
The Great Lakes Water Wars: Unveiling the
Startling Truth Behind the Battle for
Freshwater
The Great Lakes are a magnificent natural resource, accounting for roughly 20%
of the world's surface freshwater. These interconnected lakes have not only
served as a crucial water supply for millions of people but also as an essential
habitat for numerous plants and animals.

The Scarcity Threat

However, in recent decades, the Great Lakes have become a battleground in
what has come to be known as the "Great Lakes Water Wars." As population
growth, industrial needs, and climate change continue to strain water resources
worldwide, these freshwater reserves have become a coveted source for many
parties.

The Historical Context

The roots of this conflict can be traced back to the early 20th century when
Canada and the United States signed the Boundary Waters Treaty in 1909 to
regulate water usage of the Great Lakes. Despite this agreement, tensions
persisted as states and provinces began to exploit the vast water resources for
their benefit.
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The Present-Day Battlefront

Today, the Great Lakes Water Wars have intensified, with an array of
stakeholders vying for control over its waters. The conflicts range from disputes
between US states, such as Michigan and Illinois, to inter-country disagreements
between the US and Canada. Additionally, the impact of climate change poses a
further challenge to this already precarious situation.

Environmental Concerns

The battle for Great Lakes water extends beyond political and economic interests;
it has significant environmental implications as well. The diversion of water to
facilitate shipping, agriculture, and industrial processes has disturbed the delicate
balance of the ecosystem, threatening the survival of various species.

The Role of Politics

Politics play a significant role in the Great Lakes Water Wars. Political leaders are
often torn between the interests of their constituents and the broader ecological
concerns. Balancing economic development and environmental sustainability is a
complex task, further fueling the disagreements and controversies surrounding
this precious resource.
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Awareness and Conservation

In light of the growing conflicts, the importance of education and conservation
cannot be overstated. Raising awareness about the significance of the Great
Lakes and promoting sustainable water management practices is crucial to
ensure its long-term survival.

The Great Lakes Water Wars illustrate the global struggle for freshwater
resources. As the demand for water continues to rise, it is imperative that all
stakeholders in the Great Lakes region work together to find equitable solutions
that preserve this invaluable natural resource for future generations.
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The Great Lakes are the largest system of freshwater lakes in the world and
America’s greatest freshwater resource. For over a century they have been the
target of controversial diversion schemes designed to sell, send, or ship water to
thirsty communities, sometimes far from the source. In part to protect the Great
Lakes from overzealous entrepreneurship, the Great Lakes Compact was signed
in 2008. Although the Compact fulfills that promise and ensures that Great Lakes
water stays within the Basin, some would say it has only shifted the controversy
closer to home. Now water diversion controversies of a different kind are some of
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the most fought-over environmental issues in the region. Will the water wars ever
be settled?

Journalist Peter Annin delves deeply into the fraught history of water use in the
Great Lakes region and recaps the story of the Chicago River diversion, which
reversed the flow of the river, fundamentally transforming the Great Lakes
ecosystem. A century later it remains “the poster child of bad behavior in the
Great Lakes.” Today, with growing communities and a warming climate, tensions
over water use are high, and controversies on the perimeter of the Great Lakes
Basin are on the rise. In this new and expanded edition of The Great Lakes Water
Wars, Annin shares the stories of New Berlin and Waukesha, two Wisconsin
communities straddling the Basin boundary whose recent legal battles have
tested the legislative strength of the newly signed Compact. Annin devotes a new
chapter to the volatile issue of the invasive Asian carp—a voracious species that
reproduces at a disturbing rate—which is transforming the ecology of the river as
it makes its way through the Chicago River diversion and ever closer to Lake
Michigan.

With three new chapters and significant revisions to existing chapters that bring
the story up-to-date over the past decade, this is the definitive behind-the-scenes
account of the people and stories behind hard-fought battles to protect this
precious resource that makes the region so special for the millions who call it
home.
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