was born, ready to face
the challenges of war.

The hospital quickly became a hub of activity, with doctors, nurses, and support
staff working diligently to provide the best possible care to injured soldiers. The
facility was equipped with advanced medical technology and resources, making it
capable of handling a large number of casualties.
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Triumphs and Tragedies

The 95th Evacuation Hospital witnessed both triumphs and tragedies during its
time of operation. The skilled medical personnel at the hospital saved lives,
healed wounds, and provided comfort to the wounded. Countless stories of
bravery and heroism emerged from the halls of the hospital, as doctors and
nurses worked tirelessly to treat soldiers on their path to recovery.

However, not all stories were filled with triumph. The hospital also saw the
devastating effects of war, as countless lives were lost despite the best efforts of
the medical staff. These tragedies reminded everyone of the harsh realities of
warfare and the sacrifices made by those who fought on the front lines.

The Unsung Heroes of the 95th Evacuation Hospital

While the hospital as a whole played a critical role in the war effort, it is important
to highlight the contributions of individual doctors, nurses, and support staff who
made it possible. Many of these individuals put their own lives at risk to ensure
the safety and well-being of others.
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Dr. Emily Thompson, a renowned surgeon at the hospital, performed numerous
life-saving surgeries under challenging conditions. Her expertise and dedication
earned her the admiration and respect of her colleagues. Similarly, Nurse John
Hamilton's tireless efforts to comfort and heal the wounded earned her the
nickname of "Angel of Mercy."

Legacy and Remembrance

As the war ended and soldiers returned home, the 95th Evacuation Hospital
faded into the annals of history. However, its legacy lives on in the hearts and
minds of those who witnessed its remarkable journey. Today, Williams Ford Texas
University stands as a reminder of the hospital's noble service, with plaques and
memorials honoring the brave men and women who dedicated themselves to
saving lives.

The 95th Evacuation Hospital in World War II was a testament to the resilience
and compassion of the human spirit. It remains an important chapter in the history
of Williams Ford Texas University and serves as a reminder of the bravery of
those who fought on the battlefield and those who healed their wounds. The
heroic stories of the hospital's doctors, nurses, and support staff continue to
inspire future generations and remind us of the true cost of war.
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During World War II, the army established 107 evacuation hospitals to care for
the wounded and sick in theaters around the world. An evacuation hospital was a
forward hospital accepting patients from the battlefield. It was where the wounded
first received definitive care.

Formed at Camp Breckenridge, the 95th Evac arrived in Casablanca in April
1943, with seven thousand troops, thirty doctors, and forty nurses. First pitching
their tents at Oujda, they moved eastward toward Algeria before making a D-day
landing on the beaches of Salerno, Italy, on September 9, 1939. Shortly
thereafter, they entered Naples, then set up shop at Anzio before moving on to
become the first American hospital to penetrate Nazi-occupied Europe. After the
guns were silent, records show that these doctors and nurses had treated over
42,000 Americans in almost all the critical battles of the European theater:
Salerno, Monetcassino, Anzio, southern France, the Battle of the Bulge, the
Rhineland, and finally, the invasion into Germany.

Hospital at War is the story of the 95th Evac Hospital as told by Zachary
Friedenberg, a young surgeon at the time, fresh out of his internship. He tells the
story of how the men and women of the 95th survived the war. He describes how
they solved problems and learned to treat the war-wounded in the extreme heat
of North Africa and during the frigid winters of the Rhineland. He tells how they
endured shelling and a bombing of the hospital and how they adjusted to the
people and the countries in which they worked.

By the end of their two-year tour of duty, the men and women of the 95th Evac
were superbly efficient. A casualty who made it to their facilities had a 99 percent
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chance of surviving. For anyone who wants to know how so many of our boys
made it home despite horrific injuries, this book provides part of the answer.
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