
The Fascinating Story of Native American
Heroism and Patriotism That Will Leave You
Amazed!
The Native American Warriors Who Fought for Freedom and
Defended Their Land

Native Americans have played a remarkable role in shaping the history of the
United States. Far beyond the Hollywood stereotypes and popular myths, their
heroism and patriotism deserve to be celebrated. From the colonial era to modern
times, Native American warriors have fearlessly fought for their freedom,
defended their land, and protected their people.

The Early Native American Heroes Who Resisted European
Colonization

Long before the famous figures of American history emerged, Native American
tribes were battling against European colonization. Tribal leaders like Powhatan,
leader of the Powhatan Confederacy, refused to submit to the encroachment of
English settlers and fought relentlessly to protect their way of life.

Another notable warrior was Metacomet, also known as King Philip, who led the
Wampanoag Tribe in an uprising against the English settlers in the 1670s. Their
resistance was legendary, making their mark in American history as early Native
American heroes.
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The Native American Role in the American Revolution

When the American Revolution broke out, many Native American tribes found
themselves caught in the middle. Some tribes sided with the colonists, hoping to
regain their land and sovereignty, while others chose to align with the British in
hopes of escaping further encroachment.

One of the most prominent Native American figures of the American Revolution
was Joseph Brant, a Mohawk war chief who fought alongside the British. Brant
formed the "Indian Department" within the British military and led devastating
raids against American settlements.

On the other side, General George Washington recognized the strategic
importance of Native American alliances and actively sought their support. One of
the most influential Native American allies of the colonists was Thomas
Jefferson's trusted friend, the Mohawk leader Thayendanegea, also known as
Joseph Brant's sister, Mary Brant.

The Unsung Native American Heroes of the War of 1812
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During the War of 1812, Native American warriors played a crucial role in
defending their land and maintaining their territories. The Shawnee leader
Tecumseh, along with his brother Tenskwatawa, known as the Prophet, united
various tribes into a confederacy to resist the American forces.

The combined Native American and British forces fought fiercely against the
Americans, inflicting heavy casualties. Sadly, Tecumseh was killed in the Battle of
the Thames in 1813, but his legacy as a Native American hero continues to
inspire generations.

The Navajo Code Talkers in World War II

Jumping forward to World War II, Native American heroism took a different form.
The Navajo Code Talkers played an instrumental role in the Allied victory by
developing an unbreakable code based on the Navajo language.

The Navajo code, using words that were unfamiliar to the enemy, played a crucial
role in securing military communications. The code was so effective that it
remained classified for several years after the war. Their contribution was a
pivotal moment in Native American history and blueprinted their legacy as true
American patriots during wartime.

The Fight for Civil Rights and Modern Native American Activism

Native American heroism and patriotism extend beyond the battlefield.
Throughout the 20th century, Native Americans fought for their civil rights and
worked to preserve their culture and heritage.

One of the key figures in modern Native American activism was Native American
rights advocate, Elouise Cobell. Cobell fought tirelessly for the rights of Native



Americans in regard to land mismanagement and won a historic lawsuit against
the US government, leading to a settlement of over $3.4 billion.

The fight for civil rights and the preservation of Native American culture continues
today, with activists like Winona LaDuke, Russell Means, and countless others
dedicated to ensuring a better future for the Native American communities.

The Legacy Lives On

From the earliest conflicts to the ongoing struggles for recognition and equality,
the story of Native American heroism and patriotism stands as an essential part
of the American narrative. These brave warriors and activists have faced
immense challenges yet have remained resilient in preserving their heritage and
fighting for their rights.

It is our duty to acknowledge the contributions and sacrifices made by Native
Americans throughout history and to ensure that their stories are remembered,
respected, and shared with future generations. By doing so, we honor their
heroism and patriotism, which continue to inspire and shape the fabric of our
nation.
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For decades, American schoolchildren have learned only a smattering of facts
about Native American peoples, especially when it comes to service in the U.S.
military. They might know that Navajos served as Code Talkers during World War
II, but more often they learn that Native Americans were enemies of the United
States, not allies or patriots. In Warrior Spirit, author Herman J. Viola sets the
record straight by highlighting the military service—and major sacrifices—of
Native American soldiers and veterans in the U.S. armed services.

American Indians have fought in uniform in each of our nation’s wars. Since
1775, despite a legacy of broken treaties, cultural suppression, and racial
discrimination, indigenous Americans have continued to serve in numbers that far
exceed their percentage of the general U.S. population. Warrior Spirit introduces
readers to unsung heroes, from the first Native guides and soldiers during the
Revolutionary War to those servicemen and -women who ventured to Vietnam,
Iraq, and Afghanistan.

This outstanding record of service begs a question: Why do American Indians
willingly serve a country that has treated them so poorly? Native veterans
invariably answer that they are a warrior people who have a sacred obligation to
defend their homeland and their families. Written to be accessible to young adult
readers, Warrior Spirit is a valuable resource for any reader interested in Native
American military history.
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