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Music has the power to bring people together, to heal, and to empower. In The

Brightsiders, a mesmerizing novel by Jen Wilde, readers are taken on an
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enchanting journey that combines the magic of music with the complexities of

teenage drama.

Unveiling the Brilliance of The Brightsiders

The Brightsiders tells the captivating story of Emmy King, a talented drummer
and the lead vocalist of the immensely popular all-queer band, the Brightsiders.
Set in the vibrant world of music, this novel explores themes of identity, love,

friendship, self-acceptance, and the challenges faced by teenagers in the modern

world.
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Throughout the book, Wilde skillfully weaves a tale of Emmy's journey of self-
discovery, triggered by the consequences of a public breakup with her controlling
and manipulative girlfriend. It delves into the struggles Emmy faces as she
navigates her personal and professional life, drawing readers in with its

relatability and authenticity.

Empowering Representation and Diversity

One of the greatest strengths of The Brightsiders lies in its representation and

diversity. Wilde introduces readers to a cast of characters who are diverse in their
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gender identities, sexual orientations, and backgrounds. This inclusivity is a
refreshing change, allowing readers from all walks of life to connect with the story,

its characters, and the challenges they face.

It is through Emmy's journey that readers witness the importance of self-
acceptance and embracing one's true identity. The novel beautifully portrays the
inspiring power of finding one's voice, both literally as a musician and

metaphorically as an individual.

Exploring the Themes of Love and Friendship

The Brightsiders delves into the complexities of teenage relationships, giving
readers a glimpse into the rollercoaster ride of emotions experienced by its
characters. From the exhilarating thrill of newfound love to the heart-wrenching
pain of heartbreak, Wilde explores the depths of human emotions, making the

story incredibly engaging and relatable.

The novel also emphasizes the significance of chosen family and the
unconditional support that can be found in true friendship. As Emmy deals with
the aftermath of her breakup, she leans on her bandmates and close friends, who
act as a pillar of strength and unwavering support throughout her journey of self-

discovery.

A Captivating Blend of Realism and Fantasy

Wilde skillfully infuses the story with moments of magical realism, blurring the
lines between reality and fantasy. These enchanting elements add an extra layer
of depth and intrigue to the novel, enabling readers to escape into a world where

music holds incredible power and where dreams can become reality.



Whether it's the thrill of performing on stage or the intoxicating feeling of creating
music that resonates with the soul, The Brightsiders takes readers on an

emotional rollercoaster, leaving them captivated from beginning to end.

Building Confidence and Encouraging Self-Expression

At its core, The Brightsiders is a story about embracing oneself and finding the
courage to be unapologetically authentic. In a world where societal expectations
often put pressure on teenagers to conform, this novel serves as an empowering

reminder to embrace individuality and to love oneself fiercely.

Through Emmy's journey, readers witness her growth, vulnerability, and ultimate
triumph as she learns to trust herself and find her voice in a world that sometimes
tries to silence her. It encourages readers to explore their own passions, embrace

their unique identities, and express themselves fearlessly.

The Essential Takeaway from The Brightsiders

Jen Wilde's The Brightsiders is an extraordinary exploration of music, friendship,
and self-discovery that resonates with readers of all ages. Its brilliant
representation, captivating storytelling, and powerful messages make it a must-

read for anyone seeking a heartwarming and empowering tale.

So, dive into the vibrant and magical world of The Brightsiders and let the music
guide you on a transformative journey towards self-acceptance, love, and

unapologetic self-expression!
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A teen rockstar has to navigate family, love, coming out, and life in the spotlight
after being labeled the latest celebrity trainwreck in Jen Wilde's quirky and utterly

relatable novel.

As a rock star drummer in the hit band The Brightsiders, Emmy King’s life should
be perfect. But there’s nothing the paparazzi love more than watching a celebrity
crash and burn. When a night of partying lands Emmy in hospital, she’s branded

the latest tabloid train wreck.

Luckily, Emmy has her friends and bandmates, including the super-swoonworthy
Alfie, to help her pick up the pieces of her life. She knows hooking up with a band
member is exactly the kind of trouble she should be avoiding, and yet Emmy and

Alfie Just. Keep. Kissing.

Will the inevitable fallout turn her into a clickbait scandal (again)? Or will she find

the strength to stand on her own?

Jen Wilde, author of Queens of Geek, which Seventeen called, “the geeky, queer
book of our dreams” is back with a brand new cast of highly diverse and relatable

characters for her fans to fall in love with.
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Praise for Queens of Geek:

"The book deals head on with issues of mental health, body shaming, sexuality,
and internet celebrity, handling them with a delicate and skillful touch." —Teen

Vogue

"This fun book about fierce friendships gives voice to a group of diverse female
characters who are so defined by so much more than just their mental health and

sexuality." —Bustle

"This celebration of geek culture and fandom promotes diversity and being true to

oneself." —School Library Journal
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