The Borscht Belt: The Astonishing History of
the Jews in the Catskills

The Rise of the Borscht Belt

The Borscht Belt is not just a geographical location; it represents an important
chapter in the history of the Jewish community in the Catskills. In the early 20th
century, thousands of Jewish immigrants settled in the region and played a

significant role in shaping its identity.

The Jewish Migration Wave

The Catskills, a picturesque mountainous region in upstate New York, became a
popular destination for Jewish immigrants in the early 1900s. Fleeing from the
discrimination and persecution they faced in Eastern Europe, these immigrants

sought refuge and opportunities in the United States.

A Community Takes Shape

As the Jewish population grew in the Catskills, a vibrant community formed.
Synagogues, social clubs, and educational institutions were established. Yiddish,

the language spoken by many Jewish immigrants, was widely spoken in the

region.
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The Birth of the Borscht Belt

The term "Borscht Belt" refers to the string of resorts and entertainment venues
that became popular among Jewish tourists from the 1920s to the 1970s. These
resorts, located in the Catskills, offered a unique escape for Jewish families from

the crowded New York City.

Entertainment Galore

The Borscht Belt resorts became known for their vibrant entertainment scene.
Famous comedians such as Jerry Lewis, Milton Berle, and Jackie Mason graced
the stages of these resorts, entertaining the guests with their witty humor.
Talented musicians, singers, and dancers also contributed to the lively

atmosphere.

Kutsher's, Grossinger's, and Other Iconic Resorts

Kutsher's and Grossinger's were two of the most renowned Borscht Belt resorts.
Kutsher's, in operation for over a century, was known for its luxurious amenities
and star-studded performances. Grossinger's, on the other hand, was famous for

its delicious cuisine and Olympic-sized swimming pool.

The Borscht Belt Decline
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While the Borscht Belt enjoyed its heyday for several decades, its decline started
in the 1970s. Changing vacation patterns, assimilation of Jewish Americans into
mainstream society, and the rise of air travel all contributed to the waning

popularity of the resorts.

The Legacy Lives On

Although many of the Borscht Belt resorts are now abandoned or repurposed,
their impact on Jewish American culture and the Catskills cannot be forgotten.
The legacy of the Borscht Belt lives on through movies, literature, and nostalgic

memories shared by those who experienced its golden era.

Preserving the Borscht Belt Heritage

Efforts are underway to preserve the Borscht Belt heritage. Museums and cultural
institutions continue to showcase the history and significance of the Jewish
community in the Catskills. It serves as a reminder of a bygone era filled with

laughter, music, and the pursuit of the American dream.

A Fascinating Journey

The astonishing history of the Jews in the Catskills and the rise and fall of the
Borscht Belt is a captivating journey into a unique and vibrant period in American
history. It highlights the determination, resilience, and cultural contributions of a

community that left an indelible mark on the region.
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A Summer World charts the incredible rise and precipitous fall of the Catskill

resorts, from the pre-revolutionary period to the great days of the Borscht Belt.

Chronicles the attempt to build a jewish Eden in the Catskills, from the days of the

ghetto to the rise and decline of the great resorts.
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