
The Amazing Ancient Maya: Discovering the
Secrets of their History for Kids
Have you ever wondered about the mysterious ancient civilization known as the
Maya? Let's embark on a thrilling journey to uncover the fascinating secrets of
Maya history! In this article, we will explore their exceptional achievements,
traditions, and cultural heritage, all explained in a way that is easy for kids to
understand.

1. Who were the Maya?

The Maya were an ancient civilization that thrived in Mesoamerica, which is
present-day Mexico and Central America, from around 2000 BCE to 1500 CE.
They were well-known for their advancements in agriculture, architecture,
mathematics, astronomy, and writing.

2. Where did they Live?

The Maya civilization was spread across a vast area comprising of modern-day
Mexico, Guatemala, Belize, Honduras, and El Salvador. They built magnificent
cities within dense jungles, featuring impressive temples, pyramids, and intricate
stone carvings.
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3. Fascinating Achievements

a) Architecture: The Maya built extraordinary cities. Pyramids and temples were
their most iconic structures. Tikal, Chichen Itza, and Palenque are just a few
examples of their remarkable architectural skills.

b) Mathematics: The Maya developed a sophisticated number system and were
the first in the Americas to use the concept of zero. They excelled in astronomy
and created a remarkably accurate calendar.

c) Writing: Unlike other indigenous American civilizations, the Maya developed a
complex writing system known as hieroglyphics. They recorded historical events,
religious rituals, and even mathematical calculations in their writings.

4. Religious Beliefs and Rituals

The Maya had a rich spiritual life and worshipped many gods believed to control
various aspects of nature and human life. They conducted elaborate ceremonies
and rituals to honor their deities. Human sacrifices were also a part of these
rituals, although they were rare and mostly performed during major events.
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The Maya were skilled farmers who cultivated crops such as corn, beans, and
squash. They lived in extended family units and had a hierarchical society, with
kings and nobles at the top. They also engaged in recreational activities like
sports, music, and arts, which were integral parts of their culture.

6. Decline of the Maya Civilization

Although the reasons for the decline of the Maya civilization remain a subject of
debate among historians and archaeologists, a combination of factors is believed
to have contributed to its downfall. These include climate change, warfare,
overpopulation, and social unrest.

The Maya civilization continues to captivate our imagination with its extraordinary
achievements and rich cultural legacy. Exploring Maya history allows us to
appreciate their remarkable inventions and learn from their ancient wisdom. So
next time you come across the Mayan ruins or hear about their fascinating
accomplishments, you'll have a deeper understanding of this incredible
civilization.
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Get your Indiana Jones gear ready for this adventure! We are going on a journey
to the jungles of Mesoamerica (Central America) to visit the amazing sights left
behind by the ancient society of the Maya people! Secrets await you on this
special journey, so keep reading…

Did you know that the Egyptians weren’t the only ones to build pyramids? Around
2,000 years ago, the Maya people were raising pyramids to house their many
gods, and to bury their kings. This is just one of the special secrets uncovered by
archaeologists in their stunning finds in parts of Central America. Modern-day
Indiana Jones scientists have told us so much about these tribes; are you ready
to learn more?

This book uncovers the mysteries surrounding the Maya, who suddenly dropped
off the face of the earth – or so it would seem. Find out the latest theories
surrounding their disappearance, and learn about:

The Olmecs, the people living there before the Maya

Why rubber trees and vine juice were so important

How a 15-year-old schoolboy from Canada discovered …

4,000-pound stones carried from 50 miles away – by men!

Corn and rain gods and snakes with feathers!

The tools they made from hard stones

Did they really eat their own dogs?

Human sacrifice – but why?
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How discoveries at LaBlanca changed a timeline

Important cities in the Mayan civilization

Math and writing and . . . stars and calendars?

Raised rivers, running three miles above the city!

How did this civilization end – and why so abruptly?

More than anything, the Maya left us with many questions. It’s the job of scientists
and archaeologists to explain how a thriving people came to such a quick end.
There are no simple answers, but we can discover so much with a shovel and
brushes! Come, explore this fascinating civilization with us – and don’t forget your
Indiana Jones hat!

Get this book, and explore vast jungles, pyramids, and the secrets of the Mayans!
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