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The Adventurous Life of the New London Shipmaster

Imagine sailing the high seas during the early 19th century, when the world was
still rife with exploration and trade opportunities. One man's incredible journey
took him from being a Boston merchant to becoming the first consul of Senegal.
Let's delve into the captivating story of this New London shipmaster and his
remarkable achievements.

A Promising Start in the Merchant World

Born and raised in Boston, our shipmaster entered the bustling world of
commerce at a young age. Fueled by a desire for adventure and a knack for
business, he quickly made a name for himself in the merchant community. His
voyages to Europe, Asia, and Africa fostered valuable connections and deepened
his understanding of global trade.
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During a trade expedition to West Africa, our shipmaster arrived in Senegal, a
land teeming with vibrant cultures and abundant natural resources. The warm
hospitality and rich history of the region fascinated him, igniting a strong desire to
establish closer ties between Senegal and the United States.

The Birth of a Vision

Returning to Boston with newfound perspective, our shipmaster embarked on a
mission to promote friendly relations and enhance trade opportunities. His
visionary speeches captivated the business community, and his charisma earned
him the support of influential figures who shared his belief in the potential of a
Senegalese partnership.

The Appointment as First Consul of Senegal

In recognition of his dedication and unwavering commitment, the United States
government appointed our shipmaster as the first consul of Senegal. This
prestigious position granted him the authority to represent American interests in
the region and further strengthened the bond between the two nations.

Fostering Economic Growth and Cultural Exchanges

As the first consul of Senegal, our shipmaster initiated several groundbreaking
initiatives. He prioritized the development of trade networks and facilitated the
exchange of goods between Senegal and the United States. This contributed to
the economic growth of both nations and fostered a cultural exchange that
broadened horizons on both sides of the Atlantic.

The Legacy of the New London Shipmaster

Even after his term as consul ended, our shipmaster continued to play a vital role
in strengthening Senegal's ties with the United States. His philanthropic



endeavors, including the establishment of educational institutions and the
preservation of Senegal's cultural heritage, left a lasting impact on both nations.

A Historic Figure Remembered

The legacy of the New London shipmaster lives on today, inspiring future
generations to explore new horizons and embrace diverse cultures. His
remarkable journey from a Boston merchant to the first consul of Senegal serves
as a testament to the power of determination, vision, and a relentless pursuit of
one's dreams.
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The first biography of this nineteenth-century sea captain, adventurer, and State
Department official: “A vivid picture of [a] unique career.” —The Day (New
London, CT)

This is the first biography of Capt. Peter Strickland, a little-known Connecticut
Yankee who crossed the Atlantic one hundred times in command of a sailing
vessel, traded with French and Portuguese colonies during the period 1864-1905,
and served as the first American consul to French West Africa for over twenty
years.

We know about Peter Strickland’s long life because he wrote a daily journal from
the age of nineteen until the year he died. He broke away from a long line of
farmers to adopt a seafaring life at age fifteen, and his merchant marine career
led him from the east coast of the United States to the west coast of Africa. He
introduced American tobacco and wood products into French and Portuguese
colonies, and on the return trips carried animal hides and peanuts in his 100-ton
schooners. Eventually, the U.S. State Department asked him to become the first
consul in French West Africa, with residence in Senegal. The captain accepted
the terms: He would receive no salary, but he could keep the port fees he
collected and continue to practice his import-export business.

This book tells his life story, from his accomplishments and adventures to coping
with the epidemics of the day and a tragic personal loss—in the process
capturing a unique era in American diplomatic history.
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“Grant’s careful blending of historical hindsight with Strickland’s own words brings
enormous value to our understanding of U.S. diplomacy.” —Foreign Service
Journal
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