
The Enchanting Journey: Explore Egypt's
Ancient Monuments Through The Magic
Lantern
Step into a world of wonder and awe as we embark on an enchanting journey
through the ancient monuments of Egypt. With the help of the magic lantern, we
will be transported back in time to witness the grandeur and magnificence of one
of the world's oldest civilizations. Join us as we explore the mysteries and marvel
at the beauty that Egypt has to offer.

Unveiling the Magic Lantern

The magic lantern, an early predecessor of the modern projector, was a device
used to project images onto a screen. Invented in the 17th century, it quickly
gained popularity as a form of entertainment and educational tool. The magic
lantern uses a light source, typically an oil lamp or candle, to project hand-painted
glass slides onto a larger surface.

Today, we will use this fascinating device to delve deep into the heart of Egypt
and witness the splendor of its ancient monuments.
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The Great Pyramids of Giza

Our first destination is the iconic Great Pyramids of Giza, one of the Seven
Wonders of the Ancient World. These massive structures, built as tombs for
pharaohs, date back to around 2580–2560 BC. Through the magic lantern, we
will witness the awe-inspiring architecture and learn about the advanced
engineering techniques used to create these monumental structures.

The Great Pyramid of Khufu, the largest of the three pyramids, stands as a
testament to the power and ingenuity of the ancient Egyptians. We will explore
the intricate passageways and chambers hidden within, getting a glimpse into the
mysteries that surround these ancient tombs.

The Valley of the Kings

Next, we venture to the Valley of the Kings, where the pharaohs of the New
Kingdom were laid to rest. This ancient burial ground, located on the west bank of
the Nile River, is home to over 60 tombs, including the famous tomb of
Tutankhamun. Through the magic lantern, we will discover the elaborate
decorations and hieroglyphic inscriptions that adorn these sacred chambers.

The Valley of the Kings provides valuable insights into the beliefs and rituals of
the ancient Egyptians. We will unravel the stories hidden within the walls, as we
learn about the journey to the afterlife and the importance of preserving the
pharaohs' legacy.

Karnak Temple Complex
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Our journey continues to the majestic Karnak Temple Complex, a vast ancient
religious site in Luxor. This complex is dedicated to the worship of Amun, the
ancient Egyptian god, and was constructed over a period of 2000 years. Through
the magic lantern, we will marvel at the colossal statues, towering columns, and
intricately carved reliefs that adorn the temple.

As we wander through the temple complex, we will uncover the secrets of this
sacred place and discover the significance of the rituals and ceremonies that took
place here. The magic lantern will transport us to the time when Karnak was a
thriving center of worship and religious activity.

The Temple of Hatshepsut

Our final stop is the stunning Temple of Hatshepsut, an architectural masterpiece
nestled among the cliffs of Deir el-Bahari. This temple, dedicated to the sun god
Amun-Ra, is a testament to the power and influence of one of Egypt's most
remarkable female pharaohs.

Through the magic lantern, we will witness the grandeur of this temple, with its
towering terraces, vibrant wall paintings, and intricate statues. We will explore the
life and reign of Hatshepsut, a woman who defied convention and left an indelible
mark on Egyptian history.

Our journey through Egypt's ancient monuments using the magic lantern has
been a truly mesmerizing experience. We have witnessed the architectural
marvels of the Great Pyramids, delved into the mysteries of the Valley of the
Kings, marveled at the grandeur of the Karnak Temple Complex, and explored
the beauty of the Temple of Hatshepsut.

Through this immersive experience, we have gained a deeper understanding and
appreciation for the rich history and culture of ancient Egypt. The magic lantern



has allowed us to step back in time and witness the wonders of this extraordinary
civilization. So why not embark on your own enchanting journey and explore
Egypt's ancient monuments through the magic lantern?
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The early photographs that we see in television documentaries and history books
are often faded and grainy. It would be reasonable to assume that this is because
the cameras available at the time were incapable of taking sharp, high resolution
(in today’s terminology), good-contrast photographs. This is not the case. From
the mid-1800s, professional photographers, using the most expensive cameras
with high quality lenses, took remarkable photographs of city streets, rural life,
industry, ships, railways etc. in Great Britain and throughout the world. Many of
their original glass plates have been destroyed or are in private collections but
there is still one source of pin-sharp, social history related photographs, taken by
highly skilled Victorian photographers ….. glass, ‘magic lantern’ slides. They sold
in their millions in the 1880/90s and were produced by relatively few companies
who supplied their teams of photographers with the finest equipment. The
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photographs they took had to be ‘high resolution’ because, unlike prints and
postcards, lantern slides were sometimes projected onto large screens in public
halls and needed to give a crisp, sharp picture with very high levels of
magnification ….. from a slide, three and a quarter inches square to a screen,
perhaps twenty feet square. The twenty-four photographs in this album date from
the latter half of the 19th century, with the exception of Howard Carter at
Tutankhamun’s tomb entrance, which was taken in November, 1922. They are
from the Keasbury-Gordon Photograph Archive, a collection of historical images
taken mainly from Victorian lantern slides produced by the best professional
photographers.
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