
The Hidden Treasures of Derbyshire's Gardom
Edge that Unveil Ancient Secrets from
Prehistoric Times

Derbyshire's Gardom Edge, located in the beautiful Peak District National Park, is
a mysterious landscape filled with remnants of prehistoric human presence. This
article will take you on a journey through time, exploring the fascinating history
and significant archaeological findings that uncover the secrets of this ancient
area.

Unveiling the Geological Marvels

The first thing that captivates visitors to Gardom Edge is its stunning geological
formations. The edge is composed of gritstone rocks that were formed over
millions of years, creating dramatic cliffs, crags, and boulders. Its unique
landscape provides a breathtaking backdrop for the prehistoric wonders hidden
within.
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Ancient Rock Art

One of the most intriguing features of Gardom Edge is the presence of ancient
rock art. Carved into some of the exposed rocks are various prehistoric motifs,
including cup marks, rings, and interconnecting lines. These enigmatic
engravings offer glimpses into the lives and beliefs of the people who lived in this
area thousands of years ago.

Bronze Age Barrows

Scattered across Gardom Edge are several Bronze Age barrows, circular burial
mounds dating back thousands of years. These burial sites are evidence of the
reverence and rituals surrounding the deceased during prehistoric times. The
barrows were constructed using local materials and often contain funerary
remains, pottery, and other artefacts, providing valuable insights into ancient
burial traditions.

Rock Shelters and Settlements
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Gardom Edge is also home to intriguing rock shelters and evidence of ancient
settlements. These shelters, formed by the overhanging cliffs, provided protection
and shelter for the prehistoric inhabitants. Archaeological excavations have
revealed hearths, tools, and remnants of daily life within these rock shelters,
shedding light on the lifestyle and habits of the people who once called this place
home.

Neolithic Cairn Field

Near the summit of Gardom Edge, archaeologists have discovered a Neolithic
cairn field. This collection of stone piles is believed to have served various
purposes, including acting as markers for important locations or burial sites. The
cairns provide an excellent vantage point, offering panoramic views of the
surrounding landscape, further emphasizing the connections between the
prehistoric people and their natural environment.

Interpreting the Landscape

While it is impossible to fully understand the lifeways and beliefs of the prehistoric
communities that once inhabited Gardom Edge, archaeologists and researchers
continue to piece together the story by examining the landscape. The positioning
of the rock art, barrows, settlements, and cairns within the natural surroundings
provides clues about their significance and the interconnected relationship
between humans and the environment.

Exploring Gardom Edge

Gardom Edge offers a unique opportunity to immerse oneself in the ancient past.
Today, visitors can explore the area using designated trails and footpaths that
wind through the breathtaking landscapes. Several information panels along the
way provide insights into the history and significance of the various
archaeological sites, enhancing the overall experience.



Preserving the Past

Efforts are being made to preserve and protect the ancient treasures of Gardom
Edge. The delicate rock art, burial mounds, and settlements require careful
stewardship to prevent damage and ensure their longevity. By respecting and
appreciating these ancient wonders, we can continue to learn from them and gain
a deeper understanding of our prehistoric ancestors.

Gardom Edge in Derbyshire holds a captivating past that comes alive through its
landscapes and prehistoric relics. From the ancient rock art to the Bronze Age
burial mounds and Neolithic cairn field, this area offers invaluable insights into our
history and the people who once thrived here. Exploring Gardom Edge is like
stepping back in time, a unique opportunity to connect with our ancient ancestors
and the natural wonders they revered.
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Gardom's Edge is an area of gritstone upland situated on the Eastern Moors of
the Derbyshire Peak District. Like other parts of the Eastern Moors, Gardom's
Edge has long been renowned for the wealth of prehistoric field systems, cairns
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and other structures which can still be traced across the surface. Drawing on the
results of original survey and excavation, An Upland Biography documents
prehistoric activity across this area, exploring the changing character of
occupation from the Mesolithic to the Iron Age. It also tacks back and forth
between local detail and regional patterns, to better understand the broader
social worlds in which Gardom's Edge was set.
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