
The End of the Ottoman Empire 1908-1923:
Turning Points
The Ottoman Empire, once a mighty force spanning three continents, came to a
definitive end between 1908 and 1923. This period witnessed a series of turning
points that ultimately led to the dissolution of one of the longest-lasting empires in
history. In this article, we will explore the key events and factors that marked the
end of the Ottoman Empire and shaped the modern Middle East.

The Young Turk Revolution (1908)

The first turning point occurred in 1908 with the Young Turk Revolution.
Frustrated with the declining power of the empire and the authoritarian rule of
Sultan Abdülhamid II, a group of military officers known as the Young Turks led a
successful uprising. They demanded the restoration of the Ottoman constitution
of 1876 and promoted a vision of modernization and nationalism.

The Balkan Wars (1912-1913)

The Balkan Wars proved to be a major blow to the Ottoman Empire. In 1912, the
Balkan League, composed of Bulgaria, Serbia, Greece, and Montenegro,
launched an offensive to gain territories held by the Ottomans in the Balkans. The
Ottomans suffered significant losses, losing most of their European territories and
witnessing the massacre of their ethnic minorities.
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World War I (1914-1918)

World War I further weakened the Ottoman Empire. Initially, the empire declared
neutrality, but in 1914, it joined the Central Powers, primarily due to its rivalry with
Russia. The empire faced military defeats in multiple fronts, including the
disastrous Gallipoli Campaign. The war also led to widespread famine and
economic hardships, causing immense suffering for the Ottoman population.

The Armenian Genocide (1915-1917)

One of the most tragic events during the end of the Ottoman Empire was the
Armenian Genocide. Starting in 1915, the Ottoman government embarked on a
systematic extermination of its Armenian population. It is estimated that around
1.5 million Armenians lost their lives through mass killings, death marches, and
forced deportations. This genocide has had a lasting impact on the region and
still remains a contentious issue today.

The Turkish War of Independence (1919-1922)

The Turkish War of Independence was the pivotal turning point that eventually led
to the establishment of modern Turkey. After the Ottoman Empire's defeat in
World War I, the Allies occupied Istanbul and sought to partition Turkish
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territories. However, under the leadership of Mustafa Kemal, later known as
Atatürk, the Turkish nationalists launched a successful resistance movement.
Through a series of military victories, they expelled the occupying forces and
established the Republic of Turkey in 1923.

The Treaty of Lausanne (1923)

The Treaty of Lausanne, signed in 1923, marked the formal end of the Ottoman
Empire. It recognized the sovereignty of the Republic of Turkey and defined its
borders. The treaty also established the rights of religious and ethnic minority
communities, marking a departure from the Ottoman Empire's policies of
assimilation.

The end of the Ottoman Empire between 1908 and 1923 was a period filled with
significant turning points. From the Young Turk Revolution to the Armenian
Genocide and the Turkish War of Independence, these events shaped the destiny
of the empire and the modern Middle East. Understanding this period is crucial
for comprehending the region's current geopolitical dynamics and the legacy left
by the Ottoman Empire.
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The collapse of the Ottoman Empire is a key event in the shaping of our own
times. From its ruins rose a whole map of new countries including Turkey, Iraq,
Syria, Lebanon, Jordan, Saudi Arabia and the perennially troubled area of
Palestine as well as the Balkan lands - states which were to remain flashpoints of
international tension. This thoughtful and lucid volume considers the reasons for
the end of the Ottoman Empire; explains the course of it; and examines the
aftermath.
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