The Controversial Story Behind the
1969/70 Springboks Tour of Britain
and Ireland

The 1969/70 Springboks Tour of Britain and Ireland was not just an ordinary
rugby tour. It was a tour that ignited intense uproar and political turmoil around the
world. The apartheid policies in South Africa at the time sparked protests and led
to one of the most controversial sporting events in history. This article delves into
the captivating story behind this infamous tour, shedding light on the historical

context, the protests, and the lasting impact it had on society.

The Historical Context

In 1969, South Africa was still under the oppressive grip of apartheid, a system of
racial segregation and discrimination. The regime aimed to maintain white
minority rule, enforcing strict laws that limited the rights and opportunities of non-
white citizens. The international community, increasingly critical of the apartheid

system, started to protest against South Africa's policies on various fronts.

The Decision to Tour

Amidst this growing tension, the South African Rugby Union (SARU) decided to
send their national rugby team, the Springboks, on a tour of Britain and Ireland in
1969/70. The decision was met with outrage, both within South Africa and
globally. Many argued that hosting a sports team from an apartheid regime would

give legitimacy to a discriminatory government.
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The Protests

The announcement of the tour led to mass public demonstrations and protests in
both Britain and Ireland. Anti-apartheid activist groups saw this as an opportunity
to raise global awareness about the atrocities of apartheid. They organized rallies,

sit-ins, and public meetings, demanding the cancellation of the tour.

Notable figures, such as Archbishop Trevor Huddleston, joined the protests.
Huddleston, known for his anti-apartheid activism, actively campaigned against
the tour, emphasizing the need for countries to stand unified against

discrimination and racism.

The Political Response

The British and Irish governments faced a dilemma in deciding whether to allow
the Springboks to tour. On one hand, they didn't want to alienate such an
important trading partner as South Africa. On the other hand, they also faced

immense pressure from anti-apartheid campaigners and their own citizens.

In an attempt to appease both sides, the governments proposed that the

Springboks should only play against teams that were racially integrated. This


http://dl.neutronbyte.com/pdf-file/Wa18oYTP/e/wjkK/OPMw/aNBXp/Rugby-Behind-Barbed-Wire-The-1969-70-Springboks-Tour-of-Britain-and-Ireland.pdf
http://dl.neutronbyte.com/pdf-file/Wa18oYTP/e/wjkK/OPMw/aNBXp/Rugby-Behind-Barbed-Wire-The-1969-70-Springboks-Tour-of-Britain-and-Ireland.pdf

proposal was rejected by the South African Rugby Union, who insisted on

maintaining their team's policy of selecting players solely based on their race.

The Tour Begins

Despite the protests and pleas, the tour ultimately went ahead, starting in
November 1969. The Springboks played a series of matches against various
rugby clubs and national teams across Britain and Ireland. Each match was met

with a mix of enthusiastic supporters and furious protesters.

The Continuing Protests

The protests against the Springboks continued throughout the tour.
Demonstrators disrupted matches, chaining themselves to goalposts, and
creating a scene of chaos. Both players and spectators were affected by the

unrest.

The Cancellation of a Match

The increasing severity of the protests led to the cancellation of a scheduled
match between the Springboks and a team made up of players from Scotland,
England, and Wales. This decision was made by the respective rugby unions,

driven by concerns for the safety of players and spectators.

Legacy and Impact

While the tour was contentious and faced strong opposition, it also played a
significant role in drawing global attention to the injustice of apartheid. The
protests and turmoil during the 1969/70 Springboks Tour of Britain and Ireland
highlighted the necessity for political change in South Africa.

Years later, in 1995, the Springboks won the Rugby World Cup, a moment that

symbolized reconciliation in post-apartheid South Africa. Nelson Mandela, the



country's first black president, famously wore the Springboks jersey to unite a

nation divided by racial tension.

The 1969/70 Springboks Tour of Britain and Ireland was far more than a sporting
event. It became a battleground for political activism and global awareness in the
fight against apartheid. The protests surrounding the tour served as a catalyst for
change, pushing the international community to reevaluate their relationship with
South Africa and stand up against racial discrimination. Despite the controversy,

the tour left a lasting impact, reminding the world of the power of unity and the

need for equality.
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‘We spent all our time surrounded by police cordons and barbed wire, never mind
having our bus hijacked.” — Tommy Bedford, Springboks No. 8 2019 and 2020
mark the fiftieth anniversary of the controversial 1969/70 Springbok rugby tour of
the British Isles — a landmark event on both a sporting and political level. Taking
place during the time of South Africa’s apartheid dispensation, the tour was

characterised throughout by violent demonstrations against the ‘ambassadors of
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apartheid’. Scenes of chanting demonstrators at the players’ hotels and airports
were not uncommon, nor was the sight of protesters being dragged off the field of
play by police. Smoke bombs and flour bombs also became a match-day fixture.
These were wild and unnerving times for the players on tour, whose movements
were badly inhibited and who had to play hide-and-seek to avoid possible
violence between games of rugby. During a demanding tour that lasted more than
three months and took them to and fro between England, Wales, Scotland and
Ireland, they endeavoured to sustain a proud tradition of highly successful
Springbok tours through the Isles. Through personal interviews with the players,
including team captain Dawie de Villiers, vice-captain Tommy Bedford and other
senior members of the squad, as well as key figures such as anti-apartheid
campaigner Peter Hain, Rugby Behind Barbed Wire takes readers into the inner
circle of a besieged group of sportsmen who just wanted to play rugby despite
concerted efforts to deny them. The author also looks at the political context of
events, and why so many felt that disrupting the tour was a matter of moral and

political necessity.

Uncover the Fascinating Secrets Behind 3000
Years of History and Culture!

From ancient civilizations to modern wonders, the world has been shaped
by the remarkable stories and rich cultural heritage that span over 3000
years. Join us on an...



https://bookquester.com/Uncover%20the%20Fascinating%20Secrets%20Behind%203000%20Years%20of%20History%20and%20Culture%21.pdf?k=NWlvMDllZW1mczFkdktCZzFYRXdXekRlMEFDK2lCTHJvWkZkdGI3YlhRSHJZWTUxUEprTFJoU3k4RlJXMlFjQ2tiblY4VDFoZzZVc2lMb1VJbDlzckE9PQ==:f4
https://bookquester.com/Uncover%20the%20Fascinating%20Secrets%20Behind%203000%20Years%20of%20History%20and%20Culture%21.pdf?k=NWlvMDllZW1mczFkdktCZzFYRXdXekRlMEFDK2lCTHJvWkZkdGI3YlhRSHJZWTUxUEprTFJoU3k4RlJXMlFjQ2tiblY4VDFoZzZVc2lMb1VJbDlzckE9PQ==:f4

Missouiri
E_l_S_hmg_- &
Fleating
Gu ts_'i e Bo ok

==

Jim Maccracken

Complete Fishing And Floating Information
For Adair County Missouri: Explore The Best
Spots And Tips

If you are a fishing enthusiast or simply enjoy the tranquility of floating
down a river, Adair County in Missouri is the perfect destination for you.
With its picturesque...

Trafalgar Alan Baker: The Extraordinary Life
of an Unsung Hero

Have you ever heard of Trafalgar Alan Baker? If not, prepare to be

¥ amazed by the incredible story of this unsung hero. Trafalgar Alan Baker,

a name that echoes...

Unlocking the Secrets of Citrus Fruit Biology
Technology And Evaluation - Prepare to Be
Amazed!

The Fascinating World of Citrus Fruits As the sun-kissed Citrus fruits roll
off the tree, little do we know about the complex biology and innovative

| technology that goes...

| The Ultimate Guide to Matching The Hatch in

Stillwater River and Stream - Expert Tips and
Techniques

: Are you a passionate fly angler looking to improve your fishing game in
stillwater rivers and streams? One of the essential skills that every fly
angler should master...


https://bookquester.com/Complete%20Fishing%20And%20Floating%20Information%20For%20Adair%20County%20Missouri%20Explore%20The%20Best%20Spots%20And%20Tips.pdf
https://bookquester.com/Complete%20Fishing%20And%20Floating%20Information%20For%20Adair%20County%20Missouri%20Explore%20The%20Best%20Spots%20And%20Tips.pdf
https://bookquester.com/Trafalgar%20Alan%20Baker%20The%20Extraordinary%20Life%20of%20an%20Unsung%20Hero.pdf?k=L253MTdFNVA1RWJmamZBbHFYMWFZZmExbTZ4Nm9JSEJWb2ZJOXlpaFlidz0=:f4
https://bookquester.com/Trafalgar%20Alan%20Baker%20The%20Extraordinary%20Life%20of%20an%20Unsung%20Hero.pdf?k=L253MTdFNVA1RWJmamZBbHFYMWFZZmExbTZ4Nm9JSEJWb2ZJOXlpaFlidz0=:f4
https://bookquester.com/Unlocking%20the%20Secrets%20of%20Citrus%20Fruit%20Biology%20Technology%20And%20Evaluation%20-%20Prepare%20to%20Be%20Amazed%21.pdf?k=N1ZoMDFCUjQ0ckdGTHlsUXl0SENhQzJtWDZOTVY1SzVPSi9GMzNpbm5jekYxZmZhTHpYYW1FVTFYNngyM1FraA==:f4
https://bookquester.com/Unlocking%20the%20Secrets%20of%20Citrus%20Fruit%20Biology%20Technology%20And%20Evaluation%20-%20Prepare%20to%20Be%20Amazed%21.pdf?k=N1ZoMDFCUjQ0ckdGTHlsUXl0SENhQzJtWDZOTVY1SzVPSi9GMzNpbm5jekYxZmZhTHpYYW1FVTFYNngyM1FraA==:f4
https://bookquester.com/The%20Ultimate%20Guide%20to%20Matching%20The%20Hatch%20in%20Stillwater%20River%20and%20Stream%20-%20Expert%20Tips%20and%20Techniques.pdf?k=cUIwZGRrTndYMHk0M0xwRjhKVktlMjZ2enFJcU1MTncyRFZUcTlpam42YjBFK2pYaS84Z2l2dEdPcGkvS3pzWQ==:f4
https://bookquester.com/The%20Ultimate%20Guide%20to%20Matching%20The%20Hatch%20in%20Stillwater%20River%20and%20Stream%20-%20Expert%20Tips%20and%20Techniques.pdf?k=cUIwZGRrTndYMHk0M0xwRjhKVktlMjZ2enFJcU1MTncyRFZUcTlpam42YjBFK2pYaS84Z2l2dEdPcGkvS3pzWQ==:f4

OPEN AIR
GRAFE
CULTURE

A TRACTICAL TREATISE ON THE
GARLEN 1k CHLTURE, o
THE VINE

OnoSakurako
sare Leo Fall Moon

Universe.
Multidimensional

Discover the Secrets to Successful Open Air
Grape Culture: A Practical Treatise On Garden
and Vineyard Culture

Growing grapes in open air is a rewarding experience that allows you to
enjoy the bounty of your own vineyard or garden. Whether you are a
seasoned grape grower...

Discover the Mesmerizing Beauty of
Onosakurako as She Saw Leo Full Moon

Have you ever experienced the sheer awe and wonder of witnessing a
full moon illuminating the night sky? Imagine the captivating sight of...

Parallel Realities And The Multidimensional
Universe Universe Explained: Unveiling the
Secrets of the Interconnected Dimensions

Title: Unraveling the Enigma of Parallel Realities and Our
Multidimensional Universe Are we truly alone in the universe or is there
more to our existence than meets...


https://bookquester.com/Discover%20the%20Secrets%20to%20Successful%20Open%20Air%20Grape%20Culture%20A%20Practical%20Treatise%20On%20Garden%20and%20Vineyard%20Culture.pdf?k=aDRnaFJPM3BUeW1FdXNBaVgrbXJaZFI3em1hNGZUOXFYZS94N29aMnpTS0NpQlBIQXBhcy9VcHFWQTBKQWxiZzFsZ0ZHRUpjN2lxbWZwTnprSHI2MEVwT3RveldaL0p2aElvdTZDMlVkd0FocGFCNXpqK2NhUU5MczBhTDUxTHptY2pLYXZYYWhpd1pMNkRwVEFMTVk0TUNuRUtjZzhvaU90b01jS3dGbGNJPQ==:f4
https://bookquester.com/Discover%20the%20Secrets%20to%20Successful%20Open%20Air%20Grape%20Culture%20A%20Practical%20Treatise%20On%20Garden%20and%20Vineyard%20Culture.pdf?k=aDRnaFJPM3BUeW1FdXNBaVgrbXJaZFI3em1hNGZUOXFYZS94N29aMnpTS0NpQlBIQXBhcy9VcHFWQTBKQWxiZzFsZ0ZHRUpjN2lxbWZwTnprSHI2MEVwT3RveldaL0p2aElvdTZDMlVkd0FocGFCNXpqK2NhUU5MczBhTDUxTHptY2pLYXZYYWhpd1pMNkRwVEFMTVk0TUNuRUtjZzhvaU90b01jS3dGbGNJPQ==:f4
https://bookquester.com/Discover%20the%20Mesmerizing%20Beauty%20of%20Onosakurako%20as%20She%20Saw%20Leo%20Full%20Moon.pdf?k=SktLMStTcEErMVQ5WWZzcGdibWFLV1ZOLzBURi8vZkJyYjI0c25lS3dIUT0=:f4
https://bookquester.com/Discover%20the%20Mesmerizing%20Beauty%20of%20Onosakurako%20as%20She%20Saw%20Leo%20Full%20Moon.pdf?k=SktLMStTcEErMVQ5WWZzcGdibWFLV1ZOLzBURi8vZkJyYjI0c25lS3dIUT0=:f4
https://bookquester.com/Parallel%20Realities%20And%20The%20Multidimensional%20Universe%20Universe%20Explained%20Unveiling%20the%20Secrets%20of%20the%20Interconnected%20Dimensions.pdf?k=WUpUOXVQeisrekpVQ2pIRVlJd2p6elJCRmx5ZHIwaENzazY1WDBPV2JEVEcxbFRzMjRmeHR4dzdSR09JdWxuVUZqMU54eUtheFQrVk1vMXFTVXB2blFLWStCZFI2b0R0TWswSjhUdnZSYlFpeXBZQlJYRzA3TlBmZXAzSVBmMFNrcGVGeTA4N215TGNnMEZTTXlFT0l3PT0=:f4
https://bookquester.com/Parallel%20Realities%20And%20The%20Multidimensional%20Universe%20Universe%20Explained%20Unveiling%20the%20Secrets%20of%20the%20Interconnected%20Dimensions.pdf?k=WUpUOXVQeisrekpVQ2pIRVlJd2p6elJCRmx5ZHIwaENzazY1WDBPV2JEVEcxbFRzMjRmeHR4dzdSR09JdWxuVUZqMU54eUtheFQrVk1vMXFTVXB2blFLWStCZFI2b0R0TWswSjhUdnZSYlFpeXBZQlJYRzA3TlBmZXAzSVBmMFNrcGVGeTA4N215TGNnMEZTTXlFT0l3PT0=:f4

