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The Rise of Rome: From Humble Beginnings to World Dominance

Take a journey back in time and discover the captivating story of the Ancient
Roman Empire. Learn about how a small city on the ltalian peninsula grew into a
colossal civilization that shaped the course of history. From its foundation in 753

BC to its eventual fall in 476 AD, Rome left an indelible mark on the world.

Conquest of Greece: A Clash of Titans

The Roman conquest of Greece was a pivotal moment in history. Explore the
dynamic clash between these two great civilizations, both renowned for their
military prowess, intellectual achievements, and cultural contributions. Discover
how Rome managed to subdue Greece, incorporating its traditions, art, and

philosophy into its own ever-expanding empire.

The Assimilation of Greek Culture: A Fusion of Worlds

Delve into the incredible process of assimilation that occurred between Rome and
Greece. Uncover how Roman emperors, generals, and scholars embraced Greek
customs and practices, enriching their own society with the wisdom and
knowledge of the Greeks. Witness the birth of Greco-Roman culture, a unique

blend that shaped Western civilization.
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Legacy of Rome: Contributions That Endure

Explore the enduring legacy of Ancient Rome and its conquest of Greece. From
the spread of Christianity to the establishment of Roman law, the impact of Rome
is still felt today. Dive into the realms of architecture, engineering, and literature,

where Roman influence continues to shape our contemporary world.

: Ancient Rome's Conquest of Greece Lives On

The story of the Roman conquest of Greece goes beyond mere victory and
defeat. It encompasses a tale of cultural fusion, intellectual exchange, and the
birth of a lasting legacy. Without this extraordinary chapter in history, our world
would be vastly different. Let us marvel at the wonders of Ancient Rome and
remember the indomitable spirit that conquered Greece and assimilated its

essence.
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“Graecia capta ferum victorem cepit” (“Conquered Greece captured her uncouth

conqueror and brought her arts to Latium”) - Horace

Graeco-Roman relations in the ancient world are normally assumed to date,
essentially, from 146 B.C., when Rome organized its supervision of Greece
through its Governors in Macedonia. In fact, the first direct interactions of any
note between the two come about during the first lllyrian War in 229 B.C,
although, of course there had been contacts of numerous kinds even prior to this
date. Phillip V of Macedon had allied himself with Hannibal and that, in itself,
guaranteed, at some point, that the Romans would turn their full attention to the
eastern Mediterranean area, if for no other reason than to settle that outstanding
score once and for all. Phillip was defeated in 197 B.C. at the Battle of

Cynoscephalae and his son Perseus, at Pydna in 168 B.C. Following these
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defeats, Macedonia was divided into four republics under Roman governorship,
but the rest of Greece was left relatively free from direct Roman rule. In due
course, opposition to Rome’s increasing domination of the region led to the
establishment of the Achaean League, comprising a number of city states,

headed by Corinth, to oppose the Romans.

As this suggests, in the early years of the Principate despite growing
Philhellenism in the Empire, the vast majority of Greeks, with the notable
exception of Sparta, were very unwilling subjects of Rome. There was unrest in
the Augustan period (27 B.C. - AD 14), particularly in Athens, and the imperial
cult made little or no headway until the time of Nero (AD54 - 68), who, along with
Hadrian much later (AD117 - 138), took a special interest in Greece and all things
Greek. Nero, for example began the work on the Corinth canal, using slave
labour, of course, and Hadrian completed a number of projects that are dealt with
later in some detail. The antagonism that the majority of Greeks felt towards
Rome was not helped by Caesar’s foundation of a Roman colony at Corinth in 44
B.C. and another by Augustus at Nicopolis in 31 B.C. In both cases the
establishment of the colonies had led to the forcible removal of the indigenous

populations to make room for the colonists.

What was, however, even more resented was what the Greeks considered to be
the pillage of their culture and heritage. Various emperors systematically looted
Greek temples and public buildings of their sculptures and other priceless works
of art, taking them back to adorn the homes of the rich or public buildings in
Rome. The pillage of Greek heritage extended to attempts to absorb Greek cults
and Suetonius records the ultimately failed attempt to transfer the whole
Eleusinian mystery cult to Rome. However, despite the ravages wrought on the
Greek cities and their populations by Roman rule, in the end the Hellenism that

came to be such a feature of the Roman Empire actually did more to secure the



continuation of Greek culture and heritage than anything the Greeks themselves

could have done.

It can be argued that Roman culture was, indeed, Graeco-Roman rather than
Roman. It was the Greek language that served as the lingua franca in the Eastern
Empire and much of the west including Italy. Many Greek intellectuals, including
Galen, were based in Rome and the Roman aristocracy more and more came to
embrace Greek literature and philosophy. Homer’s epics inspired Virgil’'s Aeneid
and Seneca wrote in Greek. Earlier, Scipio Africanus (236 — 183 B.C.), the
epitome of the Roman martial hero, studied Greek philosophy and regarded
Greek culture as the benchmark against which all others had to be judged. The
Roman poet and philosopher Horace studied in Athens during the Principate and,
in common with many of his class, saw that city as the intellectual centre of the

world.
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and fell, leaving behind...
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