
The Hidden Gems of Sapphic Poetry in
Brandon Sanderson's Novels - Unraveling the
Beauty of Female Love
Brandon Sanderson is a celebrated author known for his epic fantasy novels and
intricate world-building. While his works are mostly appreciated for their gripping
storylines, intricate magic systems, and well-developed characters, there is a
subtle yet enchanting aspect of his writing that often goes unnoticed - the
presence of Sapphic poems.

What is Sapphic Poetry?

Sapphic poetry, inspired by the ancient Greek poet Sappho, is a form of verse
that explores themes of love and desire between women. It beautifully captures
the emotions, complexities, and nuances of female same-sex relationships, often
imbuing them with a sense of longing, passion, and vulnerability.

Brandon Sanderson's Inclusion of Sapphic Poetry

While Brandon Sanderson's novels primarily focus on epic quests, battles, and
magic, he subtly weaves elements of Sapphic poetry into his narratives. These
poems can be found within the thoughts, letters, or personal journals of his
female characters, offering a unique and intimate glimpse into their deepest
desires and passions.
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Discovering the Hidden Gems

If you are a fan of Brandon Sanderson's works and wish to explore the hidden
gems of Sapphic poetry within his novels, this article is your guide. We will delve
into three of his most popular books and uncover the beautiful verses that enrich
the stories:

1. Mistborn Trilogy

In the Mistborn trilogy, Sanderson creates a dark and gritty world dominated by
an oppressive ruler. Among the rebellion and political intrigues, the character Vin
finds solace in writing secret poems hidden in the pages of her journal. One of
these poems beautifully depicts her feelings for another female character:

“ "I am the night, and you the moon, Our love, whispered in secret
boon. In shadows, our affection blooms, Like flowers yearning for
gentle glooms." ”

2. The Stormlight Archive Series
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The Stormlight Archive series introduces vibrant characters and a magical world
embroiled in a cosmic war. Among the compelling narratives, one of Sanderson's
female characters, Shallan, expresses her desires through delicate and profound
poetry hidden within secret letters sent to her beloved mentor. This excerpt is a
testament to her unspoken affection:

“ "In dreams, I find your tender sight, As stardust twinkles with
stolen light. In verses, my heart starts to ignite, With love, for you,
my soul takes flight." ”

3. Warbreaker

Warbreaker is a standalone fantasy novel that explores themes of power, identity,
and sacrifice. Here, the character Siri discovers a hidden trove of ancient books,
including a collection of Sapphic poems etched within the margins. This poem,
untouched by time, reveals the depth of her desires:

“ "Within your gaze, I find belief, Desire's blaze, a soothing relief. In
this embrace, our souls find peace, A love divine, that will never
cease." ”

Appreciating Sapphic Poetry in Fantasy Novels

Sanderson's inclusion of Sapphic poetry in his novels adds an extra layer of
depth and diversity to his fantastical worlds. These verses breathe life into his
female characters, allowing them to explore their desires and emotions freely,
and ultimately showcasing the beauty of same-sex love.



While Sapphic poetry may be a hidden gem within Brandon Sanderson's works,
its presence is undeniable and adds a unique flavor to his novels. By highlighting
these delicate verses, we hope to shed light on the beauty of female love and its
portrayal in fantasy literature. So, the next time you delve into a Sanderson novel,
keep an eye out for these hidden treasures - they might just add a touch of magic
to your reading experience.
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I told her, that day after the creek. I told her, "I just can't believe it's ending like
this. Everything happens too much." And I meant it. Endings in life are unfair, and
sudden, and horrible. I hate every ending. I like things that don't end. We're not
together. She doesn't love me like that, anymore. She did, once. A long time ago.
I don't know who you are, or why you're reading this. You might be her. You
probably aren't. But if you are, please know, I still have so much love for you. I
don't know where to put it.
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