
The Foresteros Of Cuzco 1570 1720 - Discover
the Untold Story of Struggles and Triumphs
In the heart of the mighty Inca Empire, a group of remarkable individuals called
"The Foresteros" emerged between the years 1570 and 1720 in Cuzco, Peru.
This untold story unveils their incredible journey filled with challenges, sacrifices,
and moments of triumph. Join us as we delve into the lives of these extraordinary
people and explore their impact on the history of Cuzco.

The Birth of The Foresteros

The term "Foresteros" refers to the people who immigrated to Cuzco from various
regions during the period of Spanish colonization. They came from diverse
backgrounds and brought with them their own unique cultures, traditions, and
skills. The mingling of these different cultures created a vibrant and dynamic
society within the walls of Cuzco.

The Struggles of The Foresteros

Life for the Foresteros in Cuzco was not easy. They faced numerous challenges,
starting with the language barrier. Many of them couldn't speak Spanish, the
language of the conquerors. This made it difficult for them to communicate and
integrate into the society dominated by the Spanish elites.
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Furthermore, the Foresteros experienced discrimination and prejudice due to
their foreign origins. They were often viewed as outsiders and faced social
exclusion. Despite these hardships, they persevered, holding onto their own
cultural identity and contributing to the development of Cuzco.

Contributions of The Foresteros

The Foresteros brought with them a wide range of skills and expertise that greatly
enriched Cuzco. They excelled in various fields such as agriculture, textile
production, craftsmanship, and arts. Their knowledge and techniques helped
boost the region's economy and contributed to the flourishing of local industries.

Additionally, the Foresteros played a significant role in the preservation and
promotion of indigenous traditions and customs. They kept alive the ancient
knowledge of the Inca Empire and passed it down to future generations. Their
dedication ensured that the cultural heritage of Cuzco remained intact despite the
Spanish influence.

Moments of Triumph
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Over time, the Foresteros of Cuzco managed to overcome the obstacles they
faced. They established their own communities, known as "barrios," which
became centers of cultural exchange and mutual support. These barrios acted as
havens for the Foresteros, where they could celebrate their traditions, practice
their crafts, and preserve their languages.

The Foresteros also made significant contributions to the arts, leaving an indelible
mark on the cultural landscape of Cuzco. Their unique artistic expressions
merged elements of their native cultures with Spanish influences, creating a
fusion that became emblematic of Cuzco's identity.

The Legacy of The Foresteros

The legacy of the Foresteros of Cuzco continues to resonate today. Their
contributions shaped the city's history and culture, leaving a lasting impact on its
identity. Cuzco, now a UNESCO World Heritage site, stands as a testament to the
perseverance and resilience of the Foresteros who dared to dream and overcome
the challenges they faced.

As we look back at the untold story of the Foresteros, we uncover a rich tapestry
of struggles and triumphs. Their journey reminds us of the power of diversity, the
strength of cultural heritage, and the transformative potential of collective
determination. Let us celebrate the Foresteros of Cuzco and their invaluable
contributions to the history of Peru.
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Many observers in colonial Spanish America—whether clerical, governmental, or
foreign—noted the large numbers of forasteros, or Indians who were not
seemingly attached to any locality. These migrants, or “wanderers,” offended the
bureaucratic sensibilities of the Spanish administration, as they also frustrated
their tax and revenue efforts. Ann M. Wightman’s research on these early
“undocumentals” in the Cuzco region of Peru reveals much of importance on
Andean society and its adaptation and resistance to Spanish cultural and political
hegemony. The book thereby informs our understanding of social change in the
colonial period.
Wightman shows that the dismissal of the forasteros as marginalized rural poor is
superficial at best, and through laborious and painstaking archival research she
presents a clear picture of the transformation of traditional society as the native
populations coped with the disruptions of the conquest—and in doing so, reveals
the reciprocal adaptations of the colonial power. Her choice of Cuzco is
particularly appropriate, as this was a “heartland” region crucial to both the Incan
and Spanish empires. The questions addressed by Wightman are of great
concern to current Andean ethnohistory, one of the liveliest areas of such
research, and are sure to have an important impact.
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