
The Fascinating History of Soviet 10 Heavy
Tank And Its Variants

When it comes to military might and legendary armored vehicles, the Soviet
Union undoubtedly played a significant role. Among its various creations, the
Soviet 10 Heavy Tank and its variants stand out as formidable and impressive
machines. In this article, we will dive into the captivating history and development
of the Soviet 10 Heavy Tank and explore its different variants.

Origin and Development

The Soviet 10 Heavy Tank was born out of the necessity to counter the German
heavy tanks during World War II. Its development started in the late 1930s and
continued throughout the war. The primary objective was to create a tank that
would surpass the capabilities of its German counterparts.
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The initial prototype of the Soviet 10 Heavy Tank, designated as the KV-1,
boasted impressive armor protection and firepower. It featured a powerful
76.2mm gun and exceptionally thick frontal armor. However, its mobility left much
to be desired. The engineers knew that further development was required to
enhance the tank's overall performance.

Soviet 10 Heavy Tank (KV-1) Variants

KV-1S

The first significant change came in 1942 with the of the KV-1S variant. This
variant addressed the mobility issues of the original KV-1 by reducing its weight
and increasing its speed. The armament remained the same, but its improved
mobility made it an exceptional tank on the battlefield.

KV-85

The year 1943 saw another significant modification with the of the KV-85. It
featured an upgraded 85mm gun, which increased its firepower and made it more
effective against German heavy tanks. The KV-85 proved to be a formidable
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opponent and played a crucial role in turning the tide of various battles on the
Eastern Front.

IS-1 and IS-2

As the war progressed, the Soviet Union continued to perfect its heavy tank
designs. In 1943, the IS-1 (later renamed IS-85) was introduced. It featured
enhanced armor protection and a more powerful 85mm gun. Soon after, the IS-2
replaced the IS-1, featuring an even stronger 122mm gun that proved to be a
game-changer on the battlefield.

Soviet 10 Heavy Tank Legacy

The Soviet 10 Heavy Tank, along with its variants, played a significant role in
various crucial battles, including the Battle of Kursk and the Battle of Berlin.
These tanks were known for their superior firepower, armor protection, and
durability. Even in the face of the feared Tiger and Panther tanks of the German
army, the Soviet 10 Heavy Tank proved to be a force to be reckoned with.

Post-World War II, the Soviet Union continued to use and develop heavy tanks
based on the Soviet 10 Heavy Tank design. Many of these tanks saw action
during the Korean War and the Hungarian Revolution. The Soviet 10 Heavy Tank
became a symbol of Soviet military might and a testament to the engineering
capabilities of the Soviet Union.

The Soviet 10 Heavy Tank and its variants hold an exceptional place in military
history. From its humble beginnings as the KV-1 to its powerful successor, the IS-
2, these tanks showcased Soviet engineering prowess and contributed
significantly to the outcome of World War II. The legacy of the Soviet 10 Heavy
Tank lives on as a testament to the Soviet Union's military might and its impact on
armored warfare.



So, next time you come across the Soviet 10 Heavy Tank and its variants,
remember the powerful machines that once dominated the battlefields and played
a vital role in shaping history.
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When it was introduced into service in 1953, the T-10 represented a return to the
“classic” Soviet heavy tank. Although considered a major threat to NATO tank
forces, it also represented the end of an era. All gun heavy tanks like the T-10
would eventually be made effectively redundant by later models like the T-62
which had powerful next generation armament and new ammunition types. The
tank was gradually withdrawn from service in the 1970s, though the last tanks
would only leave Russian service, by decree of the President of the Russian
Federation, in 1997. As such the T-10 outlived the Soviet state that had created it.

Never exported outside of the Soviet Union and rarely used in combat, the T-10
has remained a mysterious tank, with many of its variants unknown in the West
until very recently. This study, written from original Russian and Ukrainian primary
source documents that have only recently been made available, uncovers the
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history of this enigmatic tank using 130 stunning contemporary and modern
photographs of the T-10 as well as full colour side-view artwork.
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