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The Accrington Pals Trail is a remarkable journey that takes you through the

harrowing experiences and sacrifices made by the brave men of Accrington

during World War I. From their homes in Accrington to the battlefields of Europe,

this trail offers a poignant perspective on the horrors of war and the camaraderie

that kept these soldiers going.

1. The Origins of the Accrington Pals

The Accrington Pals were a group of men who enlisted together from the

Accrington area in Lancashire, England, during World War I. They were part of

the 11th (Service) Battalion East Lancashire Regiment, formed in 1914. The

group quickly gained fame for their strong sense of camaraderie and for being

one of the first "Pals" battalions in the country.
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2. Training and Departure

After their formation, the Accrington Pals underwent extensive training both in

Accrington and at other military camps. Their training involved physical exercises,
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drilling, and weapon handling, preparing them for the horrors they would later

encounter on the battlefield.

In September 1915, the Accrington Pals left for their overseas postings. They

boarded trains and embarked on a journey from their homes to the unknown

lands of Europe, leaving behind their families and loved ones.

3. The Battle of the Somme

One of the most significant moments in the Accrington Pals' history was their

involvement in the Battle of the Somme, which began on July 1, 1916. The

Accrington Pals fought alongside other British forces in an attempt to break

through German lines.

The battle was fiercely fought, and the Accrington Pals displayed tremendous

bravery and devotion to their cause. However, the battalion suffered heavy

casualties, with many losing their lives or being severely injured. The Accrington

Pals' determination and sacrifice became a symbol of the horrors and futility of

war.

4. Honor and Remembrance

Today, the Accrington Pals are commemorated in various ways to honor their

memory and sacrifice. The Accrington Pals Memorial, located in the town of

Accrington, serves as a reminder of the bravery and resilience of these soldiers.

The Accrington Pals Trail takes visitors on a journey, allowing them to retrace the

steps of these brave men. It offers a unique perspective on the war, as well as a

chance to pay homage to those who gave their lives.

The Accrington Pals Trail provides a poignant insight into the experiences of the

brave men who fought in World War I. From their homes in Accrington to the



overseas battlegrounds of Europe, their journey is one of sacrifice, bravery, and

camaraderie.

The trail serves as a reminder of the horrors of war and the enduring spirit of

those who fought. It allows us to reflect on the sacrifices made by the Accrington

Pals and ensures that their memory lives on.
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The Battleground series is designed for both the battlefield visitor and the reader

at home. For the former, this book is an invaluable guide and each site is

described in detail. For everyone there are graphic descriptions of action, often

through first-hand accounts, supported by illustrations, diagrams and maps.
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The Fascinating Accrington Pals Trail:
Unveiling Their Journey from Home to the
Overseas Battlegrounds of Europe
The Accrington Pals Trail is a remarkable journey that takes you through

the harrowing experiences and sacrifices made by the brave men of

Accrington during World War I....
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