The Comprehensive Approach: A
Breakdown of Canada's Theoretical
Model

Canada, known for its progressive values and diverse population, takes pride in
its comprehensive approach to various societal issues. This article explores the
theoretical model of Canada's comprehensive approach, its key components, and

how it is applied across different sectors of society.

Understanding the Comprehensive Approach

The comprehensive approach refers to a holistic and multidimensional approach
to handling complex problems and challenges. In the Canadian context, it is an
integrated approach that addresses various interconnected factors rather than

focusing solely on individual components.

The Key Components

The theoretical model of Canada's comprehensive approach involves four key

components:
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Collaboration: Collaboration lies at the heart of the comprehensive
approach, bringing together diverse stakeholders, such as government
agencies, non-profit organizations, community groups, and academic
institutions. By pooling knowledge, resources, and expertise, collaboration

enables a more effective and inclusive problem-solving process.

Coordination: Coordination refers to the synchronized effort of different
actors within the collaborative network. It ensures all stakeholders work
together towards a common goal, avoiding duplication of efforts and

maximizing efficiency.

Information Sharing: Information sharing is crucial for the comprehensive
approach to succeed. Open communication and data exchange among
stakeholders help in identifying gaps, evaluating progress, and enabling

evidence-based decision-making.

Integration: Integration is the process of merging various policies, strategies,
and actions, both horizontally and vertically, across different sectors and
levels of governance. This ensures a harmonized and cohesive approach

towards addressing complex challenges.

Application of the Comprehensive Approach

The theoretical model of Canada's comprehensive approach can be seen in

various sectors, including:

Healthcare

Canada's healthcare system is a prime example of the comprehensive approach.

All levels of government collaborate with healthcare providers, researchers, and
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community organizations to ensure accessible and high-quality healthcare

services for all Canadians.

Climate Change

Given the pressing global issue of climate change, Canada adopts a
comprehensive approach by involving multiple stakeholders, including
government departments, environmental organizations, indigenous communities,
and businesses, to mitigate its impact. This approach aims to achieve

sustainability while balancing economic growth and social well-being.

Education

In the education sector, Canada's comprehensive approach emphasizes
collaboration among schools, universities, parents, and community organizations.
This approach promotes a holistic learning experience that focuses not only on
academic excellence but also on the social, emotional, and physical well-being of

students.

Community Development

Community development initiatives in Canada embrace the comprehensive
approach by engaging various stakeholders, including residents, local
businesses, non-profit organizations, and government agencies. By considering
multiple factors and addressing community needs holistically, these initiatives

help build stronger and more resilient communities.

The theoretical model of Canada's comprehensive approach showcases the
power of collaboration, coordination, information sharing, and integration in
addressing complex challenges. By adopting this approach across different
sectors, Canada strives to create a more inclusive, sustainable, and prosperous

society. Understanding and implementing the comprehensive approach can



contribute to positive change not only in Canada but also in countries around the

world.
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The comprehensive approach has been a new emerging phenomenon within the
field of strategic studies, national security, and international defence. Former
NATO secretary-general Rasmussen posited that this approach not only makes
senseit is necessary. Yet with the rise of asymmetric warfare and the emergence
of new constructs, the comprehensive approach is not supported by a necessary
framework, model, or theory. Indeed, if the military alone is unable to solve the
root cause of conflicts, then other elements of national and international power

must collaborate more closely.

In SynergyA Theoretical Model of Canadas Comprehensive Approach, author,
senior lecturer and strategic management consultant Eric Dion proposes a
theoretical model for this new approach: How can such an integrated decision-
making model be constructed for the comprehensive approach? Where and
when, who and with whom, what, how, why, and to what effect can such a model

be employed? Synergy answers these questions with an integrated theoretical
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model constructed of six management dimensions: the situational context, the
sociocultural, the organisational structure, the strategic policies, the systemic
processes, and the synergy dynamics. Together, these six dimensions
fundamentally represent what would be the basic constructs for a more integrated
theoretical model of the comprehensive approach. Taking a strategic
management perspective on the comprehensive approach can open new
perspectives within the field of national security and defence, a field traditionally
dominated by political science and international relations. In the end, synergy
appears to better explain the complex dynamics at play within the comprehensive

approach.
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